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FOREWORD 


fete eleventh volume has been delayed in prep- 
aration only because it proved to be one of 
the thin spots in a long pastorate. The volume 
now given to the public by way of the press is not 
a complete presentation of any of the three Books 
touched. It will be remembered by the reader that 
the volume on I Corinthians included a somewhat 
exhaustive treatment of the great fifteenth chapter. 
The special exigencies of the pastorate have led to 
the addition of two sermons on I Corinthians intro- 
duced into this volume. 

It will be noted also that II Corinthians, capers 
10 to 13 inclusive, are wholly untouched. This is 
not at all because they are uninviting or uninterest- 
ing, or lacking in any way those elements that 
prove profitable to church life, Christian thought 
and Christian conduct; but solely because the pres- 
ent pastorate, though now nearly thirty-three years 
in length, has not yet led to the treatment of this 
appealing portion of the Book. 

We have provided no other introduction to 
II Corinthians but have, rather, introduced the 
same into the first chapter devoted to that volume. 

As for Galatians, we regret going to press with- 
out a more perfect presentation of its valuable con- 
tent. Careful students of the Book will be im- 
pressed with the Pauline introduction, 1:1-5; with 
the Apostle’s defense of the Gospel in 1:6—2:21; 
with his discussion of the Gospel in chapters 3 
and 4; and with his apostolic demands in 5:1—6:10; 


and his conclusion, 6:11-18. 
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6 FOREWORD 


It will be noted that three sermons, drawn from 
texts of this Book, deal with but two subjects, the 
first and second a defense of the “faith once de- 
livered” and the third, or last in this volume, a 
fraternal appeal to contending parties. 

Since beginning this extensive work it becomes 
increasingly evident why men produce commen- 
taries, or words of exposition rather than passage 
outputs. So rich is the Word of God in its every 
part that the true preacher hesitates to pass over 
the great sections thereof without stopping to mine 
from the same. But knowing the profit that has 
come to auditors through the vocal delivery of this 
volume, we send it on to our readers in hope of kin- 
dred results. 


CHAPTER I. 


SELF-OFFERING VS. SELF-SEEKING 


SELF-OFFERING VS. SELF-SEEKING 


“Let no man seek his own, but every man another’s 
wealth” (I Cor. 10:24). 


On of the important features in Christ’s teach- 
ing is its positiveness along original lines. We 
are told that one day Jesus went into Capernaum ; 
“and straightway on the Sabbath Day He entered in- 
to the synagogue, and taught. And they were aston- 
ished at His doctrine: for He taught them as one that 
had authority’. Not by referring to what the fa- 
thers and former rabbis had said; not with the 
timidity suggesting fear of mistake, either in the 
manner of declaring the truth or uncertainty of the 
truth itself, but with positive speech, and original 
thought He spoke. He dared even to set up His opin- 
ions in matters of morals and religion and life, as of 
sufficient weight to overthrow the old fossilated 
formulas of tradition. “Z say unto yow’, was the 
sentence with which He introduced many a declara- 
tion meant to shatter and destroy the commonest 
proverbs of the people, and make manifest the mis- 
takes into which religious teachers had fallen. 
Good things are claimed for the sacred writers of 
false religions, and we are constantly being told 
that even the golden rule is negatively stated in 
them, but it is the sufficiently distinguishing pe- 
culiarity of Christ’s utterances that they express 
the loftiest good, and put that expression into most 
affirmative, positive words. 


Our text did not escape the Master’s lips, but 
dripped rather from the point of the Apostle’s pen, 
as Paul wrote to the Corinthians. It is a text, how- 
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ever, clearly born of the Christ-spirit and based 
absolutely upon His teaching; a text, which, as I 
have thought upon its essential point, seems to be 
as directly in conflict with some of the proverbs 
of the present time, and as antagonistic to the spirit 
of our age, as were the most radical of Christ’s re- 
formatory utterances to the notions of His nation, 
and the character of His earth-life times. 


Who is there among us today, both practicing 
and teaching this text, “Let no man seek his own, 
but every man another's wealth’? We are not with- 
out our good Samaritans, who when they find a 
man beaten and robbed, are ready to carry him to 
an inn, have his wounds dressed, and even pay the 
bill. But this text goes farther, and reaches deeper 
into life’s motives. It demands that we seek our 
most healthy and prosperous neighbor’s good, even 
before our own advantage. That is out of keeping 
with our most cherished proverbs. The world says, 
“Look out for number one, first of all!” Philos- 
ophy argues that “God cares for him who takes 
care of himself”; and even our modern science is 
based largely upon the notion that “self-preserva- 
tion is the first law of nature.” But if this text is 
right, then our social proverb, our much-cherished 
philosophy, and our boasted science is wrong, and 
I believe the text is right, is the truth of reason and 
observation, as well as the revelation of God. 


But you may not be prepared to accept my opin- 
ion, and so I must back it up with some arguments 
drawn from observation and the revealed. 
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SELF-SEEKING SETS ASIDE THE ETHICAL 
IN LIFE 


By the “ethical,” I mean those fundamentals of 
morality which are written indelibly into the human 
heart and conscience, and which lift man into an 
infinitely higher realm than that through which 
moves the beast. 

Self-seeking discovers only the lower animal na- 
ture. What pig cares whether his fellow-swine 
gets a single grain of food so long as he can cap- 
ture the whole feed? What cur is disturbed if his 
best friend among all the canines of the neighbor- 
hood is starving for a morsel of meat, so long as 
he is filled with the crumbs from his master’s table? 
Darwin’s survival of the fittest may apply in plant 
life and lowest animal life, and even find many illus- 
trations in the life of human-heathenism ; but civili- 
zation seeks to set that law aside, social ethics op- 
poses the notion, and the religion of Jesus Christ 
is constantly trampling such barbarism beneath its 
feet, saying, “Ye have the poor with you always, and 
whensoever ye will ye may do them good”. Honor the 
aged, carry food and drink to the sick and im- 
prisoned, and offer your own life, even, to save 
the life of the helpless and the weak. Adam Smith 
in his “Wealth of Nations,” argues that compe- 
tition is the life of trade, and that the best com- 
mercial regulations are those resulting from the 
effort of every man to do his best and get the most 
out of his effort. I accept both his premises and con- 
clusion; but I do so, only because he concludes by 
showing such a system to be one of service, of mu- 
tual good, as between man and man, of blessing 
to one’s neighbor as certainly as profit to one’s self. 
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I believe that in this very law of commerce we 
find both illustrations of the law of self-seeking 
and self-offering. The clerk, who has no interest 
in the firm by which he is employed, save that of 
retaining his position and drawing his salary, is 
self-seeking. That other man, however, who for- 
gets constantly what his wages are and when they 
will come to his pocket, in the more engrossing 
thought of serving faithfully the business firm, il- 
lustrates self-offering, and proves that he doesn’t 
live to eat and wear, but eats and wears to serve— 
to serve his employer, to serve his wife and children 
and friends, and furnishes an illustration of the 
morality and reasonableness of our text, “Let no 
man seek his own, but every man another's wealth’. 


Self-seeking also destroys faith as between man 
and man. Who can trust another, if we are to 
follow the common proverb, “Look out for number 
one’”—a proverb which seems fair enough on its 
face, and yet hides away the hideous features of 
knavery, cheat, deception and fraud, if only by so 
doing it can gain an advantage? What business 
relations are possible without fidelity of man to 
man? In the south the tillers of the soil are con- 
stantly annoyed by the self-seeking of the colored 
employes. Only turn your back and many of the 
colored hands will drop the hoe, or lay aside the ax, 
or sit down upon the beam of the plow, and do 
nothing until you have turned eyes on them again. 
The result is a depreciation of the nominal value 
of their service, and a constant apprehension to the 
served, lest their duties go at loose ends and heavy 
losses result. Every large merchandise involves 
many trusts. Men are left alone at work, because 
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the owners of establishments believe their men to 
be in sufficient good faith not to seek self-interest 
solely, but the interests of others as well. Destroy 
fidelity as it exists between pupil and teacher, and 
bring the one to believe that the only interest the 
other has, is that of self-ease, or personal profit, and 
immediately the possibilities of education are 
mightily circumscribed. What interest would you 
attach to this sermon, what faith would you put 
in my words as being true, if a one of you believed 
that my only concern in this matter was that of 
gaining a reputation as an orator, or that of per- 
forming a certain service for a stipulated price? 
Don’t you see that self-seeking whenever it is clear- 
ly evident destroys faith as between man and man, 
and at once falls under the ban of criticism? That 
is the principal trouble today between capital and 
labor. Faith is gone! The one believes that the 
other is organized for getting the largest profit off 
its labor without interest in, or sympathy for the 
laborer himself. The other sees before him a great 
American institution, growing daily in numbers 
and power, the very motto of which is, “The largest 
money for the shortest hours.” Self-seeking seems 
to be the esprit-de-corps of these two great armies 
of laborers and capitalists. When the day comes 
that, under the gracious advances of loftier thought 
and purpose, the two can, in some measure at least, 
subscribe to the text of this morning, then capital- 
ists will be better served and laborers better paid. 
“Let no man seek his own, but every man another's 
wealth”, and a fortnight will revive that mutual 
faith so necessary to the good of all men. 


The spirit of self-seeking fosters a continuous 
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destruction of wealth and life. Every man who 
has seen far into business, has witnessed many 
illustrations of wealth’s destruction through the 
infamy of self-seeking. Every rich miser stands as 
the living monument to a vast deal of dead wealth. 
His selfishness has laid many a living dollar low, 
and placed it in the tombs, from which it will never 
come forth, till after the tolling of the bell, telling 
of the cringing man’s death at last. Then again, 
wealth is destroyed, when as Dr. Talmage in a ser- 
mon once said, a young merchant is caught in some 
unexpected ruin, and stronger ones instead of help- 
ing him over some adverse tide, are self-seeking 
enough to shove him into deeper water and force 
upon him bankruptcy, that they may make gain of 
his spoils and laugh at his wreck, “Sheriff’s sale, 
a red flag in the window.” Goods have changed 
hands. “The young merchant goes home that night 
and says to his wife, ‘Well Mary, we’ll have to 
move out of this house, and sell our piano, and for 
the gain of that grasping soul, we may end in the 
poorhouse.’” Do you know, my friends, that every 
failure in business clogs the commercial wheels 
and destroys, rather than adds to, the country’s 
wealth? 

But if loss of wealth were all, we might easily 
withhold our tears! But how often it means loss 
of life. As was said of that case of bankruptcy 
on the part of a young merchantman, the chances 
are, that broken-spirited, he will go to drink. “The 
young wife and child go to her father’s house, and 
not only a store is wiped out and a market dis- 
turbed, but his home is wiped out, his morals are 
unbalanced, and his prospects for two worlds, this 
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and the next, are blighted forever.” Truly will 
“the devils make a banquet of fire, and fill their 
cups of gall and drink deep to the health of the 
man” who seeks only his own gain, and tramples be- 
neath his iron heel his neighbor’s good. Edward 
Bellamy’s book, “Looking Backward,” is thought 
of by many to be a mere vagary, a wild phantas- 
magoria. But I read it twice through, and although 
finding many weaknesses, I am sure I discovered 
many excellencies as well. So well has he shown 
the degrading and hurtful consequences of that 
commercial spirit, which seeks to build up self by 
tearing down others, of enriching one’s own life off 
the spoils of neighbors, that I can but believe the 
book is already a factor in that reformation of com- 
merce which is sure to come. The sermon which the 
racy author put into the Rev. Mr. Barton’s mouth, 
as a sermon of the twentieth century, I object to, 
because it is too little tinctured, if touched at all, 
with the Gospel of Christ. But sure it is, he knew 
how to use an illustration, and right vividly did 
he employ one to portray “the desperation with 
which men and women” of the nineteenth cen- 
tury “fought and tore each other in the scramble 
for golf.” You may recall that illustration. It was 
painted in these words: “Some two or three cen- 
turies ago, an act of barbarity was committed in 
India, which, though the lives destroyed were but 
a few score, was attended by such peculiar horrors 
that its memory is likely to be perpetual. A num- 
ber of English prisoners were shut up in a room 
containing not enough air to supply one-tenth their 
number. The unfortunates were gallant men, de- 
voted comrades in service, but as the agonies of 
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suffocation began to take hold of them, they for- 
got all else, and became involved in a hideous strug- — 
gle, each one for himself, and against all others, 
to force a way to one of the small aperatures of 
the prison at which alone it was possible to get 
a breath of air. It was a struggle in which men 
became beasts.” Then he applies that horrible 
struggle, by analogy to the ways of trade, in which 
sO many men seem to have turned beastly, and for- 
getting all else save the good of a dollar and selfish 
gain, trample their fellows beneath their maddened 
feet. There, analogy is better grounded than we 
sometimes think! The half of this city today would 
not be wrestling with the hardships which have 
beset their lives, if the other half should overthrow 
their proverb and philosophy and science (falsely 
so called) of selfishness, and bring into trade and 
benevolence the teaching of this text. David’s 
life was examplary in many respects, but so long 
as the Bible is read, there will stand against it the 
indictment of Nathan, the Prophet, “Thou art the 
man”, who to satisfy a selfish greed sacrificed a life 
and enriched your own house with his spoils only 
to see the curse of God upon the act. So long as 
the Pentateuch lives the blood of righteous Abel 
will cry in judgment against self-seeking and broth- 
er-murder. Let us live for others, my friends, if 
we intend to live for the right and God. 


Again I argue that 


SELF-SEEKING IS DESTRUCTIVE TO 
UTILITARIANISM 
I confess to a great dislike of the employment 
of technical terms, but I could get no other words 
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to express the same thoughts at all concisely. By 
utilitarianism I intend the greatest good of the 
greatest number. Self-seeking is so far removed 
from that result that it is not difficult to see that 
it accomplishes exactly the opposite end. 

For even the individual who employs it, it has 
in store only bloat and blight. Every drunkard 
lives a life running purely counter to the principles 
of this text. He despises not only the good of his 
neighbor, but treats with contempt the good of 
those in his own bosom. Father and mother, broth- 
er and sister, wife and child, are all forgotten in 
the selfishness of drink. He is warmed by it at 
first and thinks himself profited. He is stimulated 
by a second draught and imagines himself profited. 
He is stimulated by a third draught and imagines 
his gain increased. He is intoxicated by a fourth and 
in his delight forgets all others. He is bloated with 
a fifth and vainly imagines an increase in health. 
He is blighted at last and imbruted into utter in- 
difference to all else save a futile effort to slake 
his own distempered and hellish thirst. The gam- 
bler and the man of unclean heart and life are in 
the same row, and must accomplish a like end. 
That is also the process by which misers are made. 
Their cringing is only legitimate economy at the 
start. With an accumulation of dollars the money 
greed grows and larger profits are on. Excited still 
more, penuriousness breaks into a passion, and the 
wealthy man of today will be starving tomorrow 
in the midst of plenty, because he is now blighted 
in the bloat of his former greed. A student may 
possibly make the same mistake. He who acquires 
a love of study which more and more consumes 
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him, until at last he prefers to shut the door of his 
cloister, as the ancient monks used to do, and take 
in from all literature and thought, giving nothing 
out, has made just such a mistake. His own mind 
will stagnate under it and his accumulated wisdom 
become a muddy worthless pool indeed. That reli- 
gion which seeks to get all and give nothing knows 
no spirit of the Christ. The individual who reads 
the Bible without teaching it to others; who re- 
joices in the Gospel invitation, but never repeats it; 
who is thankful for a personal experience of grace, 
but never openly confesses it; who sings, “Were 
the whole realm of nature mine, that were a gift 
far too small,” and yet lets no nickel escape his 
fingers for the Gospel’s sake, is shriveling and being 
dwarfed into spiritual imbecility. That spring is 
purest and best that overflows continually, that 
gives out itself with every passing hour, and so is 
that human life. 

Self-seeking only departs from the individual, 
bloated and blighted, to touch the community with 
wrong and robbery. He who gets more from this 
world than he gives back to it, is a social, a political 
or religious thief! He who gets just as much from 
the world as he contributes to it, is a nonentity, 
and had as well remained unborn. We sometimes 
hear people praising individuals as self-made men. 
That can only be in a comparative sense. ‘There 
are ten thousand contributions to every man’s life, 
if that life amounts to much, and for every one of 
these he becomes a debtor to somebody or some- 
thing. His debt may be partly due to the condition 
of society at the time of his entrance into it. That 
society was waiting for just such a man. Morde- 
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cai said to Esther, “Who knoweth whether thou art 
come to the kingdom for such a time as this”? 
That condition of things which opened the way to 
position of queen to the young Jewess laid her 
under tribute, and she would have wronged her- 
self, her people, and her God, if she had failed to 
pay the debt by taking her life into her own hands 
to become intercessor with the king. 

The contribution may be the sympathy and as- 
sistance given by friends, and if so we owe an equal 
amount of sympathy and assistance to somebody, 
and we who don’t give it will go out of the world 
at last leaving behind us unpaid debts. As I look 
back over my own past life today, I do not recall 
many times in which society has laid me under 
financial obligations, for I have had to earn with the 
sweat of my brow almost every dollar, and if I went 
out of the world today many would say of me, “He 
owed no man anything,” but that would be a false- 
hood. There are ten years immediately behind me, 
no single day of which has passed but my life has 
been laid under tribute by some bright sympathy, 
some deed of kindness enjoyed, some tender ex- 
pression of favor received, some earnest prayer 
prayed in my behalf. I confess to you this morn- 
ing that I find myself made up for the most part 
by contributions from without. I am indebted 
to every friend who has devoutly wished me 
good; I owe every Christian who has bidden a 
hearty God-speed; I am under obligations to eve- 
ry author from whose volumes I have brought 
anything of wisdom or instruction; every teacher 
from whose presence I have turned away with 
fuller head or heart; every church through which 
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I have passed, to know its respect and love. If 
I was unkind to men as I met them, I should dis- 
play the basest ingratitude to that society whose 
members have been kind to me. If I sought not to 
instruct others, my own teachers might bitterly 
complain; if I gave no sympathy to the sorrowing 
or assistance to the afflicted, my former days of 
sickness ought to return, and all the sorrow which 
others have helped me to bear, be brought and laid 
upon my shoulders afresh; if I sought my own good 
and not my neighbors, I should seem to despise 
the only real life, and if I spent not my soul in tell- 
ing the plan of redemption, I would crucify afresh 
the Christ who gave His life to redeem me! Oh, 
how much we owe. We are taught to “owe no 
man any thing, but to love one another”, but can we 
ever discharge the debt of love? Surely not, if our 
lives are spent in self-seeking! 


I am brought to say finally, then, SELF-OFFER- 
ING IS THE TRUEST LAW OF LIVING 

Just as a man by intense selfishness can rob and 
wrong the society in which he moves, so conversely 
a man by unselfishness may enrich every greater 
life-circle. I sometimes think that human nature 
has gone so far awry that it might be profited 
by following out lessons to be learned from the na- 
ture that is normal, that has never gone wrong. 
There is much in nature to illustrate the text, “Jt 
is more blessed to give than to receive’. Every 
spring rising out of earth’s bosom into the crystal 
stream that hastens away through ravine and val- 
ley ; every rivulet winding its way through meadow 
and forest to the distant lake where it loses itself 
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forever; every majestic river sweeping on to the 
ocean depths, is an illustration of the beauty and 
utility of this best law of existence, the law of giv- 
ing. Every candle disseminating the darkness 
with its rays; every star glistening through the 
shadows of night; every central sun pouring out 
its essence of warmth and light to a myriad of 
worlds, is an illustration of this blessedness of giv- 
ing. God’s precept is God’s practice, my friend, for 
He owed no man anything, and yet He gave Him- 
self to the world that so needed Him. An obliga- 
tion in life has both length and breadth. Its 
breadth is our ability, its length is our opportunity. 
I am able to give something to the social circles 
through which I move. Those circles offer me time 
and place for my contribution. If I don’t pay it, I 
will have wronged at once my own soul, and have 
excited that society’s contempt. The same thing 
is true in matters of civil and religious concern. 
Let us not say then that “society is a sham and I 
propose to let it alone”; that “politics is a muddy 
pool, and I will keep far away from its banks”; that 
religion is a question of opinions and “TI will live 
my life out without passing judgment.” That is 
cowardly ; that is a mistake; that is almost insane! 
If society is a sham then it is yours to help make it 
grandly solid; if politics are corrupt you are under 
obligations to cast in your contribution of salt to 
help purify the pool; if religion is a question of 
faiths, you must seek out the true belief or die like 
the careless beast and leave religion in deeper doubt 
by your irreligious course! You are in debt to them 
all, my friend, and you must pay, or prove yourself 
unworthy the name of man! 
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I am firmly convinced that the law of giving is the 
law of growing. Christ was not merely exhorting 
a set of covetous men and trying to stir them up 
to some missionary effort when in a sermon He 
said, “Give, and it shall be given unto you; good 
measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and 
running over, shall men give into your bosom. 
For with the same measure that ye mete withal, it 
shall be measured to you again”. When Christ 
said that, He simply expressed a principle that may 
be observed upon in every relation of life. Giving 
is growing! The fountain grows because it gives. 
The stream grows because it gives. The river 
grows because it gives. The old ocean, for which 
they appear to be robbing themselves, will pay 
them back and more, sending up a mist that shall 
gather into a cloud and halting over hill and valley, 
give itself into fountain, and rivulet, and river 
again. The exalted stations in life all lie at the end 
of humility’s path. That is why Christ said, “He 
that humbleth himself shall be exalted”. The 
thrones of earth lie at the end of paths of service. 
That is why Christ said, “Whosoever will be chief 
among you, let him be your servant’. ‘The way to be 
filled is to empty self. That is why God put into the 
Prophet’s lips the sentence, ‘The liberal soul shall 
be made fat’. Covetousness is the crying sin of the 
age, and covetousness is the most appalling pov- 
erty. Many a man has gone hungry and ragged 
because the habit of withholding has grown until 
he is too penurious to expend his wealth of his own 
body even, and many a soul will go down in lean- 
ness to the grave, because of its utter want of lib- 
erality. There are many men salving their con- 
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science by praying. Better prove your love to God 
by giving at the same time. Dr. Sewall of Maine 
is said to have entered a meeting one day, just after 
the collection for foreign missions was taken. The 
pastor called on Sewall to pray. He thrust his 
hand into his pocket. The pastor repeated the 
request. Still Sewall was fishing in his pocket. 
Finally the pastor said, “Doctor, I didn’t ask you to 
give, I asked you to pray.” “Oh, yes,” said Sewall, 
“T heard you, but I can’t pray until I have given 
something.” If this text is the truth of God, while 
men are perishing without the truth, no man can 
pray until he has given something. 

To give proves our kinship to God. He is the 
Great Giver. I sometimes wonder if we appreciate 
our own words when we call Him “The Giver of All 
Good.” I love to think of the great throbbing 
heart of the Infinite that lies back of and prompts 
such beneficence! And it is only the Christ spirit 
in man that discovers to him the blessedness of 
serving his fellow, giving to relieve their needs, 
and suffering to lighten their sorrows. In read- 
ing Henry Drummond’s “Tropical Africa,” I was 
pleased with his method of rebuking the heartless 
covetousness of his native guides. One of their 
number had been run down by a wounded buffalo, 
and gored almost to death. Chicken soup was the 
only food he could take and be profited by it. The 
natives doggedly refused to share their fowls with 
the poor sufferer. For three whole days Drum- 
mond gave up his meals to the wounded man and 
went without himself. At the end of that time, the 
guides grew heartily ashamed and begged his par- 
don and afterward willingly divided with the 
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wounded man. I sometimes wonder how man can 
be indifferent to suffering souls that are starving 
without the bread of life, and withhold their paltry 
dollars before the very face of the Man who died 
on Calvary to save such souls. Oh, when will we grow 
ashamed of our covetousness? “Hereby perceive we 
the love of God, because He laid down His life. for 
us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the breth- 
ren. But whoso hath this world’s good, and seeth 
his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of 
compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in 
him? My little children, let us not love in word, nei- 
ther in tongue; but in deed and in truth’. 


CHAPTER ll, 


THE LAW OF LIBERALITY 


THE LAW OF LIBERALITY 


“Upon the first day of the week let each one of you lay 
by him in store, as he may prosper, that no collections be 
made when I come” (I Cor. 16:2, R.V.). 


Pea ee or the science of antiquities, 
has enriched our age not a little. From ruined 
and buried cities, out of artificial mounds, away 
from the recesses of catacombs and up from the 
dark corners of cloister and cathedral, students of 
the past have digged and brought many an article 
of wealth. Some of those finds were rich in their 
intrinsic value, as gold, diamonds or other jewels; 
some more valuable than even ruby or sapphire 
because age has added antique price to the trifling 
toy ; and yet other discoveries increased the world’s 
wealth yet more because they added new pages or 
volumes to the written history, and flashed a long- 
needed light across the passages in dispute. But 
all jewels are not buried in the bowels of the earth. 
Many lie on the surface, sparkling to the sunshine, 
or else are only hid by some thin coat of dust which 
might be cleared away with a single breath of the 
fortunate finder. Neither indeed, are all the jewels 
of knowledge either in use as ornaments of many 
minds or hid away beneath some heaps of rubbish. 
Many of them lie on the very surface of learning 
and have only been walked over, galloped past, be- 
cause men so poorly appreciate the value of every 
nugget from the fertile mine of God’s Word. I am 
fully persuaded that had the followers of Christ 
known the intrinsic worth of this text from the 
day when Paul let this jewel drop before their eyes, 
and had they seized it at once and begun to wear 
27 
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it as the badge of their promise to Him whose Spirit 
inspired the Word, the wicked world would have 
acknowledged Christ as Lord ere this, and Heaven 
would now be singing the pean of His triumph over 
all. The one thing which has held the millennium 
back more than all things else, has been the anti- 
missionary spirit in the “body” of the missionary 
Christ. We hear now of anti-missionary Baptists, 
and we might think that no other denomination 
was ever disturbed by their presence. But so far 
from the truth is such a thought, that the informed 
well know that only a hundred years have passed 
since the Catholic and Protestant world, waging an 
ecclesiastical warfare about the letter of truth, had 
each forgotten and despised the Master’s great com- 
mission: “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations”. 

It is our pride today that when at last God, wear- 
ied with the slothfulness of pretended Christians, 
thought to send a prophet to prepare the way for 
the coming of His Son into heathen lands, He found 
among those of my own denominational faith a serv- 
ant to whom He could commit the work. Every 
evangelical sect of our times has risen up at last 
to laud and revere the name of William Carey, the 
Baptist preacher who, in 1792, lifted up a voice 
and wielded a pen which stirred the universal Chris- 
tian hearts to a sense of neglect, in that the world 
had been left so long without the light of God’s 
Word, or even a whisper of His matchless grace 
and love. The text of this morning stands as the 
natural and needed complement of the great com- 
mission. Christ said to His servants, “Go”; and in 
this text He speaks to us again and says, “Send.” We 
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are not ignorant of the occasion of their needs. 
Paul was not raising funds to liquidate some debt 
—not asking money to build a parsonage or church, 
not even pleading for his own salary, but in behalf 
of the poor of another city. This is the one place 
in the New Testament where we find full direc- 
tions as to missionary offering. I want you to think 
about this first, as a lesson on giving. 


THE METHOD IS THE BETTER VERSUS 
THE BAD 


The text urges that each member of the church 
lay by a certain part of his income every week, in 
proportion as God has prospered him. The Apos- 
tle inveighs against their leaving that collection 
until he comes to preach and take up the offering. 
If Paul had not been inspired at all, I think we can 
see reasons why his notion ought to be adopted by 
every church and made the basis of their method 
in giving. 

The appeal is made to principle and not to pas- 
sion. There are some men who are marvels in 
their ability at money-raising. I listened one eve- 
ning to Sam Jones as he stood in the Warren 
Memorial Presbyterian church of Louisville, and 
with eloquence, urgence and wit, wrung from his 
audience something over four thousand dollars for 
the Holcomb mission. I went away willing to vote 
him a genius in collecting benevolences; but there 
is a difference as wide as the sea between getting 
money as that was gotten and doing what a brother 
minister of mine calls “Farming the Benevolences.” 
Jones’ method may prosperously, and I think, justly, 
be employed by one who comes before an audience 
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gathered for the appointed purpose of giving, and 
who expects never to face that same company 
again. He has no time to “farm benevolences” in 
the sense of educating the people into some greater 
degree of liberality. The single hour holds in its 
short arms his one and only opportunity to reach 
and stir the laggard spirits into the needed grace 
of giving, and if eloquence can move the soul, or 
wit can prick the conscience, I believe that it is 
all right for a man to employ either or both. But who 
does not know that such a method has in itself the 
elements of its own defeat, if often attempted? The 
dwellers by the sea will tell you that every tide 
rolling landward till the high-water mark is reached 
has its counter current that, setting in presently, 
will drag that wave seaward again until the beach 
is bare and scorched by the summer sun or chilled 
with winter’s blast. So it is with the tide of human 
feelings, and he who makes any important work 
depend on the passion of the hour will learn ere 
long his exceedingly great, if not, indeed, his fatal, 
mistake. One trouble, every teacher of Divine 
Truth experiences, is the difficulty of getting peo- 
ple to believe that religion has in it something more 
than momentary emotion. Ask a man if he is con- 
verted, and he answers, “I don’t feel as I think I 
ought.” “But do you love the Lord?” “I hardly 
know! I don’t feel just right about it!” “Have 
you repented of your sins?’ “I am not certain I 
have, for I don’t feel as I would like to feel!” The 
same curious idea has long dominated men’s offer- 
ings to God. “Will you pay to the Lord a tenth or 
more of all money and wealth that He gives into 
your hand?” “Well, I will wait and see how I feel 
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” 
! 


at the time The Apostle in our text declares 
that to be the one thing that we should not do, 
and I am persuaded he is right about it, for I could 
count today churches by the score who went on 
the plan against which Paul wrote this text, and 
you needn’t pardon the phrase, for it best expresses 
my meaning: “They are today too dead to skin.” 
I found one such a few years ago in its expiring 
breath and hastened to flay it by persuading the 
little band to write a will, bequeathing their build- 
ing to the work of the Indiana State Missions. 
I believe that “feelings” have a place in religious 
life, and the soul who is not swayed by them is as 
dull and lifeless as a tideless sea; but as the ocean 
feels ever the throb of its rolling waves yet holds 
them in bounds with its beach and supports their 
immeasurable weight by the strength of its basin 
of stone, so down beneath all the passions that 
ought to surge through the soul let principle be 
found upholding all, and fidelity to the truth of God 
determining the very point up to which passion 
shall roll. I congratulate every church which has 
some principle at the basis of its financial life, as 
this church certainly has. I would like to bring 
the Apostle’s counsel to every church of the land 
which has not adopted it, and leave it with this 
question: “Can you do better than adopt the plan 
of God?” I think I know how Paul felt when he 
wrote our text to the church at Corinth. He saw in 
them so many features that were Christian indeed, 
he wished the more to see them prove their love 
to Christ by their liberality to the needy. It was to 
that people he afterward wrote another letter, in 
which he urged this grace again, saying: “Therefore 
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as ye abound in every thing, in faith, and utterance, 
and knowledge, and in all diligence, and im your love 
to us, see that ye abound in this grace also” (II Cor. 
C27). 

The method of our text is the one of voluntary 
giving. It seems to me that only the gift of free- 
will is urged in the Scriptures. I find no warrant 
for the practice of coercion in matters of benevo- 
lence. That ecclesiastical potentate who holds 
his fellows over a blazing purgatory to extract 
their offerings is abusing, not using, his office and 
serves his own will rather than obeys the Word 
of God. I think Paul found a want of liberality 
the greatest defect in the Corinthian church, and 
yet he does not upbraid or scold or severely re- 
prove them. He went about the work in love, and 
by argument he convinced, by repeated reference 
to the subject he educated, and by putting before 
them the noble example of others he excited a spir- 
it of emulation. It was in his Second Letter to 
them that he called upon them to take notice of 
the gifts of the churches in Macedonia, who, de- 
spite a succession of afflictions, and in the face of 
deep poverty had abounded in liberality (JI Cor. 8: 
1,2). Isometimes think that nothing would spur us 
to best endeavor so much as a knowledge of what oth- 
ers are doing. We well know how poor are the Chinese 
on our western coasts. They are the hated, and often 
the persecuted, in the region of the Golden Gate, 
and yet one of our missionary leaflets records this 
to the everlasting honor of their religion when once 
they are converted to Christ: “The Chinese Bap- 
tist church of Portland, Oregon, has 82 members, 
of whom only 45 are resident. Yet they contributed 
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six hundred dollars to foreign missions last year.” If 
Paul was writing today, I think he would refer 
to that feeble folk and say to others who had not 
done what they ought: “Behold the little church 
of Chinese Baptists. I can say of them as I once 
said of the early disciples in Macedonia: ‘For to 
their power, * * they were willing of themselves’ ” 
(II Cor. 8:3). That spirit of willingness is so re- 
freshing when we find it in the heart. Beecher 
once said, “Some men give so that you are angry 
every time you ask them to contribute. They give 
so that their gold and silver shoots you like a bul- 
let. Other persons give with such beauty that you 
remember it as long as you live, and you say, ‘It 
is a pleasure to go to such men.’ There are some 
Christians who give as springs do, whether you go 
to them or not. They are always full, and your 
part is merely to put your dish under the over- 
flowing stream.” I can understand that “the liberal 
soul shall be made fat’. I know “God loveth a cheer- 
ful giver’, because even men must always love him. 
I looked on the plainest appearing, almost shabbily 
dressed old man the other day, and heard a woman 
speaking of him say, “He is wealthy and one of the 
most liberal of men. There is not a church of or- 
thodox views, nor a charity rightly conducted in 
this city but he is stockholder therein.” Blessed 
investment! The man who makes it has shares in 
the building and loan of the New Jerusalem and will 
find his stock in houses “not made with hands”. 


As I look into my text, asking, What may I next 
learn from thee, the words get themselves a voice 
and answer, Find in us, 
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THE LAW OF A PERFECT PROPORTION 


“Let every one of you lay by him in store, as God 
hath prospered him’. You have heard it said, “There 
is no rule but has its exceptions.” I think I find 
one in our text. The rich and the poor, the old 
and the young, the honorable and humble alike are 
included in Paul’s all-comprehensive law of liber- 
ality. There may be those who have nothing to 
give from, ’tis true, but they are not an exception to 
this rule, which says, “as he may prosper”. Let 
no man conclude, however, that because he is too 
indolent to earn anything, he is exempt under the 
provision of our text. The Lord, in the parable, 
to whom the servant came with pitiful mouth about 
keeping his talent laid away in a napkin, did not ex- 
cuse the sloth nor allow the indolence to go un- 
punished. Look out into that darkness whither 
he was turned and be cured of thy sin of slothful- 
ness once for all. 


Nor, indeed, can it be made to appear that the in- 
dustiivus puur are exempt. Under the Jewish econ- 
omy, he who was not rich enough to bring a bul- 
lock might offer a lamb; and if too poor for that, 
then turtle doves, and when they were not had, an 
ephah of flour; but not a word about those who 
could offer nothing at all. The history of Elijah’s 
visit to the widow at Zarepta well illustrates what 
God may ask of the half starving, intending to ful- 
fil his promise: “Give, and it shall be given unto you; 
good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, 
and running over’. That widow thought she was 
too poor to give, and so, indeed, she seemed to be, 
but who can perish while obeying God? What a 
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misfortune it would have been for her to have 
exercised the financial wisdom that so many mod- 
ern believers dispense in allopathic doses: “Look 
out for number one.” I think when God finds that 
spirit strutting itself, he easily plucks the peacock 
feathers by letting it “look out” without His aid 
for just a few days. A fortnight is time enough 
to wreck a Rockefeller’s estate when God is asked 
to withdraw His stock from the business. So, if 
you have only a little and cannot afford to lose it, 
take God in as partner and do not be afraid to in- 
vest in His Name. It is a glorious thing to do be- 
nevolences of the Peter Cooper sort—to found 
great institutes of learning and religion; a splen- 
did thing to hand out thousands to many colleges 
and millions to great schools of art, philosophy, 
science and religion as Mr. Rockefeller has done. 
But the expensive offering that Mary brought for 
Christ’s anointing; the sweet spices of Nicodemus 
and Joseph; the elegant tomb opened for His final 
rest by the rich Arimathean, never received such 
honorable mention from the Son of God as did the 
offering of the widow, who cast into the treasury 
her two mites—all she had. The reason is evident. 
They gave less than she in proportion to ability, 
which is the measure of responsibility. 

God never intended to convert the world to right- 
eousness and the service of His Son through the 
magnanimity of the rich of earth. If he had, Jairus 
and Zacchzus and Joseph and Nicodemus would 
have given the important names to that first roll 
of the Nazarene’s friends. Peter, James and John, 
poor fishermen, would have been written at the 
bottom of the list, had they appeared at all. We 
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often flatter ourselves into the notion that if we 
were as rich as some neighbor or brother, the needy 
world would certainly feel the healing touch of 
our benevolence. There is just one way to prove 
to ourselves and the world the truth of that better 
thought. That is the way the poor widow em- 
ployed. Give out of your poverty to the Lord. 

I am especially glad, and I have no doubt you 
are, that we have no immensely wealthy members 
upon whose broad, liberal shoulders the whole bur- 
den of benevolence can be laid, nor behind whose 
narrow and stingy souls smaller men may seek 
to hide. I have absolute faith in the future of that 
church where is enough of poverty and Spirit of 
God. It has all the necessary elements for success 
at home and the sending of blessings abroad. 


CHARPTLER Itt, 


THE APOSTLE’S DEFENSE 
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THE APOSTLE’S DEFENSE 
II Corinthians 1 and 2, 


pee Second Epistle to the Church at Corinth 
followed shortly the First Epistle. In fact, 
students commonly believe that it was written in 
the same year, namely about A.D. 60, and was ne- 
cessitated by the reception given to its companion 
Letter. 

It seems to have been penned from Philippi, 
shortly following the events of Acts 19:23—20:3. 
It will be remembered that the uproar of the sil- 
versmiths, under the leadership of Demetrius, in 
the defense of the Ephesian goddess, Diana, was 
followed by Paul’s departure into Macedonia. And, 
certain things, appearing in this Second Epistle, 
make it pretty certain that he had become familiar 
with the conduct and generosity of the Macedonian 
brethren just before the Epistle was penned. 

The attempt to analyze each Book of the Bible 
is a very natural and even a defensible one. It is 
the attempt to clarify and make meaningful, with 
a view to revealing the objectives, that were in the 
writer’s mind as he employed his pen. 

Not every Book of the Bible yields readily to a 
natural analysis, and II Corinthians is prominent 
among the exceptions. 

There are expositors who divide the Book rough- 
ly into three parts: Paul’s Self-defense, Chapters 
1—7; His Direction Concerning the Collection, 
Chapters 8,9; and His Emphatic Claims for Apos- 
tolic Succession, Chapters 10—13. 

It is doubtful, however, if Paul was ever con- 
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scious of making any natural breaks in this Book. 
His two-fold object in writing it is to clear up mis- 
understandings incident to the reading of the First 
Letter, and to impress his Christian brethren, at 
Corinth, with his Divinely appointed apostleship. 

We shall undertake at this time a study of the 
text found in Chapters 1 and 2. 

The introduction to the Book is a repetition of 
the apostolic claim: “Paul, an Apostle of Jesus Christ 
by the will of God’. Comparing this with I Corin- 
thians, we lend weight to the word “repetition”, 
for there the writer began, “Paul, called to be an 
Apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God”. 
Beyond all question, the apostolate was already 
recognized in the churches, as surely so as the 
Diaconate. 

The Epistle is addressed not only to the church 
at Corinth, but to “all the saints which are in all 
Achaia’. The salutation seems to be in a placating 
spirit, “Grace be to you and peace from God our 
Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ’. The sen- 
tence was calculated to remove prejudice, to allay 
opposition, and to secure an impartial hearing. 

By this careful approach, Paul proceeds to pre- 
sent certain Divine and desirable considerations, 
such, for instance, as the Father and Affliction, 
the Brother and Affection, The Father and Divine 
Favor. 


THE FATHER AND AFFLICTION 


“Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort; 
who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be 
able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the com- 
ee wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God” (vss. 
3,4). 
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Herein is the Divine Fatherhood defined. The 
definition is most engaging, and it should be most 
illuminating. 

“God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort’. 
Whence brings the Apostle such a conception? 

He had never sat at the feet of Jesus to hear Him 
speak of God as “My Father”, or define Him as 
“your Father”. It is very certain that he had nev- 
er seen Jesus in the flesh, nor heard one word 
from His lips. It is not in the least likely, that in 
the vision vouchsafed him when on the way to 
Damascus, he was smitten to earth, there was any 
revelation made of the Divine Fatherhood, or ref- 
erence even to the Divine compassion. If so, it 
is certain that no record of such a revelation found 
its way into the ninth chapter of Acts. 

Whence, then, could Paul have brought this con- 
ception of God? From the Old Testament, the 
Book with which he was thoroughly familiar? 

The Modernist would answer, “Nay, verily; the 
Old Testament presented God as malevolent, not 
merciful, and as the God of judgment, not the ‘God 
of all comfort’.” But such an interpretation of the 
Old Testament God, on the part of the Modernist, 
is as absolutely a contortion of its content as is the 
claim of the same Modernist that the Old Testa- 
ment teaches a flat earth, a firmament or roof, and 
a six day origin of earth’s existence. 

The Old Testament does present God as the Fa- 
ther of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. That 
relationship is the burden of its prophecies. The 
Old Testament does present God as “the Father of 
mercies’. One does not get out of Genesis, its first 


42 THE BIBLE OF THE EXPOSITOR 


Book, until he hears Lot saying, “Thou hast mag- 
nified Thy mercy, which Thou hast shewed unto me 
in saving my life’ (Gen. 19:19). One no sooner 
comes into Exodus than he discovers that God in 
His “mercy hast led forth the people” (Exod. 15:13). 
In the midst of the giving of the tables of the Law, 
the Lord passed by before Moses and proclaimed, 
“The Lord, The Lord God, merciful and gracious, 
longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, 
keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and 
transgression and sin” (Exod. 34:6,7). The whole 
Book of Leviticus drips with the blood that spake 
alike of mercy and pardon. In Numbers Moses prays 
for his people in these words, “Pardon, I beseech 
Thee, the imquity of this people according unto the 
greatness of Thy mercy, and as Thou hast forgiven 
this people, from Egypt even until now’ (Num. 14: 
19); while Deuteronomy records, “Know there- 
fore that the Lord thy God, He is God, the faithful 
God, which keepeth covenant and mercy with them 
that love Him and keep His commandments to a thou- 
sand generations’ (Deut. 7:9). 

These five Books of the Pentateuch are only an 
earnest of the Revelation of God’s mercy to be made 
in the other thirty-four Old Testament volumes. The 
biggest thing about God, even in the judgment of 
Old Testament teachers, was “His mercy”, In 
fact, there is no essential difference between the 
God of the Old Testament and the God of the New. 
The Modernists’ attempt to force an evolutionary 
idea into the representation of the Old Testament 
God as an embryonic promise of the God of the 
New Testament, has just about as much fact in 
its favor as does the claim that man is an evolution 
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from a monkey. The truth is, there’s nothing in 
nature that argues the last, and nothing in revela- 
tion that hints the first. 

Paul was an intelligent, sincere and competent 
student of the Old Testament Scriptures, and from 
them he learned of the God who is “the Father of 
mercies, and the God of all comfort; who comforteth 
us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to com- 
fort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort 
wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God”. 

This Scripture also declares the fruit of an effec- 
tual faith. 


“For as the sufferings ‘of Christ abound in us, so our 
consolation also aboundeth by Christ. 

“And whether we be afflicted, it is for your consolation 
and salvation, which is effectual in the enduring of the 
same sufferings which we also suffer: or whether we be 
comforted, it is for your consolation and salvation. 

“And our hope of you is stedfast, knowing, that as ye 
are partakers of the sufferings, so shall ye be also of the 
consolation” (II Cor. 1:5-7). 

It is good to know that whatever the sufferings 
of life may be, Christ has endured them in far more 
abundant measure; and when we ourselves are af- 
flicted, it only fits us to console those who shall 
come into kindred experience, thereby enabling 
them to endure, and to console them with “the com- 
fort wherewith we ourselves are comforted”; for it 
isatruth, attested in multiplied experiences, that the 
partakers of sufferings are equally sharers in con- 
solation. It is a fact that we learn how to sympa- 
thize by sufferings; and it is equally true that we 
learn how to provide consolation through suffer- 
ings. 

Aquilla Webb, in his “1001 Illustrations for Pul- 
pit and Platform,” tells how, during the recent war 
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after a German attack, an American boy came back 
inside the ranks and shortly discovered that his pal, 
with whom he had gone out, had not returned. Im- 
mediately he asked permission to go back over the 
battlefield, if possible to find him. A superior offi- 
cer advised against it, saying, “If you find him, it 
will not be worth while; and you will go at the 
risk of your life, but if you are determined, you 
can go.” 


The boy went immediately, found his friend 
badly hurt, and carried him back near to the Ameri- 
can line, where the wounded soldier died. The 
rescuer had just straightened himself up and started 
back with the dead body, when a shot struck him. 
He dropped the body and dragged his own just 
over the line. The officer, seeing him, came out to 
lend help. Knowing that his life was fast ebbing 
he said, “I told you, you had better not go—that 
you might lose your life. Was it worth while?” 


“Yes, Officer”, replied the dying soldier, “it was 
worth while; for when I reached him, he said, ‘I 
knew you would come’; and to hear those words 
from his lips was worth while.” 


There are times when the consolation of one’s 
presence is the greatest consolation possible—when 
the sense of nearness, the certainty of sympathy, 
the expression of affection, is the thing valuable 
above all other things; and there is no one in the 
world who can make that contribution so well as 
those who have suffered, and whose sympathy, 
born of much suffering, becomes more than con- 
solation—it becomes a support of veritable 
strength, an imparting of spirit, a gift of self. 
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Turning back to our text, we find the Apostle 
facing death without fear. 


“For we would not, brethren, have you ignorant of our 
trouble which came to us in Asia, that we were pressed out 
of measure, above strength; insomuch that we despaired 
even of life: 

“But we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we 
should not trust in ourselves, but in God which raiseth the 
dead” (II Cor. 1:8,9). 

Joseph Fort Newton, formerly pastor of the City 
Temple, London, writing to an intimate friend 
concerning his own mother’s death, after having 
paid many and beautiful tributes to her memory, 
finally wound up, “What a memory! More pre- 
cious than all the gold in all the hills. Last sum- 
mer she spoke of her approaching end as she would 
have spoken of a journey. She had not the slight- 
est fear of death. As she spoke, there was in her 
eyes a far look, as of one who looked into the dis- 
tant future—so serene; and in the depths of my 
being I know that its vision was fulfilled.” 

People sometimes speak as if death were not only 
the last, but the worst of enemies; but not for those 
who have ceased to trust in themselves, and who 
place their confidence in the God which raiseth 
the dead, who delivered us from so great a death 
as sin, and in whom we trust that He will yet de- 
liver us from the death of the grave and seat us 
in heavenly places with Himself. 

It was some such thought that must have stirred 
the Apostle when he penned the words, “For our 
light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh 
for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory; while we look not at the things which are seen, 
but at the things which are not seen: for the things 
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which are seen are temporal; but the things which are 
not seen are eternal’ (II Cor. 4:17, 18). 

But this thought of affliction and the Heavenly 
Father, leads to another and a kindred one, namely 


AFFLICTION AND THE BROTHER 

We recall Solomon’s proverb, 

“A friend loveth at all times, and a brother is born for 

adversity” (Prov. 17:17). 

Paul here expresses the preciousness of a broth- 
er’s prayer. 

“Ve also helping together by prayer for us’. The 
prayer to which the Apostle here refers, was con- 
cerning a collection which had been taken, doubt- 
less for the Apostle’s support. It is called “the gift 
bestowed upon us by the means of many persons’, 
and for that Paul desired that “thanks may be given 
by many on our behalf”. 

There are some of us who count the great prayer 
fraternity, who hold us constantly before God’s 
throne, as our fortune. We believe that interces- 
sory prayer is a power; and while we do not at- 
tempt to explain it, we bear witness to this fact 
of experience, namely that when our burdens have 
been heaviest, our danger most imminent, when the 
Adversary seemed most determined against us, we 
have discovered that somehow the Spirit of God, 
anticipating all of that, had stirred many people to 
pray; and more than once we have been compelled 
to assign victory to intercessory prayers. 

Some years since I was passing through a great 
trial and I believed at that time that it was the 
greatest of my life. In the very midst of it, when 
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I was utterly unfitted for any duty, I had to keep 
an engagement of long standing in Chicago. 

On reaching that city, I found an old-time friend 
eager for me to come out to Morgan Park and dine 
at his home. In answer to his urgent invitation, I 
went. His wife and mother were marvelously god- 
ly women—women who walked in the Spirit. At 
the dinner table, imagine my amazement to have 
the wife say to me, “Dr. Riley, two nights ago 
mother and I were led to spend the whole night in 
prayer for you. We did not know why, but we 
found it impossible to do else.” The speech aston- 
ished me immeasurably, but it also lent me hope 
in an hour that was otherwise dark, for I knew 
prayers so prompted by the Spirit would prevail. 

Years before that, while yet pastor in Chicago, 
and owing to the financial stringency that began 
in ’93, affecting profoundly my little church, I had 
faced exceedingly perilous problems; and to secure 
time to pray them through, I had gone to Southern 
Illinois for a day or two of outing. 

A man came to me in a hunting field, and handed 
me a postal card. It was written by the wife of 
my senior deacon, a great and godly woman. The 
postal card read, “I know your burden this week, 
and I want you to know that day and night I am 
interceding.” 

It was like a sunburst from behind the blackest 
cloud; but better yet is another thought, namely, 
that the brother of all brothers, even our Elder 
Brother Christ, does not forget us. You remember 
how that night when He was about to leave the 
upper room and go to the Garden for His agony 
and betrayal, Jesus first prayed for His disciples, 
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committing them to the keeping power of God, and 
pleading that they might be sanctified in the truth, 
made one in the faith, effective in service, and re- 
ceived at last into Glory. To be sure, in their weak- 
ness they slept when He needed them; but even 
that failure did not keep them from the Father’s 
blessing, for Christ had prayed for them. 


We sometimes forget that Christ is the same yes- 
terday, today and forever. The Christ of Peter is 
your Christ and my Christ; and that even as He said 
to Peter, “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired 
to have you, that he may sift you as wheat: but I have 
prayed for thee, that thy faith fal not’ (Luke 22: 
31, 32), so He speaks to us and pleads in our behalf, 
that we, when we recover, might strengthen our 
brethren. Yea, that we in response might, like 
Peter, be ready to say, “Lord, I am ready to go with 
Thee, both into prison, and to death” (Luke 22:33). 


But to push a little further into our text, we have 
an appeal for fellowship in the faith. 
“For we write none other things unto you, than what 


ye read or acknowledge; and I trust ye shall acknowledge 
even to the end; 

“As also ye have acknowledged us in part, that we are 
your rejoicing, even as ye also are ours in the day of the 
Lord Jesus. 


“And in this confidence I was minded to come unto you 
before, that ye might have a second benefit” (II Cor. 1: 
13-15). 

Undoubtedly the discussion over the First Epis- 
tle had created doubts as to whether Paul’s views 
and theirs were one, and as to whether he was a 
true Apostle of the Christian faith. This is Paul’s 
declaration that he stood with them for the funda- 


mentals, and Paul’s appeal that they stand with 
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him for the same and join with him in setting for- 
ward their common cause. 


Fellowship in Christ is a spiritual asset, indeed, 
and the marvel is that we make so little of it. Any 
careful review by a man or woman who had passed 
middle years, and who had long been a servant 
of the King, would show that the church is the 
world’s greatest and best fraternity—that in spite 
of occasional bickerings in the same, it does produce 
a brotherly bond not often found in worldly orders. 
To be sure there are those who get into the church 
who never sense this fact, nor lend any meaning 
to it. 


I have read but recently of a certain gentleman 
who, being in a city on Sunday, attended a service. 
In the pew just in front of him sat an extremely 
fine-looking man. When the service was over, the 
man walked out without even a notice of the 
stranger just back. A few days afterward this 
same stranger attended a lodge. On the day fol- 
lowing, he was walking along the street and he 
saw a handsome man plowing across the same, his 
face radiant, his arm uplifted, his fingers itching 
for a hearty grasp; and as he came near, he said, 
“Friend, I saw you at my lodge last night. I want 
to welcome you.” It was the churchman he had 
seen on Sunday. While not a secret order man, I 
have never been a rabid antagonist of the same; 
but I do say without hesitation that to make more 
of the fellowship of the world than of the fellow- 
ship in the church is to raise the question whether 
one knows the Christ. 
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Finally, a request for cordial acknowledgment. 


“But as God is true, our word toward you was not yea 
and nay. 

“For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached 
among you by us, even by me and Silvanus and Timotheus, 
was not yea and nay, but in Him was yea. 

“For all the promises of God in Him are yea, and in 
Him Amen, unto the glory of God by us. 

“Now He which stablisheth us with you in Christ, and 
hath anointed us, is God; 

“Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the 
Spirit in our hearts. 

“Moreover I call God for a record upon my soul, that 
to spare you I came not as yet unto Corinth. 

“Not for that we have dominion over your faith, but are 
helpers of your joy: for by faith ye stand” (II Cor. 1:18- 
24). 

This energetic outburst from the Apostle is an 
emphatic plea for a cordial recognition of his Apos- 
tleship. He claims to be “established nm Christ”, 
“anointed of God”, “sealed”, and given “the earnest of 
the Spirit’, and to be unselfish, both in his presence 
among them and his appeals to them. 

One may wonder why the Apostle was so eager 
to have his office and authority recognized. But 
the answer is at hand. Even this early church be- 
lieved in a Biblical order of the ministry: “Apostles, 
Prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers’. Now 
that the Prophet was passing, the Apostle would 
largely take his place. His word would be accepted 
seriously, and his statements received as an end 
of controversy, for the Apostle was, even to the 
early church, the oracle of God. 

John Watson, in The Mind of the Master, brings 
out this fact by saying: “When one studies the 
Epistles he arrives at two conclusions, and they 
help to clear up the situation. It is surely evident 
that between the Apostolic writings and those of 
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the aftertime, from the Fathers to present-day theo- 
logians, there is a gulf fixed. Certain scholars may 
question, without profanity, the inclusion of the 
Book of Esther in Holy Scripture; certain others 
may deny, with less show of reason, any useful 
function to the Book of Ecclesiastes. Many value 
the “Imitation of Christ” next to their Bible, and 
more might give this place to the Pilgrim’s Prog- 
ress. But no one in his religious senses, however 
he may be tempted to undervalue some minor books 
in the canon, or honor above their value some books 
of the later time, would seriously propose to add 
Thos. 4Kempis and Bunyan to the Epistles. It 
would be an impossible action, equivalent to alter- 
nating Mr. Holman Hunt and Mr. Long with Peru- 
gino and Andrea del Sarto.” ; 

There was something in the appearance, some- 
thing in the emphasis, something in the undefine- 
able spirit of Jesus, that led men hearing Him to 
say, “He speaks as one having authority’. But every 
Apostle spoke after the same manner, to a large 
degree, for the simple reason that he spake under 
the power of the same Spirit, and that power was 
recognized in the church of God. 

Finally, the second chapter presents 


FAITH AND THE DIVINE FAVOR 


Faith tends to silence complaints. 


“But I determined this with myself, that I would not 
come again to you in heaviness. 

“For if I make you sorry, who is he then that maketh 
me glad, but the same which is made sorry by Me” (vss. 
T,2)? 


Paul’s decision not to visit Corinth in complain- 
ing spirit, nor to produce needless sorrow in the 
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hearts of his brethren, rests, he declares, upon the 
fact that “God giveth gladness rather than sorrow’. 


There are people who imagine that the sorrows 
of this world are straight from Heaven, that its 
afflictions are the weight of the Father’s hand, that 
its griefs are God’s cat o’ nine tails for correction. 
It’s not only a strange notion, but an unwarranted 
one. Satan is back of the world’s sins, the world’s 
sorrows and the world’s griefs. God is back of the 
sanctity, the joy, the gladness instead! 


People, therefore, who are critics, complainers, 
joy-killers, are neither imitating the Lord, nor ex- 
hibiting His spirit. People who insist upon “dwell- 
ing in heaviness” and who would fain cast the spell 
of sorrow over all their fellows, can hardly enjoy 
the presence of the Holy Spirit, of whom it is writ- 
ten, “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long- 
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith’, nor yet are 
they in vital contact with Him, who said, “These 
things have I spoken unto you, that My joy might 
remain in you, and that your joy might be full” (John 
FSSED). 

Even under the Old Testament dispensation, 
when the grace of God was not fully revealed, the 
Psalmist, by the pen of inspiration, said, “Let all 
those that put their trust in Thee rejoice: let them 
ever shout for joy, because Thou defendest them: let 
them also that love Thy Name be joyful in Thee’ (Ps. 
5:11). 

Paul admits having wept over conditions in the 
Corinthian church, saying, “Out of much affliction 
and anguish of heart I wrote unto you with many 
tears’; but assures them that, when he comes, he 
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will bring his smile, “having confidence in you all, 
that my joy is the joy of you all’ (2:3). 


Beyond all doubt, the note that wins for Christ 
is the joyful note, and the spirit that sets forward 
His cause is the spirit of hopeful expectancy, and 
the face, that wins in His Name, is the one that 
wears the smile of satisfaction. 


Faith also inspires the spirit of forgiveness. 


“But if any have caused grief, he hath not grieved me, 
but in part: that I may not overcharge you all. 

“Sufficient to such a man is this punishment, which was 
inflicted of many. 

“So that contrariwise ye ought rather to forgive him, 
and comfort him, lest perhaps such a one should be swal- 
lowed up with overmuch sorrow. 

“Wherefore I beseech you that ye would confirm your 
love toward him. 

“For to this end also did I write, that I might know the 
proof of you, whether ye be obedient in all things. 

“To whom ye forgive any thing, I forgive also: for if I 
forgave any thing, to whom I forgave it, for your sakes 
forgave I it in the person of Christ; 

“Lest Satan should get an advantage of us” (II Cor. 2: 
5-11). 

It is a strange fact, when brethren in Christ re- 
veal bitterness and refuse forgiveness. Such a 
spirit belongs to the world and not in the church. 
Jesus, Himself, had much to say upon this subject. 
He taught us to pray, “Forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors’ (Matt. 6:12). He asserted, “Jf 
ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your 
Father forgive your trespasses” (Matt. 6:15). He 
revealed the open way into God’s favor by saying, 
“When ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought 
against any: that your Father also which is in Heaven 
may forgive you your trespasses” (Mark 11:25). 
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But, better than precept is His example, since 
He is a forgiving God. 

“The Life of Faith” tells the story of the benev- 
olent physician, whose large practice took him often 
into the hovels of the poor. When the day’s rounds 
were done, he dictated to his secretary charges for 
the same and they were properly entered on his 
accounts. When he could find a spare moment, 
every month he ran his accounts over and, on reach- 
ing the names of people that were poor, he ran red 
ink through the charge and wrote, “Forgiven—un- 
able to pay.” 

When he died, his widow looked his accounts 
over to see what was collectible. She found these 
red marks and comments and knew that the bills 
had never been settled; so she went into Court and 
demanded their payment. In evidence of their 
being due, she presented the books. The Judge 
scanned the pages, noted the red lines run through 
and particularly the comment, “Forgiven—unable 
to pay.” Then he said, “Is this writing in your 
husband’s hand?’ “Certainly,” she answered. 
“Then,” replied the Court, “no Judge in the world 
will give you a verdict against those people, whom 
your husband, with his own hand, forgave, because 
they were unable to pay.” 

Therein is the grace of God toward us. Therein 
is the ground of salvation. Therefrom should be 
the birth of that better spirit that makes brethren 
and cements in love the church of God. 


Finally, faith anticipates triumph against all op- 
position. 


“Furthermore, when I came to Troas to preach Christ's 
Gospel, and a door was opened unto me of the Lord, 
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“T had no rest in my spirit, because I found not Titus my 
brother: but taking my leave of them, I went from thence 
into Macedonia. 

“Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to 
triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of His 
knowledge by us in every place. 

“For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them 
that are saved, and in them that perish: 

“To the one we are the savour of death unto death; and 
to the other the savour of life unto life. And who is suf- 
ficient for these things? 

“For we are not as many, which corrupt the Word ‘of 
God: but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God 
speak we in Christ’ (II Cor. 2:12-17). 

“Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to 
triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of His 
knowledge by us in every place” (vs. 14). 

We sing sometimes, “Faith Is the Victory”. The 
entire 11th chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews 
was written to prove that fact. What marvelous 
series of illustrations it contains: “By faith Abel 
offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain” ; 
“by faith Enoch was translated that he should not see 
death” ; “by faith Noah, being warned of God of things 
not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark’ ; 
“by faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into 
a place which he should after receive for an inher- 
itance, obeyed”; “through faith also Sara herself re- 
ceived strength to conceive seed, and was delivered 
of achild when she was past age”; “by faith Abraham, 
when he was tried, offered up Isaac’; “by faith Isaac 
blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come’; 
“by faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused 
to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter’ ; “by faith 


the walls of Jericho fell down.” 

“And what shall I more say? for the time would fail 
me to tell of Gedeon, and of Barak, and of Samson, 
and of Jephthae; of David also, and Samuel, and of 
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the Prophets; who through faith subdued kingdoms, 
wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped 
the mouths of \lions, quenched the violence of fire, 
escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were 
made strong” (Heb. 11:32-34). 

Yes, faith is the victory! 

In the Chionicle of the London Missionary So- 
ciety is written concerning Robert and Mary Mof- 
fat, whose early mission to Bechuanaland was car- 
ried on without a ray of encouragement for ten 
years. No convert was made. The directors at 
home questicned the wisdom of continuing the mis- 
sion and advised their return home. 

Just at tht time, a friend from England wrote 
to Mrs. Mofiat, asking what gift she could send out 
‘to her and that believing woman wrote back, “Send 
us\a commu ion service. One day it will certainly 
be needed”! The communion service was pur- 
chased and s‘arted of its way. Just before its ar- 
rival alittle group of six new converts made a pub- 
lic confessior of their faith and that communion 
service reached Mrs..Moffat only one day in ad- 
vance of the time it waS employed in the first ad- 
ministration cf the Lord’s Supper in Bechuanaland. 

Faith is the victory! 


CHAPTER IV, 


CHRISTIAN LOVE—THE SUPREME 
CONSTRAINT 


CHRISTIAN LOVE—THE SUPREME 
CONSTRAINT 


“The love of Christ constraineth us” (II Cor. 5:14). 


T is doubtful if there is a single phrase in the 
entire New Testament that comes so nearly 
summing up the spirit of Christianity as does 
this sentence. It was written to the Corinthians— 
Greek converts to the Church—and its important 
word “love” needed, therefore, a new definition. 

Paul has already given that in the thirteenth of 
I Corinthians. ‘The reason why he took such pains 
in that definition, and gave such space to it, was the 
new significance attaching to the word. 

By the heathen of the Apostle’s day “love” had 
been degraded, and the very term was synonomous 
with “sentimentality” or even “sensuality”; and 
the Apostle must needs redeem it for Christ’s sake 
and give to it a new spiritual and social significance, 
all of which was matchlessly done in the great 
chapter to which we have referred. 

The contrast, therefore, here is a most extensive 
one, and in order to understand this one sentence, 
one must have read at least the two Epistles to the 
Corinthians. But when he has done that carefully, 
thoughtfully, considerately, he will see at least 
three suggestions which it is our purpose to study. 


THE SUPERIOR LOVE! 


“The love of Christ”! 
The world never saw its like; in truth, had never 


known anything of close kinship with it. Up to 
59 


60 THE BIBLE OF THE EXPOSITOR 


that time the greatest love the world knew any- 
thing about was the love that led a father or a 
friend to lay down his life for his child or his 
boon companion. In other words, love had lived 
in a reciprocal realm; it gave expecting to receive 
again. “But God commendeth His love toward us, 
in that, while we were yet sinners, (aliens, enemies, 
rebels) Christ died for us’. ‘This, then, is the supe- 
rior love—such love as the world had never seen 
till Calvary’s hour. 

The very phrase, then—“the love of Christ”’— 
kept in mind, privileges us to make certain state- 
ments. It is superior to sensuality. Dr. W. J. 
Dawson says, “At the time Christ came, love had 
a physical significance, but no moral or spiritual 
one. It was a synonym of physical sensation. It 
was the basis of the most abominable acts, because 
the word had become saturated with abominable 
meanings, by pagan poets, by vile Emperors, and 
by the filthy corruptions of a vile people.” 

Even today this good word has not entirely been 
delivered from such unholy uses. Not long since 
Jacob Beelhart—devotee of free love—was telling 
the people of the land, “Love is the guiding spirit 
of a universal system, and is harmony. The in- 
tellect is subjective because it is unworthy, and the 
bubblings of the heart are only free to direct the 
conduct of the spirit.” 

And yet, every one knows how short-lived are the 
sickly sentences and sentiments growing out of 
such definition of this good term. History has not 
a few illustrations akin to that to which our city 
has been treated this past week, in which it has 
been seen again that no endearing terms, in which 
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lions of cash, can hold together people who know 
nothing of the new meaning of this word. 

Thomas Dixon tells how Lord Bulwer gushed 
in his love letters, beginning them, “My dearest 
and kindest” and “most bootiful poodle’, and 
ending them, “my angel”, “my love”, “my light’; 
but after a few brief years was upon this same 
woman with a carving knife. As he sprang at her, 
she cried, “For God’s sake, take care Edward!” 
at which he dropped the knife and with the ferocity 
of a tiger, sprang at her and bit a hole in her cheek. 

The lower animal life knows all about love-making, 
but it is on a sensual basis; there are in it no spiritual 
elements. There are men so animalized that they 
cannot understand the phrase even, “the love of 
Christ” ; and such salacious writers insist that Jesus 
was in love with the Magdalenes and might have 
married Mary of Bethany had not His enemies 
hunted Him to His death. 

It is also superior to sentiment. When I use the 
word “sentiment”, I mean to use it properly, and to 
employ it significantly. I have never been able 
to join with those people who objected to senti- 
mentality. Love without sentiment is a rose with- 
out aroma. The woman whose husband is with- 
out sentiment will never be happy; and the hus- 
band whose wife is without sentiment and the will- 
ingness to express it, will never know the mean- 
ing of domestic sweetness. 

And yet, sentiment, in itself, is not sufficient. It 
can love those who are attractive and responsive 
so long as they do not cross its will or betray its 
trust. But a clash of wills can speedily kill senti- 
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mental love; and the betrayal of trust will bury 
it in the deepest of graves. Recently a man in a 
hotel introduced himself to me. He was personally 
attractive, clean in speech, wholesome in thought, 
a good conversationalist, and in a few days we felt 
that we were mutual friends. I invited him to my 
room and showed him the pictures of my wife and 
children, and then he opened his heart and told 
me his life experience and incidentally explained 
that of his bachelorhood. He said: “I grew up on 
the farm. My ideals of women were of the most ex- 
alted. As a young man of twenty-seven, I found 
one I supposed to be my ideal and was paying her 
ardent court when an intimate friend of mine asked 
me to give him an hour in counsel. Before he had 
finished the day’s conversation he had charged her 
with loss of character, with living an immoral life! 
It stunned me, and produced skepticism. I wanted 
to be manly, and I went to her and told her exactly 
what had been told me. She denied it absolutely, 
notwithstanding evidence that made an implicit 
faith impossible. Our relations were renewed and 
went on for nearly two years, and were rapidly 
approaching the climax of marriage, when I faced 
her with one question, ‘Tell me now, as one who 
must answer before God for the words that pass 
your lips, were the reports that reached me re- 
garding your conduct truthful or false? I want no 
equivocation; I want an answer in one word, “Yes” 
or “No!”’ Upon her knees, with face mantled in 
blushes, and stained with tears, she said, ‘I cannot, 
I will not lie longer, every word was true! I did 
miss the way! I did forget the instruction of my 
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youth. The blandishments of one who professed 
to love me, seduced and led me astray.’” 

And he said, “Mr. Riley, what else could I do 
except to say, “That is the end for us,’ and take my 
way in the world alone?” His was not the highest 
love. The love that died that day was not the love 
of Christ; it was the death of a human sentiment— 
wholesome, sweet, beautiful, maybe, but inferior 
to the love which I am telling this morning—that 
love that forgives, the love that can forget, the 
love that is so great that it has power in itself to 
cleanse every spot and stain—“the love of Christ!” 

It is superior to sanguinity or the loss of blood 
relative. We count it a beautiful thing for a man 
to love his wife, for a woman to ardently love 
her husband, for parents to love their children, and 
children their parents, for brother to love brother 
or sister, for friend to love friend. And yet, even 
that love is a far-cry from the love of our text. 
Christ said of it, “Jf ye love them which love you, 
what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the 
same” ? 

A man has never particularly exalted himself 
in my judgment when he has said, “I do not see 
the need of being a Christian! I love my wife and 
treat her decently; I love my children and keep 
them comfortably ; I live at peace with my neigh- 
bors; I care for my creditors and pay my debts; 
what more can be demanded?” 

That puts love upon almost a commercial basis. 
That is the arrangement of tit for tat; that is the 
philosophy of quid pro quo; that was the sentiment 
that moved the man to pray for “Me and my wife, 
my son John and his wife; us four and no more.” 
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Dr. Dawson was correct when he said, “There 
can be no more absolutely selfish force in the world 
than that kind of love which limits itself to its own 
kith and kin. Feudalism is sufficient to teach you 
that. The vital principle of feudalism was loyalty 
among families, tribes and clans. And what was 
the result? In the Old World one is shown from 
castle to castle, and when he comes to Edinburgh 
he hardly needs to have the guide explain, “You 
will notice that there is only one side of this castle 
which is approachable.” There was only one way 
in which the attacking force could reach this castle, 
that was from the East. At Warwick the moat 
is still in existence—dried up, but it used to be 
filled with water, making it not only necessary 
for the enemy to scale the walls, or force the gates, 
but also to build an approach across this great cir- 
cle of water before he could get at his enemy, spill 
his blood and take his house. On the North Rim 
of Antrim County in Ireland, you see a grand view 
of the castle constructed in two sections—and a 
drawbridge between. If the enemy attacked from 
the sea, they retreated landward and pulled up the 
bridge; if from land, seaward and pulled up the 
bridge. The dwellers of that castle, the family and 
servants of that petty king were to be protected, 
such was the life-interest! But such was a self- 
love! No, family ties are not sufficient; the feudal 
plan was a poor expression of love as Christ and 
His Apostles employed it; and that modern feudal- 
ism, which now expresses itself in the commercial 
mart more strongly than elsewhere, is ten thousand 
times removed from the teaching of our text. It is 
not 
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“The simple plan 

That they should take who have the power 

And they should keep who can!” 
That may create and preserve fortunes and families, 
and keep alive the spirit of feudalism; but it also 
incites riot and battle and bloodshed, and the love 
of Christ would perish between such conflicting 
forces. 

Thank God there is a love which expresses itself 
beyond that of the feudalistic spirit, beyond that 
which holds to the family and joins kith and kin. 
Let me give you an illustration: A pastor of the 
Highbury Quadrant Church, London, once said, 
“Recently there stood up in the lecture hall of my 
own church a woman who for the first time opened 
her lips in public. She got up to tell us how, by 
the grace of God, she had been recovered from a 
condition of what seemed hopeless drunkenness. 
She was a woman born into good society, accom- 
plished, speaking four languages, a fine musician, 
widely travelled, and yet she had sunk into the 
lowest gutter of inebriety, thrust out by her friends, 
left to perish, and discovered by a Salvation Army 
lass who took her, with all her repulsiveness, 
straight away to the Salvation Army Home for 
Inebriates ; and so little did the family of that wom- 
an love her, although they are wealthy people, mov- 
ing in good society, that they have never paid that 
Salvation Army captain for the cab fare. 

“This woman comes once more before the world, 
after eighteen months of suffering and struggle, 
reclaimed. You would say, now domestic love will 
surely come in; now the sense of kith and kin will 
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be revived; now her friends will open their arms 
to receive her! 


“No! No! Her children are told she is dead! Her 
husband wishes to see no more of her. Her own 
mother consents to meet her only at a public res- 
taurant; and the woman told me how she went, 
with what a turbulent heart within her, and with 
what a yearning love for her mother. But the re- 
ception she got was so freezing cold, she could 
not endure it, and she said, ‘I began to ask myself 
whether it paid to be good, and I turned from my 
own mother and came back to the Salvation Army 
woman, the mother of my soul, for I knew that, in 
her, I had a love which no one else could give me.’ 


“Ah! was not Christ right when He said, ‘Jf ye 
love them which love you, what reward have ye’? 
Some of us have friends who have cost us grief 
and shame and misery, and we know how we feel 
about them. We don’t wish to see them again. 
We prefer to forget them, and—God forgive us— 
we almost wish they were dead. That is the nat- 
ural feeling of grieved and wronged and betrayed 
human love. We are no worse than our fellows, 
it may be, when we acknowledge such feelings. 
But Christ demands that, if we are Christians, we 
should be much better than our fellows, and much 
better than the best of our fellows according to the 
flesh. 


“And, what force is there that can make us feel 
kind even to our own kith and kin who have bruised 
and hurt and put us to shame by their conduct? 
What, but the love of Him who, being sinless, 
bore the sins of others; who, being just, died for 
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the unjust that He might bring us to God, and nev- 
er complained of the injustice of it? 

“Human love failed that poor woman in her worst 
need. Where human love fails, Christ’s love comes 
to the rescue, and by this ‘we know that we have 
passed from death unto life, because we love the 
brethren’ .” 

But I pass on to the second phrase concerning 
is 

THE SUFFICIENT CONSTRAINT 

Sufficient for what? One might answer, for any 
thing; for everything! Has not Paul said of this 
love that it “Beareth all things, believeth all things, 
hopeth all things, endureth all things. Charity never 
fatleth”. 

It is sufficient, then, to overcome apathy. The 
need of the world is redemption from indifference. 
East India, with its Christian Science philosophy, 
is not alone in this need. Its greater indifference 
is participated in, to a greater or less extent, by 
all men and women of the world, and Frederick 
W. Robertson never said a truer thing than when 
he said, “There are fewer signs in a soul’s state 
more alarming than that of religious indifference.” 
He might have added by way of definition, “social 
and spiritual indifference.” 

Charles Cuthbert Hall, the famous preacher, 
speaking in Chicago some years since, said, “We 
all rejoice in the remarkable growth and the ex- 
cellent features of American civilization, and we 
are pleased at the relatively good state of the com- 
mon morality of the people. We are proud of our 
country and we like to speak of it in praiseworthy 
terms to our brothers across the water; but a deeper 
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examination of the social side of our American 
life reveals a situation that causes anything but 
satisfaction. It is a matter of consternation and 
deep concern to us that the moral standard of 
American life is deteriorating. In the hustle and 
bustle of every-day activity we have astonished 
the world; but, morally, we are rapidly going 
astern—so rapidly that one is dumfounded at the 
contrast after a visit to some of the countries of 
the old world. I am an optimist through and 
through, but Iam not a stone-blind optimist. I feel 
and know from observation that religion has little 
if any part in our American civilization today. 
This is a lamentable state of affairs, and it behooves 
each and all of us to do all we can to help to stem 
this tide of indifference. Our home life is not what 
it should be, and it is not to be wondered at when 
we realize the general apathy of the people as re- 
gards their spiritual welfare.” 

But why this indifference even in the realm 
where men and women are supposed to be the most 
interested—the realm of the home? Simply be- 
cause “the love of Christ” is not there. It has been 
crowded out; oftentimes unconsciously crowded 
out. The father is not fully aware how effectually 
it has been killed ; the mother is not cognizant of it; 
the children are not. Little by little they have let 
the world in and the love of the world has been 
death to the love of Christ, for it is not only writ- 
ten in John’s Epistle, but it is written into the ex- 
perience of every man and every woman, as the 
eternal, unchangeable truth, that if you “love the 
world”, and “the things that are in the world,’ “the 
love of the Father” cannot abide, “for all that is in 
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the world, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and 
the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the 
world’. 

When that gets possession spiritual apathy is 
inevitable. There is but one way to conquer it— 
Christ in the heart; Christ in the Life; Christ in 
the home! You can hang your motto on the wall: 

“Christ is the unseen Guest in this home” 
but that will not help a particle unless Christ be 
enthroned in the heart; be made indeed the Guest 
of the home, the central figure in morning prayer, 
the Counsellor of the day’s purchases, the Director 
in the day’s duties, in fact, the Lord of life. 

“The love of Christ” is the only adequate con- 
straining force. 

That love can conquer prejudice. It did in His 
case; it will in ours! The Samaritan, hated by His 
Jewish friends, He named a good neighbor; the 
Gentile, denominated a “dog”, He called a Brother. 
The Publican and sinner, social outcasts from the 
Jewish standpoint, He sat with them, ate with 
them, and loved them even unto His death. Truly 
‘it is when we think on Christ as the express image 
of the Father that we can sing the words of that 


old hymn: 
“The love of God is wider, 
Than the measure of man’s mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind.” 


His love can rise above repulsion. There are so 
many people, some of them even in the Church of 
Christ, that cannot enter a sanctuary unless its 
every appointment is satisfactory, and its every 
attendant attractive. 

Any man who is in health, and who lays any 
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claim to decency, when he enters the sanctuary 
should come in as clean in person and clothes as 
possible to his purse and powers; but, on the other 
hand, the love of Christ never disfellowships even 
the repulsive man. In His day the blind and the 
halt, the lame, were not cared for as now. The 
majority of the people simply put them away as 
domestic nuisances, social inconveniences. But to 
Christ they were men and women, to be loved, pit- 
tied and aided. He never passed them by without 
a look, a word, a touch. The leper was not only 
a social outcast, but regarded, by his own family 
and friends, as one dead; and was actually driven 
into the fields lest people be compelled to look at 
his open sores. He must, at their nigh-approach, 
cry, “Unclean! Unclean!” and hide himself. Christ 
called the lepers into His presence, and laid His 
hands upon them, and with every evidence of ten- 
derness and love, healed them. 

In the Life of Livingstone we read a story which 
has its duplicates in that of every true missionary, 
of a poor African woman lying by the roadside af- 
flicted by the most repulsive disease; and yet, Liv- 
ingstone stayed his feet, stretched out his hand, and 
contributed in every possible way to her comfort. 
A great preacher says, “This was because he saw in 
her a creature for whom Christ died, and recog- 
nized that in that soul—dumb, confused and ig- 
norant—there was still an immortal soul compared 
with which, in value, all the gold of Ophir and all 
the diamond fields of Africa, were but as the dust 
in the balance.” I think he went a little deeper 
still; he saw in her his own sister. And repulsion 
does not exist where love is truly regnant. 
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I was in a city once where “Quo Vadis” was 
presented in moving pictures, and I dropped in for 
twenty minutes and the scenes I looked upon were 
those that the frightful edict of Nero affected when 
he caused the Christians to be drawn to the middle 
of the arena and driven by their brutal keepers into 
a little circle, and then fifty hungry, starving, lions 
loosed upon them. In a few minutes all that was 
left was the repulsive bones and torn and soiled 
garments. Yet, as I sat there looking upon a scene 
that passed nineteen centuries ago, and upon noth- 
ing better than an imaginary representation of that, 
those bones were not repulsive to me, and those 
bloody garments held for my vision no revolt! I 
yearned to go into the arena and gather up the bits 
of torn garments and gnawed bones and bear them 
away at least to a quiet beautiful burial, because 
the stretch of nineteen centuries could not destroy 
from my thought the fact, “These are my brethren, 
my sisters in Christ.” And where the love of Christ 
is repulsion is unknown. You can tell when you 
walk the streets tomorrow and look upon the poor 
cripple at the side of the walk, and the blind man 
groping his way about the street, whether the love 
of Christ is in your heart or not. Do you want 
to help him, or do you wish you had taken the other 
side of the street? That will well-nigh settle it. 

But I conclude with 


THE SWEEPING PRONOUN 
“The love of Christ constraineth us’. Who are 
the “us’? I think you will consent with me— 
It should include all professors. There was a 
time, doubtless, when it did; but the day was not 
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long prolonged. Ananias and Sapphira joined the 
early church, and Simon Magus sought member- 
ship in it. When the people were “called Christians 
first in Antioch”, the term meant a company who 
were followers of Christ—“dead to sin’, “buried 
with (Christ) by baptism’, “raised * * (to) walk in 
newness of life’. They were a company wholly 
devoted each to all and all to each. Of them the 
world was compelled to remark, both upon their 
affection and upon their faithfulness. When they 
themselves employed the term “us” it swept a defi- 
nite circle, the men and women who lived the 
new life, spake with new tongues, and enjoined 
love in a new meaning. 

But, alas, for a possibility of decline! The prin- 
ciple, “Many are the elect, but few are the select”, was 
even then receiving its proof; and more and more, 
as the days have ‘come and gone, has the opposite 
waxed, until now, as we employ the term, we must 
seek a new meaning. What do you mean by “us’’? 

It does include all possessors—all those who have 
Christ in their hearts; all those who are living the 
new life in Him; all those who know the new mo- 
tive of His love in them. Some of them very hum- 
ble folk, some of them specially notable ones, be- 
long to a common household of faith, to a common 
household of fellowship. Christ is the object of 
that faith and the center of that fellowship. Some 
of them may be as great as Paul; some of them as 
notable as Peter; some were destined to names 
as immortal as that of John; others of them either 
not known, or soon to be forgotten as were “certain 
others of the Apostles”. But in the last Great Day, 
how this circle will shine! In the twenty-first chap- 
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ter of the Book of the Revelation, the time comes 
when the Holy City is let down out of Heaven. 
What a thing of beauty! The glory of God was in it! 
Its light was like unto a stone most precious; its 
gates, pearls; and the wall of the city, we are told, 
had twelve foundations, and in them “the names 
of the twelve Apostles of the Lamb”. 

That day Philip, Thomas, and Bartholomew, 
and Andrew, and Nathaniel, and others, little 
known to church history, will appear as pillars in 
the Church triumphant! 

My brother layman, occupying perhaps an incon- 
spicuous place in the public thought, listen to this 
story and be encouraged. He was a middle-aged 
clerk in a large wholesale house; he had been in 
that office for twenty-five years, and for ten years 
had occupied the first chair in the head office. He 
had no chums, we are told, and no amusements; 
only a cozy, comfortable room in the boarding 
house. He was known as a contented, happy man, 
giving himself assiduously to his work in the store 
on the week days, and in the church on the Sun- 
days. But “every heart knoweth its own bitter- 
ness”, and down beneath his serene countenance 
there was a spirit of restlessness. He was begin- 
ning to ask himself whether he had not missed 
the mark and made a failure of his life. This night 
he remained in the office alone, his head upon his 
arm. No one would have dreamed it, but there by 
himself he was sobbing and saying, “Oh, God, how 
little my life means in the world!” Suddenly the 
last delivery of the day was at hand. The postman 
opened the door without ceremony, flung down 
the letters and went his way. He gathered him- 
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self together and mechanically opened the two 
addressed to him. The first was from British Co- 
lumbia, and from a young man who had been under 
him for five years, and who two years before, had 
gone West. It ran as follows, “Dear Mr. G——: I 
am writing to thank you for all your goodness to 
me while in your office. I am succeeding beyond 
my expectations in business, and yesterday became 
a member of the church, having decided for Christ 
two months ago. For these two blessings of God 
I owe all to you, for in both business and religion 
you have been my example. I hope in this new 
land to help others as you helped me.” 

His tears were dried; there was a something of 
satisfaction settling into his face when he opened 
the second letter. which read, 


“DEAR Sir: I have taken your advice and once more feel 
like a free man. With the money you loaned me I have paid 
my debts, and with God’s help and yours, I will redeem the 
past. I cannot thank you as I ought but I do trust I will 
be worthy of your confidence.” 

A new light came into his face. The old rest- 
lessness passed forever. He walked with the step 
of his youth. God had held the goblet of life to his 


lips and he had drunk deep of “the love of Christ.” 

It is also a pronoun of appeal. “The love of 
Christ constraineth us’. It amounts to an invita- 
tion. Come with us into a new experience and into 
a glorious service. It also amounts to an appeal 
to us to God; for, as Dr. Dixon once said, “The 
two great words of the New Testament are ‘Come’ 
and ‘Go’!”, Come to Christ. Go into all the world 
and preach His Gospel. Our fathers used to sing, 


“Fly, Christians, to their rescue fly, 
Preach Jesus to them e’er they die.” 
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And there is just as much need of it today, New 
Theology notwithstanding. The Word of the Lord 
still is, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us”? 
I do believe that when once it is understood what 
martial demands our Master makes upon His con- 
verts; what sacrifices He requests, and what com- 
pensations He proposes, the spirit of true Chris- 
tianity, wherever it exists, will respond in the lan- 
guage of the hymn that we sometimes sing, if with 
full meaning I do not know: 


“Tt may not be on the mountain’s height 
Or over the stormy sea; 
It may not be at the battle’s front 
My Lord will have need of me; 
But if by a still small voice He calls 
To paths that I do not know, 
T’ll answer, dear Lord, with my hand in Thine, 
T’ll go where You want me to go. 


“T’ll go where You want me to go, dear Lord, 
Over mountain, or plain, or sea; 

I'll say what You want me to say, dear Lord, 
T’ll be what You want me to be.” 


“Perhaps, to-day there are loving words 
Which Jesus would have me speak; 

There may be now in the paths of sin 
Some wand’rer whom I should seek. 

O Saviour, if Thou wilt be my Guide, 
Tho’ dark and rugged the way, 

My voice shall echo Thy message sweet, 
I'll say what you want me to say. 


“There’s surely somewhere a lowly place 
In earth’s harvest field so wide; 

Where I may labor thro’ life’s short day, 
For Jesus the Crucified. 

So trusting my all to Thy tender care, 
And knowing Thou lovest me, 

T’ll do Thy will with a heart sincere, 
V’ll be what You want me to be.” 


COAPTERDY; 


WHY NOT ACCEPT CHRIST? 


WHY NOT ACCEPT CHRIST? 


“Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the 

day of salvation” (II Cor. 6:2). 

HE rain without has so reduced our audience 
that I am tempted to-night to turn aside from 
the subject announced to present another, and but 
for a single circumstance, I should yield to that 
temptation. The circumstance to which I refer is 
my Own experience in confessing Christ, for it was 
about fifty years ago, at a meeting similar, in at- 
tendance, to this, that I confessed the Lord Jesus. 
I am glad the preacher was not discouraged that 
day, by the small audience, to the point of putting 
aside his sermon; and whilst the most of you are 
Christians, there may be some—I doubt not there 
are a few here—who have not as yet found Jesus 
and experienced His salvation, and may God use 
His Word while we talk to-night. 
“Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the 
day of salvation”. 

Men are wont to cry their wares in the most 
startling words. Many a vender of small articles 
arrests the attention of street travellers by screech- 
ing after them, “Behold! Behold!” as if what he had 
were an absolute essential to happiness, when the 
facts often are that the things are not worth turn- 
ing one’s head for. 

But when God pushes aside the curtains of the 
heavens and calls to mortal men “Behold!” there 
is occasion that we stop, consider what He has to 
present, and come into some appreciation of its im- 
portance. And when he repeats that word, saying, 
“Behold” a second time, we need not be surprised 
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to find that the thing to which He calls our atten- 
tion is no less important than the salvation of the 
soul, for the calls of God are always with good oc- 
casion. 
“BEHOLD, now is the accepted time; behold, now is 
the day of salvation”. 


Let us learn then, 


THE PRESENT IS THE TIME DIVINELY 
APPOINTED FOR SALVATION. 


The provision of salvation is perfected. No 
sooner did Adam sin than God offered the Son of 
Man as the one who should bruise the serpent’s 
head (Gen. 3:6-15). Adam’s sin was the freshest 
act of his life when God the Father offered him 
His Son as Saviour, and in His own time that Son 
came and lived a holy life, died a death that demon- 
strated His Divinity, came from the grave on the 
third day, and, leading captivity captive, called 
to man, “It is finished”; and I tell you, tonight, that 
delay touching this matter of salvation is not only 
dangerous, but is absolutely inexcusable, seeing 
that the whole plan of salvation is perfected. 

And God has proffered the experience of salva- 
tion. That is what the Bible means when it says, 
“God so loved the world, that He gave His only Be- 
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life’. 

That is what the church means when it opens 
its doors and invites the people to attend its serv- 
ices; that is what the singer means when he gives 
voice and expression to the sacred hymn, or the 
inspiring anthem; that is what the people mean 
when they pray to God; that is what the preacher 
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means when he presents the Gospel as the power of 
God unto the salvation of every one that believeth; 
that is what all church organizations and all mis- 
sionary enterprises mean. They are the Bride’s 
offer of salvation to a wicked world, and that Bride 
—the Church—voices the great God in saying, 
“Whosoever will, let him take the Water of Life 
freely”. 

Oh, I wish that unconverted men could properly 
appreciate that God is here and is offering you the 
one thing needful for time and for eternity, namely, 
—the salvation of the soul. 

A story is told that an infidel was one day trou- 
bled in his mind, because his little daughter Nellie 
had gone off to Sunday School in which he did not 
believe. He had often said, “There is no God,” 
and yet he was not living in the assurance of ag- 
nosticism, and so the question would keep pushing 
itself back into his mind, “Are you not mistaken?” 
To impress his infidelity the more perfectly on his 
mind, he caused to be printed on some cards, “God 
is nowhere”, and he hung them up in his study. 
When the child came home and began to talk about 
God and show her Sunday School cards, he pointed 
to this inscription and said, “Nellie, cannot you 
read that?” She walked around in front of it and 
began to spell it out “G-o-d, God; i-s, is; n-o-w, 
now ; h-e-r-e, here. God is now here. Isn’t that right, 
papa? I know it is right. God is now here.” 

The hard heart was touched and that father after- 
ward gave up his infidelity and accepted Nellie’s 
faith instead. 

I wish you had Nellie’s ability to interpret the 
Word of God, for He is now here and is saying to 
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you, “Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now 1s 
the day of salvation’. 


THE PROMISE OF SALVATION IS FOR 
THE PRESENT. 
“Behold, NOW is the accepted time; behold, NOW ts 
the day of salvation”. 

Now is the pivotal point of time. The great dif- 
ference between men is the difference in their ap- 
preciation of this fact. Some seize upon the pres- 
ent moment; others indolently wait for a more con- 
venient season. The first succeed; the second fail. 
It cannot be otherwise; and yet men are so foolish 
that they don’t seem to understand why they fail. 

And this temporary failure which comes to the 
indolent is a faint suggestion of the eternal failure 
that must come to those who are always putting off 
the soul’s salvation, who live in a state of procras- 
tination. 


Oh, my friends, that I could bring you to-night 
to see how infinitely important is the proper oc- 
cupation of the present. 


It is told of Napoleon III that he was always 
dilatory; that his good mother was always tell- 
ing him that his unnecessary delays would yet 
be his death. But he would not listen, and when 
one day he was in camp with some of his soldiers, 
a messenger brought him a notice to the effect 
that the Zulus were near, and that an attack might 
come at any time. He half indifferently said, 
“Well, we can spend ten minutes more over our 
cups and yet be safe.” Ere the ten minutes had 
passed, the enemy was upon them, Napoleon was 
stricken down. When his mother heard it, she 
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said, “Oh, my poor boy. He was always pleading 
for ten minutes to throw away.” 

But more depends upon the proper use of ten 
minutes than the life of the body. Many a man 
has had such a period of time on which eternity 
depended and yet has wasted it, and his life went 
out in darkness. 

When Canon Wilberforce was in this country 
preaching from this text, one day he told how a 
miner, having heard the Gospel, determined that 
if it promised his immediate salvation he would 
not leave the presence of the preacher until he was 
in possession of that salvation. After the meeting 
was over he addressed the minister in his rude 
speech, “Didn’t ye say I could have the blessing 
neow?” “Yes, my friend.’ “Then pray with me 
neow; for I’m not goin awa’ we’-out it.” 

And they did pray, both the minister and the 
man, waiting before God until the miner heard the 
silent words from the still small voice of the Spirit 
and knew that he was saved. Then he started up 
saying, “I have got it neow,” and his face was all 
aglow as he repeated, “I have got it neow.” 

The next day a terrible accident occurred in the 
mine and when this minister reached the scene, 
the dead and the dying were on every side. Search- 
ing among them he came upon this big, brawny 
fellow whom he had seen the night before, and lo 
he was dying also. But when he recognized the 
minister, his eyes flashed with their new light and 
he said, “Oh, I don’t moind to die; for I have got it. 
I have got it. It is mine.” 

And, beloved, today “is the day of salvation”. “To 
day if ye will hear His voice, harden not your hearts”, 
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There is no promise for eternity. You are fa- 
miliar with the theory of our second probationists 
that if a soul fails to be saved in time, he will en- 
joy a second chance in eternity. We do well to 
call it Andover theology, for it is certainly not Bib- 
lical theology. 

There are two texts upon which these good peo- 
ple insist, namely, I Peter 3:19 and 4:6. They 
read like this, “By which also He went and preached 
unto the spirits in prison’. “For, for this cause was 
the Gospel preached also to them that are dead, that 
they might be judged according to men in the flesh, 
but live according to God in the spirit’. 

But one needs only to give himself to the con- 
text to see that neither of these texts necessarily 
refer to the inhabitants of hell, and one needs only 
to be fair in his study of the Bible to understand 
that tf they so seemed to teach, it would be nec- 
essary to reconcile them to the multitude of Scrip- 
tures that array themselves against such an opinion. 

Take any standard Concordance and look up the 
final state of the wicked and see what the Scriptures 
are on this subject and be not deceived. Christ 
could hardly be guilty of employing a parable that, 
by the fairest interpretation, must teach grievous 
error; and in the parable of the rich man and Laz- 
arus. He has not Gospel for the doomed man who 
cries for help, and even teaches that they who re- 
ject Moses and the Prophets are incorrigible. 

What hope then of touching the heart of him 
who has added Christ and the Apostles to Moses 
and the Prophets, and, rejecting them all has chosen 
his bed in hell. 

No! The present is the time of your probation, 
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and “now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day 
of salvation”. 

If you have youth on your side, do not dissipate 
it, for it is the very season in which to seek God. 

Solomon the wisest of all men, moved by the 
Holy Spirit, said, “Remember now thy Creator in the 
days of thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor 
the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no 
pleasure in them”. And Isaiah wrote, “Seek ye the 
Lord while He may be found, call ye upon Him while 
He ts near”. 

Oh, beloved, be wise. Accept the counsel of the 
Everlasting God. 


THE PRESENT IS THE TIME TO POSSESS 
SALVATION. 

You need it now. 

It is a poor view of Christianity that supposes 
it to be only a passport to Heaven. “Godliness ts 
profitable unto all things, having promise of the hfe 
that now is’. Who can appreciate its full profit? 

Go with me tomorrow, and I will take you into 
a house not far distant from this sanctuary. The 
father is a drunkard and every appointment of the 
place is in evidence of that fact. The furniture is 
scant and old; wife pale and evidently sick at heart ; 
children poorly clad and cringing in fear. No mat- 
ter how brightly the sun shines without, there is 
always a gloom in that house, and over those 
hearts. He had made good resolutions only to 
break them, and many a time he has pledged his 
wife never to be guilty again, but found no power 
with which to keep the pledge. Oft he has looked 
upon his little ones and in love of them said, “I 
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will be a man,” but ere twenty-four hours he had 
turned down his own throat, in drink, what would 
have been the bread and meat of life for them, and 
in his intoxication, had come back to add physical 
injury to all the insults he had heaped upon bride 
and babes. What does he need? Such a man told 
me one night that he was going, the next day, to 
take the Keeley cure, and I said, “That is good, 
but there is something better,” and he was eager 
to know what it was, and I presented Christ and 
His salvation, and he accepted it, and so far as I 
know, he has never tasted liquor since. 

Go with me, tomorrow, and I will show you peo- 
ple with ungovernable tempers; I will show you 
people with the habits of profanity; I will show 
you people given to gambling; I will show you 
people under the dominance of lust; I will show 
you people demoniacally possessed, and what every 
one of them needs for his infirmity, his failing, his 
sin, is not a separate and specifiic treatment, but 
this same salvation, to bring sweet spirit, instead 
of evil temper, godly gain in the room of gam- 
bling, genuine love into the place of lust, and the 
Holy Ghost into the heart inhabited by evil spirits. 

As I study domestic, social, political, and church- 
ly circles of this world, I say that the sweetest and 
happiest lives to be found in any and in all of them 
are those into which God’s Son has come with His 
present salvation. 

Again, the present is the time to possess His 
salvation. The present is in your power. You 
cannot recall the past. You cannot come into pos- 
session of the future. The utmost that you can do 
is to employ the immediate hour, and I wonder 
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whether you are employing it in seeking for this 
highest good. I wonder if you esteem salvation 
as worthy your thought, your effort, your sleep- 
less endeavor. 

It is told that Pythagoras, the philosopher, in 
his love of learning, was unwilling to lose time, 
and when at night he grew weary with his work 
and the flesh weakened, and would sleep, he tied a 
cord to the beam over his head and fastened the 
other end to a lock of his hair, so that every time 
he slept and nodded, the pain would bring him 
broad awake that he might go on with his books 
again, 

I doubt if human learning, valuable as it is, is 
worth any such suffering endeavor. But, oh, be- 
loved, I have no question that he does well who 
decides that he will never sleep until salvation is 
found. 

Again, if you will possess salvation at this pres- 
ent time, you will exercise a sacred influence for all 
remaining days. 

One’s interest in salvation should not stop with 
his own soul, but only begin there. 

So soon as Andrew and James discovered the 
Son of God, they went atfer their brethren and 
brought them to Jesus. And when we recall the 
fact that the present is the harvest-time for souls, 
shall we be satisfied with anything short of being 
both redeemed ourselves and reapers for our God? 

I often think of a little poem I read somewhere, 
entitled “The Curse of Empty Hands”, and it runs 
like this: 


At dawn the call was heard, 
And busy reapers stirred 
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Along the highway leading to the wheat. 
“Wilt reap with us?” they said. 
I smiled and shook my head. 
“Disturb me not,’ said I, “my dreams are sweet.” 


I sat with folded hands 
And saw across the lands 
The waiting harvest shining on the hills; 
I heard the reapers sing 
Their song of harvesting, 
And thought to go, but dreamed and waited still. 


The day at last was done, 
And homeward, one by one, 
The reapers went, well laden as they passed. 
Theirs was no misspent day, 
Not long hours dreamed away. 
In sloth that turns to sting the soul at last. 


A reaper lingered near 
“What,” eried he, “idle here! 
Where are the sheaves your hands have bound to-day?” 
“Alas,” I made reply, 
“T let the day pass by 
Until too late to work. I dreamed the hours away.” 


“OQ foolish one!” he said, 
And sadly shook his head, 
“The dreaming soul is in the way of death. 
The harvest soon is o’er, 
Rouse up and dream no more! 
Act, for the summer fadeth like a breath. 


“What if the Master came 
To-night and called your name, 
Asking how many sheaves your hands had made? 
If at the Lord’s command 
You showed your empty hands, 
Condemned, your dreaming soul would stand dismayed.” 


Filled with strange terror then, 
Lest chanee come not again, 
I sought the wheat-fields while the others slept. 
“Perhaps ere break of day 
The Lord will come this way,” 
A voice kept saying, till with fear I wept. 
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Through all the long, still night, 
Among the wheat-fields white, 
I reaped and bound the sheaves of yellow grain. 
I dared not pause to rest, 
Such fear possessed my breast; 
So for my dreams I paid the price in pain. 


But when the morning broke 
And rested reapers woke 
My heart leaped up as sunrise kissed the lands; 
For came he soon or late, 
The Lord of the estate 
Would find me bearing not the curse of empty hands. 
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CHAPTER “1, 


THE PERIL OF THE PUTRID TOUCH 


IT CORINTHIANS 6:14-18. 


“Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: 
for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteous- 
ness? and what communion hath light with darkness? 

“And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what 
part hath he thot believeth with an infidel? 

“And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? 
for ye are the temple of the Living God; as God hath said, 
I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their 
God, and they shall be My people. 

“Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye sepa- 
rate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing: and 
I will receive you, 

“And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be My sons 
and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty” (II Cor. 6:14-18). 
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THE PERIL OF THE PUTRID TOUCH 
II Corinthians 6:14-18. 


N continuing this series of sermons, I want to 
speak this evening on “The Peril of the Putrid 
Touch”. The dictionary defines “putrid” as, “in a 
state of putrifaction; tainted”, and we will so em- 
ploy it in this discourse. 

The great Apostle Paul is writing his Second 
Letter to the Corinthians, and in his earnest en- 
deavor to bring these people to right thinking and 
holy living, inserts this earnest, comprehensive 
appeal, 


“Be ye not unequally yoked together unth unbelievers: 
for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteous- 
ness? and what communion hath light with darkness? 

“And what concord hath Christ with Belial? ‘or what 
part hath he that believeth with an infidel? 

“And what agreement hath the temple of God with 
idols? for ye are the temple of the Living God; as God 
hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I 
will be their God, and they shall be My people. 

“Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye sep- 
arate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing: and 
I will receive you, 

“And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be My 
sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty” (II Cor. 6: 
14-18). 


It is the expression of an Apostle’s interest in 
holy living, with all of its consequent blessing of 
fellowship with the Father. 


Two or three suggestions for our study: 


THE TOUCH DEFINED 


We discover in the beginning of this text Paul’s 
definition of the putrid touch. 
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We are experiencing it when we yoke ourselves 
with unbelievers. “Be ye not unequally yoked to- 
gether with unbelievers’. The reference here is 
doubtless to one of two scenes which were often 
witnessed in the Orient. In Deuteronomy 22:10 
there is the plain command, “Thou shalt not plow 
with an ox and an ass together’. Such was an un- 
equal yoking. Their very characters made their 
fellowship in the yoke an incongruity ; and, if there 
could be a degradation of the lower animal life, 
surely the ox suffers an indignity when thus as- 
sociated with the foul-breathed, loud-mouthed, 
homely-appearing beast—the ass. Possibly, how- 
ever, the Apostle had in mind that stranger scene 
where women are yoked with cattle to drag the 
plow as it scratches the field of the Orient; where 
human life, made in the image of God, is degraded 
to the level of the beasts of burden. In either view, 
the Christian is not to yoke himself with the bad- 
breathed, loud-voiced unbeliever, whose words are 
a stench, and whose infidelity is vociferously ex- 
pressed. Much less is the man indwelt by the 
Spirit of God to connect himself with those whose 
unbelief render them beastly. 

When Colonel Ingersoll was yet alive, he wrote 
these things, “I like a man who has good feeling 
for everybody. One man said to another, ‘Will you 
take a glass of wine?’ ‘I don’t drink.” ‘Will you 
smoke a cigar?’ ‘I don’t smoke.’ ‘Maybe you will 
chew something. Let us eat some hay.’ ‘I don’t 
eat hay.’ ‘Well, then, good-by; you are no com- 
pany for either man or beast!’” was the Colonel’s 
farewell. No wonder the Colonel did not like this 
fellow. He was poor company for the intemperate 
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and unclean, and no company for a beast. If he 
had only been willing to eat some hay, the Colonel 
would have stood in the same stall with him in the 
perfect appreciation of his good fellowship; but 
the sober, clean man can poorly afford to drink 
wine, or to smoke, or to eat hay; and certainly 
the Christian man cannot afford to stand in the 
stall with the man whose infidelity has cultivated 
in him the habit of strong drink, or other sins. “Be 
ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers’. 

But the Apostle further defines this putrid touch 
as fellowship with unrighteousness. His question 
is, “What fellowship hath righteousness with unright- 
eousness’? The touch of unbelief means a daily 
temptation to iniquity; and Paul here relates that 
which is associated in life—unbelief and iniquity. 
The popular view of unbelief is not the Biblical 
one. We have come to think that if only a man is 
moral, it makes little difference whether he be- 
lieves on the Son of God. We should remember 
that unbelief is at the bottom of all sin. It is the 
very atmosphere in which Satan flourishes, and 
souls are doomed. 

Charles Spurgeon tells of a company of ministers 
who were disputing whether it was a sin, in men, 
that they did not believe the Gospel. While they 
were discussing it a young layman entered the 
room and said, “Gentlemen, am I in the presence 
of Christians? Are you believers in the Bible, or 
are you not?” ‘They said, “We are Christians, of 
course.” Then he said, “Does not the Scripture 
say, ‘Of sin because they believed not on Me?’ 
And is it not the condemnation of sinners that they 
do not believe on Christ?” Then Spurgeon com- 
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ments, “I would never invent a sophism to prove 
that it is no sin on the part of the ungodly not to 
believe, for I read in the Scriptures, “He that be- 
lieveth not is condemned already, because he hath not 
believed in the Name of the only begotten Son of 
God”. Is it not a sin for a creature to doubt the 
Word of his Maker? Is it not a crime and an in- 
sult to the Deity for me, an atom, a particle of dust, 
to dare to deny His words? Is it not the very summit 
of arrogance and extremity of pride for a son of 
Adam to say, even in his heart, “God, I doubt Thy 
grace; God, I doubt Thy love; God, I doubt Thy pow- 
er?” J want to tell you to-night, that I am profoundly 
impressed that whenever those grosser sins which 
startle society are committed, unbelief lies back of 
them; and when we yoke ourselves unequally with 
unbelievers we are preparing the way for fellowship 
with iniquity. People who are to escape some of 
the most dreadful perils of this world must learn 
that many insiduous attractions are as deadly in 
character as they are beautiful in appearance; and 
that many people whose ways seem winning are 
only applying the arts of destruction. 

Do you not recall how in Gibbon’s “Rome” he 
tells the story of the people of Thessaly, who were 
invited in the name of their sovereign to the games 
of the circus; and such was their insatiate avidity 
for those amusements that they threw off their 
fears and suspicion and attended in great numbers. 
As soon as the assembly was complete, soldiers, 
who had secretly been posted around the circus, 
received a signal—not for the races, but for a gen- 
eral massacre. An awful carnage lasted for hours, 
and somewhere between 7,000 and 15,000 people 
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died in their own blood. The devil has changed 
some of his ways. He does not slaughter the bodies 
of men as he used to do; but his inventions are to 
entice men’s souls, luring multitudes; and the great 
Apostle makes his appeal to Christian people that 
they have no fellowship with the iniquitous, and 
he sounds a needed warning which wise men and 
women will regard. 

There is, however, a third element in this peril 
of the putrid touch which the Apostle calls “com- 
munion with darkness”. “What communion hath 
light with darkness’? Of believers Christ has said, 
“Ve are the light of the world’. And the Apostle 
means to say, “If that be true, ye should not love 
darkness,” for light opposes darkness; light dispels 
darkness. One’s character is determined absolutely 
by whether he loves light or darkness. It is a mat- 
ter of suspicion, to say the least, when a man has 
to guard his mail lest it come under the eyes of his 
wife or Christian friend; when a woman has to 
throw a cloak over her conduct that she may put 
off guard some of those whose inherent right it is 
to know every intent of her heart. 

It is a material illustration of the great moral 
fact that the danger places of a city are the dark 
places—the places where evil men work; and when 
we have a dark secret in the life we are trampling 
the edge of the pit. Some centuries ago, before 
gas or electricity were thought of, the mayor of the 
great City of London commanded that a light 
should be suspended in front of the houses on 
dark evenings; and as the watchman walked his 
beat he cried out ever and anon, “Hang out your 
lights”; and the people who failed to do it were 
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prosecuted by law. It is essential to safety, for 
sin loves darkness! 

In the great City of Chicago, just opposite where 
the old auditorium and its hotel stands, there was a 
house of the deepest infamy. Every art of the Adver- 
. sary was practiced behind its walls. The police at- 
tempted again and again to break it up, but, though 
it was raided often, it ran on and on until, by and 
by, when the great auditorium went up and the 
electric lights were flashed in front of it, and the 
whole street was illuminated, these children of 
darkness, whose awful deeds could not bear expos- 
ure, removed, without a word from mayor or any 
man. 

Irving, in his “Life of Columbus”, tells us how 
when on his third voyage the provisions were all 
either consumed or spoiled, the starving men ate 
nothing in the day time, but after night had fallen 
they consumed in the darkness food from which 
the stomach would have revolted had they even 
so much as looked upon it in the day time. Oh, 
my friends, if we would see our sins as they are, 
loath them as does the Lord our God, and fling 
them from us forever, animated by utter disgust, 
let us drag them into the light, for “If we walk in 
the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship one 
with another, and the Blood of Jesus Christ His Son 
cleanseth us from all sin” (I John 1:7). 


SEPARATION ADVISED 


After the Apostle has called attention to the 
peril of the putrid touch, he calls upon God’s people 
to separate themselves from sinners, “Come out 
from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, 
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and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive 
you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be 
My sons and daughters’. 

God wants a separate people. In the Old Testa- 
ment He said to Israel, “Ye shall be a peculiar treas- 
ure unto me’; and again, “The Lord hath chosen thee 
to be a peculiar people’. This phrase is often re- 
peated in those Scriptures. In the New Testament 
He speaks of “purifying unto Himself” a “peculiar 
people”. This does not mean the cloister. Christ 
never prayed that His people might be taken out 
from the world, but that they might be kept from 
the evil which is in the world. Abraham was never 
asked to be a hermit, but he was expected to be- 
have well in the midst of heathen. They were to 
behold in him an example, and come to under- 
stand something of what the grace of God can doa 
for a man. I know of nothing that would settle 
more of our perplexing questions than a willingness 
to separate ourselves from sinners. There are some 
things that are not positively wrong in themselves, 
but are so fully and completely appropriated by 
sinners, that I cannot afford to practice them; the 
utmost that can be claimed for them is that they are 
on the borderland. They are the peculiar property 
of the men and women who, rejecting Jesus, “fulfil 
the lusts of the flesh’. 

A brilliant woman, a teacher of young women 
in the University of Lafayette, Indiana, with whom 
she was so influential, used to say to the girl 
students, “Young women, when you are in doubt 
about a thing, don’t.” Who can question that 
her advice was wholesome? What do the Scrip- 
tures mean when they declare that “No man can 
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serve two masters’? What is the significance of 
John’s sentence, “Love not the world, neither the 
things that are in the world. If any man love the 
world, the love of the Father is not in him” (I John 
2:15)? Now I am not asking that you assume a 
long face; I am not asking that you dress in 
black unless it becomes you. I certainly am not 
requesting the men to wear high collars, rector’s 
vests, in order to look pious; or the women to don 
Salvation Army or Quaker bonnets, or part their 
hair in the middle and comb it straight, unless 
these things are comely. But I am asking that de- 
portment be exemplary; I am asking that men 
and women go to no place, participate in no thing 
with which Christ would be displeased. I am ask- 
ing that we crucify the lusts of the flesh and subject 
ourselves to personal inconveniences, and even pos- 
itive humiliation and shame, if need be, for Christ’s 
sake. “Jf we suffer, we shall also reign with Him”. 

Charles Spurgeon has a parable about a certain 
king whose son was sent upon an errand to a far 
country, and I suspect that this parable is based up- 
on the New Testament one to which it is so similar. 
He was the lawful prince of that far country, but 
they would not acknowledge him—mocked him, 
set him in the pillory, and they scoffed at him, and 
pelted him with filth. Now there was one in that 
country who loved the prince and who stood up 
for him, and when they pelted him with filth this 
man was so near that he got some of it in his own 
face. He tenderly wiped the filth from the face 
of his prince, and, as often as possible, stood before 
him and shielded him. Finally one day this man was 
called to the court, and the peers and their courtiers 
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were sitting in their places when the king called for 
that man. As the man approached the king said, 
“Make way princes and nobles, make way; here is 
a man I want to honor. He suffered for the sake 
of my son; he stood with him when they were 
scorning and scoffing at him. Make way, I tell you, 
for he shall sit at my right hand.” There is no need 
to interpret this parable. The man who endures 
for Christ’s sake is the man whom God will yet set 
up upon High. Truly “he that humbleth himself 
shall be exalted’. 

He wants a sanctified people. The same God 
who said, “Be ye separate’, also added, “and touch 
not the unclean thing’. ‘The Bible clearly teaches 
sanctification. It does not consist in a speech, but in 
an experience. The man who says, “I am sanctified”, 
can hardly understand the meaning of the term. 
The man who hates sin, and keeps close to Jesus 
lest he should get into it, and who humbly con- 
fesses and asks to be forgiven, has some experience 
of sanctification. The best expression of this great 
Biblical word “sanctification” is not in a creed, but, 
rather, in conduct. “Touch not the unclean thing’. 
The Pharisee who stood and prayed thus with- 
in himself, “I thank God that I am not as other 
men”, was not sanctified, his own opinion to the 
contrary notwithstanding. The publican who 
smote upon his breast and cried, “God be merciful 
to me a sinner”, went down to his house justified, 
and justification is an essential element in sancti- 
fication. When I meet people who are striving 
to surrender all to the Spirit, who really desire 
His infilling, that they may be better servants of 
His will—people who are longing to snap every 
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chain that binds them to any wrong, and to be 
patterns of all that is lovely and of good repute, I 
am face to face with those whom God is sancti- 
fying through His Truth. I do not pretend to say 
how long it will be before that is accomplished. 
The great work of grace can be done in a very short 
time when the conditions are met. The times and 
seasons are with Him; the surrender is with you 
and with me. ‘Truly did Charles Wesley pray 
when he said, 


“Breathe, oh breathe thy Holy Spirit 
Into every troubled breast; 

Let us all Thy grace inherit; 
Let us find Thy promised rest. 

Take away the love of sinning; 
Take our load of guilt away; 

End the work of Thy beginning; 
Bring us to eternal day. 


“Carry on Thy new creation; 
Pure and holy may we be; 
Let us see our whole salvation 
Perfectly secured by Thee; 
Changed from glory into glory, 
Till in Heaven we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 
Lost in wonder, love, and praise.” 


SONSHIP PROFFERED 


The last sentence in this text is its sweetest, “And 
I will receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and 
ye shall be My sons and daughters’. Dr. John Wat- 
son, in his volume, “The Mind of the Master”, 
speaking on the Universal Fatherhood of God, says, 
“One is aghast to discover that this doctrine * * 
for long centuries passed out of the Christian con- 
sciousness, The Anglican communion has thirty- 
nine articles with one on the descent into hell; one 
on the marriage of priests; one on how to avoid 
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people that are excommunicated, and not one on 
the Fatherhood. The Presbyterian communion 
has a confession of thirty-three chapters which 
deal in a trenchant manner with great mysteries, 
but there is not one expounding the Fatherhood of 
God.” And yet, if Watson studied the Scriptures 
better, he would not be surprised, for “the universal 
Fatherhood of God” is not found in the Scriptures. 
Why then should it be in creeds, ancient or modern? 
Christ plainly taught that men who were of His 
Father were those who believed on Him. With 
awful candor He told those who preferred dark- 
ness to the light, “Ye are of your father, the devil’. 
Our text confirms Christ’s speech. The Apostle 
does not present God as the Father of all men; he 
presents Him as ready to become the Father of such 
as would separate themselves from sin and touch 
no unclean thing. 

God proffers His paternity. He says, “I will re- 
ceive you, and will be a Father unto you’. Oh, how 
willing no man can ever tell! There is not a lost 
man on earth whose cry does not stir in the bosom 
of Deity the longing for paternity. God says with 
reference to every sinful man, “How I would like 
to become a Father to him; and I would be his 
Father if he would let me. If he would only re- 
nounce the evil father—the Adversary—and turn to 
me, I would adopt him into my family and make 
him mine own.” 

I know young women who anticipate the bridal 
day with double pleasure because they are to marry 
sons of such noble sires. They are willing to be 
daughters to these men; they admire them for their 
nobility of character and are pleased to be able 
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to win their favor. And, oh, men and women, the 
most marvelous thing in all our history is the cir- 
cumstance that we can give our hands in marriage 
to the Lord of lords, the King of kings, and that 
when once we have taken our vows of loyalty to 
Him we become children of God, for His state- 
ment is, “J will receive you, and will be a Father unto 
you, and ye shall be My sons and daughters, saith the 
Lord Almighty”. 

I wish I could make you understand to-night 
what joy it would give Him if only there went up 
from this audience the voices of the willing, the 
voices of men and women who should say, “Lord, 
receive us; Lord, save us; Lord, let us become Thy 
children.” How many of you have ever read that 
wonderful story of Anthony Hunt, the drover, 
who used to live out on the western prairies? He 
tells us how there was not a house in sight; the 
neighbors were at long distances. He went off one 
day to sell fifty head of cattle, and to buy some 
groceries and dry goods, and his little baby girl 
said, “Papa, bring me a doll.” He promised. And 
as he went out of the yard gate, she cried, “Papa, 
buy a big one!” 

The cattle were sold; the doll was purchased, 
and along with calico, and tea, and sugar, was being 
borne home; and he said, “I was anticipating what a 
good time my little girl would have with it. Long 
before I reached home the night had set in; and 
a dark night it was. The rain was falling in torrents. 
I urged on my horse and as she responded I heard a 
cry. I stopped short and listened; I called and it 
answered ; I couldn’t see a thing. I got down and 
groped about and couldn’t find a thing. I began 
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to be timid. I was a drover and was known to have 
money about me. I thought it might be a trap to 
catch me, and there rob and murder me. I was 
half inclined to run away. But once more I heard 
that piteous cry, and, said I, ‘If any man’s child is 
hereabouts, Anthony Hunt is not the man to let it 
lie here and die.’ Following the sound I was at- 
tracted to a hollow under a hill, and there, sure- 
ly enough, I stumbled right on the little drip- 
ping thing. It moaned and sobbed as I took it 
in my arms. Once on my horse I tucked the little 
soaked thing under my coat as best I could. It 
seemed tired to death, and soon cried itself to sleep 
against my bosom. Coming near to my home I 
saw my own windows lighted, and I supposed wife 
had done it to show me the way; but entering the 
door I saw a great company of neighbors who had 
been gathered from long distances, and my wife 
amid them was weeping. “Oh don’t tell him,’ she 
said; ‘it will kill him.’ ‘What is it, neighbors?’ I 
cried. ‘Sit down,’ said one; ‘what is that in your 
arms? ‘A poor lost child,’ I answered. ‘Take it, 
will you; and care for it; I feel faint.’ And as I 
pulled back my coat and put the little one into his 
arms, lo, the face of my own child! It was my own 
darling that I had picked up and saved from per- 
ishing. After I left, in her eagerness to meet papa 
and get the doll, she had started down the road, and 
you can imagine the rest. It is not much of a 
story, neighbors,” he added, “but I think of it 
often in the nights, and wonder how I could bear to 
live had I not stopped and searched in answer to 
that little cry for help.” Shall man be better than 
God? Oh, let me say to you tonight, to those of you 
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who have wandered so far from Him as to be lost: 
there beats in His bosom the Father-heart, and if 
you will only call, He will come and hunt and find 
and make you His own. 


CHARTER Vil. 


NO COMPROMISE, BUT COMPLETE 
SEPARATION 


Il GORINTHIANS 6:17, 18. 


“Come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith 
the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing: and I will 
receive you, 

“And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be My 
sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty” (II Cor. 
6:17, 18). 
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NO COMPROMISE, BUT COMPLETE 
SEPARATION 


II Corinthians 6:17, 18. 


pa was not only a great preacher; he was 
a great soul! He was one of those rare men 
who see life through serious eyes, and seek to set 
a true philosophy of the same before their fellows. 
It takes deep conviction and high courage to do 
that. It is no shallow flatterer’s work; nor indeed 
is it possible to him who is selfish or cowardly. 
Nothing short of moral earnestness can make a 
true apostle a critic of the conduct of his friends, 
and no other motive can lead to the voluntary risk 
of losing friendship by speaking truth than the 
intense love for the souls of those concerned. 

That is why Paul said what he did in this Epis- 
tle to the Corinthian Christians. He felt commis- 
sioned of God to cry aloud against their sins, and 
the intensity of his speech was only an expression 
of his desire to save—to save them from going back 
to unbelief, back to unrighteousness, back to dark- 
ness, back to Belial, back to infidelity, back to idols. 

There is need of reproof for some of us. There 
is need of persuasion for others. I do not feel my- 
self worthy to criticize my brethren, but I find 
myself unwilling to see those I love go unchecked 
into sin, sinking their own souls, injuring other 
immortals, and dishonoring Him who died for them. 
“Wherefore”, my text, “come out from among them, 
and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the 
unclean thing: and I will receive you’. 
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Such separation from unbelievers ought to char- 
acterize the Christian in 


BUSINESS PURSUITS 


It is as true for the Christian in the world of trade 
as anywhere, that righteousness has no fellow- 
ship with unrighteousness; that light hath no com- 
munion with darkness; that Christ hath no concord 
with Belial, nor the believer any part with the in- 
fidel (II Cor. 6:14). 

In the very character of his calling, Christ’s man 
must be separate from sinners. The custom of 
trade may have weight with unbelievers, and they 
may silence conscience by saying, “No matter about 
the morals; there is money in this.” But the believer 
plays into Belial’s hand the moment he does the 
same. His calling must be clean, and his shop, 
Christ’s stopping place. 

I went one time into a saloonist’s house to see 
some of our Sunday School children, and learned 
that the liquor dealer was a professed follower of 
Christ. I said to myself, “What a travesty!” And 
yet, that is no more a fresh crucifixion of Christ 
than many a supposedly respectable Christian is 
guilty of. I often think of Sidney Lanier’s poem, 
“Ah, the Cruel Marts of Trade”, and say, one of 
the cruelest things about them is the unchristian 
offices into which Christian men are lured by mon- 
ey. I would to God that we had more men among 
us who would rather live on two dollars a day for 
honest work than two hundred dollars for the dev- 
il’s duty jobs. 

In the methods of conducting business, Christian 
men ought to be separate from sinners. Misrep- 


AND THE EVANGELIST 111 


resentations, deceits, cheats, lies, robbery! Let 
those be laid to the charge of unbelievers only, and 
Christ’s kingdom will sooner come! 

It is not the theoretical infidelity that retards 
the progress of the church today; it is the prac- 
tical infidelity of pious hypocrites. A certain gen- 
tleman telegraphed to know what a certain bus- 
iness man was worth. The answer came, “His 
note is worth a million dollars; his word is not 
worth a cent.” Over such church members hun- 
dreds stumble into unbelief, and go down to eter- 
nal death. Making money is not sin per se; but 
don’t sell the soul and your Saviour for silver and 
gold. 

Some years ago, in a southern slave market, a 
black boy was being cried off to the highest bid- 
der. The last offer on him had come from a cruel 
driver, and the little fellow shook with fear. A 
kind man, seeing the situation, went near and said, 
“Tom, if I buy you will you be honest?” In in- 
describable tones Tom answered firmly, “I will be 
honest, sir, whether you buy me or not.” Oh, for 
a church full of Christians who counted integrity 
above all temporal gain! God would work miracles 
for them and through them His kingdom would 
come. 

The Christian ought to be separate from sinners 
in the store he sets by his business pursuits. It 
is not a matter of surprise that a godless baker 
said to me, “Seven days in the week I propose to 
run this shop wide open, until I accumulate $50,000. 
That is my dream and I intend to live wholly for 
ite 

But that a Christian should give to self-gain all 
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his time, talent, and energy, how strange! And 
yet, the commonest excuse among church mem- 
bers today for absences from important services 
rests just there. Many seem to reckon that it is not 
wrong to miss prayer meeting if there is money in 
so doing; not wrong to sleep all day on Sunday so 
as to start with recuperated energies on Monday 
morning. That is true not only of the needy, but of 
men of excellent income. The millionaire has less 
time for his soul than the one dollar a day laborer, 
and Satan has little trouble to convince the com- 
petent Christian that the getting of gold is impor- 
tant above hearing the truth, growing in spirit, or 
saving immortals. 

At a summer resort, a lady late to breakfast re- 
marked to a friend as she hurried into the dining 
hall, “I am late because tired! I danced last night 
until I blistered my feet.” The man was cour- 
ageous and knew this woman to be a professed 
Christian, and so he said, “Did you ever blister 
your feet in the service of your Redeemer?” Of 
course it hurt her feelings. She looked her con- 
tempt for such coarseness, and retreated. 

One week later she came with tear-filled eyes and 
said, “Sir, I beg your pardon for my expression of 
anger. God has forgiven me, after many days of 
prayer, and now when my feet blister again it shall 
be in His service and not in sensual pleasure.” Ah, 
the multitudes! the multitudes! men and women 
who have professed Christ, and yet crowd our 
streets and shops, blistering their feet for mam- 
mon, and having not one evening a week, not one 
hour in an evening to go an errand for Christ, to un- 
saved or backsliding, or sinking souls!) Our Chris- 
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tianity—what is it? Wherein are we separate from 
sinners? 

This text is a call to Christians to be separate 
from sinners in 


THEIR ACCUSTOMED PLEASURES 


The same great teacher who said of business pur- 
suits, “No man can serve two masters: for either he 
will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will 
hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot 
serve God and mammon’” (Matt. 6:24), said to John, 
“Love not the world, neither the things that are in the 
world. If any man love the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him? (I John 2:15). 

There must be a line of separation between the 
Christian’s accustomed pleasures and those of unbe- 
lievers. It is only the carnal that call that into question. 
It is only when men love modern amusements more 
than the church that they debate the subject. It is only 
when liquor has a greater attraction than the Lord 
that men defend the wine cup, or the whisky gob- 
let. It is only when lust eats into the life and drives 
the Spirit of God from the heart, that men defend 
lewdness and say, “At the most it is only indis- 
cretion.” 

God’s good men are not debating how far they 
can be worldly and yet escape hell. Their faces 
are set the other way. Like the wise coachman, 
they see how far they get from the precipice at the 
roadside, and not how near to it they can drive 
without going over. And there is nothing that 
tells the tale of a man’s character as his accus- 
tomed pleasures do. It is a surer index than his 
pursuits. Many a man has chosen an honorable 
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pursuit, or profession, who quits it at close of day 
to go in quest of evil people and hurtful pleasure. 
You don’t know a man so much by spending the 
afternoon with him, as you do by spending the eve- 
ning with him. In the afternoon he is a skilful 
doctor; in the evening a sensual dancer. In the 
afternoon he is an excellent accountant; in the 
evening he is a godless gambler. In the afternoon 
he commands and strong men obey his behests; in 
the evening he is commanded by harlots and has 
no mind of his own. 

Charles Spurgeon says, “When the day’s work is 
done, then ‘the birds of a feather flock together’.” 
It is with many men as it was with those Christians 
of old, of whom, when they were liberated from 
prison, it was said, “Being let go, they went to their 
own company”. 

If your pleasure is in sin, then in sin you choose 
to live, and unless grace prevent, in sin you will 
not fail to perish. 

The Christian who crosses the line that ought 
to separate him from sinful pleasure, does so at 
the cost of his character. Some years ago in Ken- 
tucky a man insulted a preacher who wore my 
name. The story goes that uncle Clark Riley 
hauled off his broadcloth Prince-Albert, and throw- 
ing it on the grass said, “Lay there preacher until 
I lick this man,’ and then he waded in. 

Christianity is not-a coat that you can doff when 
tempted by the world, and don when the debauch 
is over. If you have any you will drag it in the mire 
while you wallow in social mud, and the best you 
can hope thereafter is a stained character. The 
way to conquer the world is to separate yourself 
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from its sins and stand on higher ground. Clifford 
was right in saying, “Holiness is wholeness, health, 
beauty, and it attracts. It is real, and men love 
reality. It is the sham they hate. The real man, 
even if silent, is always a power; the fraud eloquent 
as Cicero must collapse.” To the tempted among 
professed followers, Stebbins’ lines are appropriate, 


“Christian, walk carefully, danger is near; 
On in thy journey with trembling and fear. 
Snares from without and temptations within, 
Seek to entice thee once more into sin. 


“Christian, walk prayerfully, oft wilt thou fall, 

If thou forget on thy Saviour to call; 

Safe thou shalt walk, through each trial and care, 
If thou art clad in the armour of prayer.” 

In the very nature of the case there can be no 
competition in the matter of pleasure between the 
church and the world. It is the custom of some 
backsliders to say that the church didn’t furnish 
them with amusements, and they had to go to 
the world for their pleasures. But the charge 
incriminates the man who makes it. The church 
doesn’t exist to amuse men; the church exists to 
save men, and every member of it ought to be 
engaged in that business. The Christian doesn’t 
require cards, and dance, and whisky for excite- 
ment, until he has turned his back-on Jesus. And 
if he has passions for such things, you can present 
him all the pure and innocent amusements ever 
invented and he will not thank you for them. 
Bishop Fallow’s “house salon” could never com- 
pete with the real saloon, simply because it didn’t 
satisfy the drinker’s appetite. It didn’t have 
enough patronage to keep it alive; its visitors were 
sober men who preferred non-intoxicating drinks, 
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and they were too few. The well-ordered home 
cannot compete with the bawdy house. It may 
have beautiful pictures on the wall, the sweetest 
music within, and sisters that suggest angels in 
their virgin sweetness, and yet the lustful brother 
turns his back on all that attraction and takes his 
way to the strange woman’s den. Do you upbraid 
the pure home for not giving him what he craved? 
No! Nor should you upbraid the Church of God 
for not competing with the world in presenting 
pleasure to the men and women who leave it and 
go in search of that which the lower nature craves. 
The church is not wrong! It is the sensual man! 
There are two Greek legends of mythical lore that 
point a moral. The one is to the effect that Ulysses, 
having to sail by a spot on the southern shore of 
Italy, where the sirens—beautiful mermaids—sang 
men to their destruction on the rocks, succeeded in 
passing only by being bound hand and foot. These 
creatures were so attractive that he would have cast 
himself into the sea to join them, but for the ropes 
that held him fast. But the Argonauts, passing 
the same spot, took with them Orpheus, the sweet- 
est singer ever heard, and being entranced by his 
music, they laughed to scorn the song the mermaids 
could sing. That is the secret of the Christian re- 
ligion! The Christian who lives as he ought finds 
the temptations defeated by a counter-attraction. 
The love of Christ in the heart destroys the love of 
sin, and the new song of salvation enables us to 
despise the siren song of temptation. That man 
alone is really proof against the pleasures of the 
world, who, as he sails the seas of life, carries on 
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board the Divine Orpheus, whose heavenly music 
is daily satisfying his soul. 
Finally, let such separation show 


THE SUPERIOR PURPOSE 

It will prove its purity if consistently maintained. 
That is what the world wants to see in Christian 
character—purity of purpose. There is not a young 
Christian in the land, nor an older one, who cannot 
impress men favorably with his profession by pur- 
ity of life. You are in a shop surrounded by god- 
less men. They swear at you; they laugh at your 
religion; they try you to see if you will yield to 
temptation. Stand up in your integrity, maintain 
quiet dignity, keep your words pure and your every 
action chaste, and your character will so rise in 
their estimation that they will honor you. 

But yield to their temptations, make yourself 
one of them, and they will despise you for your 
Christian profession and your dissolute practices. 
Hence our text, “Come out from among them, and 
be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the un- 
clean thing: and I will receive you”. 

Such separation shows one’s sincerity. It isn’t 
easy to separate one’s self from sinful people. It 
takes courage! It requires character! Yes, it takes 
the aid of Christ. Somebody has said, “Many a 
soldier can walk right up to a cannon’s mouth who 
could not say ‘No!’ to two or three companions 
pressing him to enter the canteen.” But the battle 
won, when a man separates himself once for all 
from such pursuits and pleasures and people, is 
greater than any ever gained at Thermopylz, or 
Waterloo, or Bunker Hill. It may not be known 
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to many here below, but up yonder all Heaven ~ 
hears of it, and Jesus Christ, the Great Captain, 
will record it in His eternal record. Oh, brother! 
fight down that passion; put your heel on that lust; 
drive back that evil pleasure. If Heaven is true, 
and God is as good as His Word, your hope for 
time, and your happiness in eternity depends upon 
it. “Come out from among them, and be ye separate, 
saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing: and 
I will receive you”. 

When you cut loose from sinful people and pleas- 
ures, God and good people will remain to you. 
What need you more? With Christians as your 
brethren and sisters, and Christ’s service for your 
work, and all innocent people for your companions, 
and all pure pleasures for your enjoyment, and God 
for your Father, what need you more? 

I pity the man who parts company with good 
people and accepts the companionship of social car- 
rion crows. But I pity him most who turns his 
back on the Great God and says, “I will not be 
your son!” For him there are such days of dark- 
ness ahead; there are such faithless days ahead; 
there are such fatherless days ahead! When the 
storms come there will be such despair! When 
sickness overtakes, such a sense of sin; and when 
death approaches, such visions of evil spirits wait- 
ing to conduct the stained soul to its eternal cell! 
God separate us from sinful things, pursuits, pleas- 
ures, purposes, people! God save us and help us 
to sing, 

“Jesus, I my cross have taken, 
All to leave and follow Thee; 


Naked, poor, despised, forsaken; 
Thou from hence my all shalt be. 
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Perish every fond ambition; 

All I’ve sought, or hoped, or known; 
Yet how rich is my condition; 

God and heaven are still my own. 


“Go then, earthly fame and treasure; 

Come disaster, scorn and pain; 

In Thy service, pain is pleasure; 

With Thy favor, loss is gain. 

I have ealled Thee Abba Father; 

I have stayed my heart on Thee; 

Storms may howl, and clouds may gather; 
All must work for good to me.” 


CHAPTER’ VIIt, 


A GRACE TO BE GROWN 


I] CORINTHIANS 8:1-15. 


“Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit of the grace of 
God bestowed on the Churches of Macedoma; 

“How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance ‘of 
their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches 
of their liberality. 

“For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their 
power they were willing of themselves; 

“Praying us with much intreaty that we would receive 
the gift, and take upon us the fellowship of the ministering 
to the saints. 

“And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their 
own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God. 

“Insomuch that we desired Titus, that as he had begun, 
so he would also finish in you the same grace also. 

“Therefore, as ye abound in every thing, in faith, and 
utterance, and knowledge, and in all diligence, and in your 
love to us, see that ye abound in this grace also. 

“T speak not by commandment, but by ‘occasion of the 
forwardness of others, and to prove the sincerity of your 
love. 

“For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, 
though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, 
that ye through His poverty might be rich. 

“And herein I give my advice: for this is expedient for 
you, who have begun before, not only to do, but also to 
be forward a year ago. 

“Now therefore perform the doing of it; that as there 
was a readiness to will, so there may be a performance 
also out of that which ye have. 

“For if there be first a willing mind, it is accepted ac- 
cording to that a man hath, and not according to that he 
hath not. 

“For I mean not that other men be eased, and ye bur- 
dened: 

“But by an equality, thot now at this time your abun- 
dance may be a supply for their want, that their abun- 
dance also may be a supply for your want: that there may 
be equality: 

“As it is written, He that had gathered much had noth- 
ing over; and he that had gathered little had no lack” (II 
Cor. 8:1-15). 


A GRACE TO BE GROWN 
II Corinthians 8:1-15. 


[* speaking to you this morning, I need not re- 
mind the most of those present that this is prac- 
tically the beginning of the new fiscal year for our 
church. The text of the morning looks in a defi- 
nite direction, and discusses a Christian grace. It 
is one of the greatest graces known to human ex- 
perience, and one of the most difficult to cultivate. 
It is no wonder, therefore, that the Old Testament 
is full of teaching concerning it, or that Jesus 
Christ often spoke to the subject, and, by His life 
of self-sacrifice, provided for it a Divine illustra- 
tion. Neither are we amazed in the least that the 
Apostle Paul, in his Epistles, should give to this 
grace of benevolence so conspicuous a place, such 
emphatic discussion. 

There are many things that differentiate Chris- 
tianity from other so-called religions. There is no 
particular in which it so much stands out from, 
and is lifted above, the paganisms of the world 
as at the point of giving. The Hindoos of India 
will witness their own brethren endure famine, 
unthinkable to the prosperous people of the Occi- 
dent, and never be convicted of any Divine demand 
upon them to sell what they have and give it to 
the poor. When plagues visit China, her stricken 
subjects know full well that an appeal to Christian 
England and America will be far more effective 
than the most piteous cry to Confucians. 

“This grace” is the esprit de corps of Christianity. 
Our religion is no more marked by the holiness of 
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life to which it calls men than it is by the human 
sympathy with which it assists the poverty stricken 
and afflicted, and the enthusiasm with which it 
contributes for the propagation of the truth as it 
is in Jesus. Christianity might well be styled “the 
religion of sacrifice.” 

It will not be possible, in our limited time, to 
speak to all the phases of this subject presented 
even in this eighth chapter of II Corinthians ; hence 
the choice of only some verses from it. I cannot 
hope to do more for these fifteen verses than brief- 
ly call attention to some of their suggested truths. 
Permit me to put in order four. 


SELF-SURRENDER IS ALL ESSENTIAL 


If one is to grow this grace, self-surrender is all 
essential. Paul says, touching the gifts of the 
Macedonians, 

“that in a great triol of affliction the abundance of their 


joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of 
their liberality. 


“For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their 
power they were willing of themselves; 

“Praying us with much intreaty that we would receive 
the gift, * * 

“And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their 
own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God” 
(uss. 2-5). 

Therein is seen God’s order in making givers of 
men. 


They must first give themselves to Him, “First 
gave their own selves to the Lord’. Until that is 
done, “Christian” benevolence is impossible; until 
one has given himself to God no note is made in 
Heaven of what he gives to others, for his name 
is not written in the Lamb’s Book of life. John 
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in his Gospel reports Jesus as saying, “Abide in Me, 
and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of st- 
self, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, ex- 
cept ye abide in Me. I am the Vine, ye are the branch- 
es: He that abideth in Me, and I in Him, the same 
bringeth forth much fruit” (John 15:4,5)—and the 
word is “severed from me”’—“for without Me ye 
can do nothing’. One has no life until he gives him- 
self to God; one has no power until he gives him- 
self to God. The world’s great givers have been 
men who first gave themselves to God. The con- 
secrated church is always and everywhere the 
church of liberal offerings. I have known 1,000 
people strain themselves to the utmost in the sup- 
port of a single mission, and discuss it annually 
with the interrogation, “Shall we continue it?” And 
I have known less than a dozen boys, just bloom- 
ing into manhood, consecrated to God, give such 
financial support to a similar work that its treasury 
was never empty, and yet their offerings to their 
own home church were liberal, though there was 
not a man among them of even medium income. The 
test was largely a question of consecration, “They 

* * first gave their own selves to the Lord’, and all 
that they had went with the offering. 

This done, it is easy to give to one’s fellows. 
“And unto us by the will of God”. To give one’s 
self to God is never to withdraw one’s self from the 
world. Monasteries and nunneries may stand for 
asceticism, but they have no vital relation to godli- 
ness, which is always working itself out in doing 
good toward one’s fellows. One of the truest tests 
of man’s Christianity is written into John’s first 
Epistle, 3:14, “We know that we have passed from 
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death unto life, because we love the brethren’. In 
my early Christian experience I thought this re- 
ferred to the mere sentiment of affection, but I 
more and more see that genuine love demands more 
positive expression. Love is not a question of 
language, but is spelled by sacrifice. John’s teach- 
ing in this same Epistle is, 

“But whoso hath this world’s good, and seeth his brother 
have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from 
him, how dwelleth the love of God in him? 

“My little children, let us not love in word, neither in 
tongue; but in deed and in truth. 

“And hereby we know that we are ‘of the Truth, and 
shall assure our hearts before Him” (I John 3:17-19). 
James held to scorn the idea of love that many 

people have, namely, that it consists in smiling and 
saying suave things. Hence he wrote, “Jf a brother 
or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, and one 
of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed 
and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those 
things which are needful to the body; what doth it 
profit” (James 2:15,16)? Before this time Christ 
Himself has exposed once for all the fair pretender 
whose practice fell short of sacrifice, saying, 

“Then shall He say also unto them on the left hand, De- 
part from Me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for 
the devil and his angels: 

“For I was an hungred, and ye gave Me no meat: I 
was thirsty, and ye gave Me no drink: 

“T was a stranger, and ye took Me not in: naked, and 
ye clothed Me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited 
Me not. 

“Then shall they also answer Him, saying, Lord, when 
saw we Thee an hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, or 


naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto 
Thee? 

“Then shall He answer them, saying, Verily I say unto 
you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one 'of the least of these, 
ye did it not to Me. 
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“And these shall go away into everlasting pumshment: 
but the righteous into life eternal” (Matt. 25:41-46). 
The true Christian will never fall under such con- 

demnation; having given himself to God, he will 
delight in doing for his fellows. 

The story is told of a little newsboy who had 
a lame brother that went about with him on the 
streets. But the lame brother was not able to do 
anything save to share in the profits of the paper 
sales. A gentleman said to this boy, “You would 
be far more comfortable, wouldn’t you, if you did 
not have this little brother to take care of?” And 
the manly little fellow, looking through injured 
eyes, answered, “No sir, that is not so! What is 
the use of saving, if you have nobody to save for? 
I tell you I’ve got Jim to live for and it helps a lot.” 
I don’t know whether he belonged to anybody’s 
church, but the Spirit of Christ possessed him and 
he was among the saints of God. 


ADEQUATE INSTRUCTION WILL AID 

“Tnsomuch that we desired Titus, that as he had be- 
gun, so he would also finish in you the same grace 
also’ (vs. 6). It would seem from the context that 
Titus had taught the Macedonians to abound “unto 
the riches of their liberality’ in spite of “their deep 
poverty”. Now Paul tells the Corinthians that he 
is glad that Titus has begun, and trusts that he will 
finish in them this same grace of giving also. 

A teacher in benevolence is needful to beginners. 
Our Sunday Schools need to realize this truth. If 
Christian children are not taught touching this 
grace, covetous men and women will be the fruit 
of the neglect. And, if new converts, though they 
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be adults, are not shown what the Scriptures say, 
by some one instructed therein, they will never see 
their stewardship, much less practice it as unto 
God. The churches of the world, noted for their 
giving, have, without exception, experienced good 
instruction as to the Divine plan of benevolence. 
The church at Hermansberg only came to that 
unusual liberality that characterized it, because 
Louis Harmes set before them faithfully what “the 
Scripture saith’. Seeing that they had been rob- 
bing God, they repented and made restitution. 
George Muller’s followers found the true treasure 
chest through the faithfulness of his Bible instruc- 
tion. The Tabernacle, London, undertook mighty 
things and always had the money with which to 
meet them, because Charles Spurgeon, like another 
Titus, finished in his followers this grace of giving 
also. The fame of Clarendon Street, Boston, in 
foreign mission endeavor, was a natural fruit of A. 
J. Gordon’s Bible teaching. All over England there are 
State churches that are supported from the public 
treasury, and the mighty majority of them are spir- 
itually dead. This grace of giving absent, the gen- 
erosity of the regenerated man left without culti- 
vation, results in the inability of the churches to 
support themselves, much less undertake missions 
for their Master. I cannot help feeling that the 
dried up and dying condition of the multitude of 
institutions that wear Christ’s Name, is due in no 
small measure to the solitary fact that their teach- 
ers have not been Tituses, who both began and fin- 
ished in them the grace of giving also. 

The most advanced Christian is still in need of 
his Text Book. He may get to the point where 
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he needs no man to tell him what he should do for 
the cause of God, but he can never come to the 
point where he can dispense with what the Book 
has to say upon that subject. The older George 
Muller grew, and the more prospered he became, 
and consequently the more able to do much for the 
cause of Christ, the more assiduously did he study 
the Scriptures, and by prayer seek the mind of the 
Spirit, that he might know just what God desired 
of him. He had read, “Upon the first day of the 
week let every one of you lay by him in store”, or, 
“at home”, as the word means, “as God hath pros- 
pered him”. But the amount that he should lay by 
must also be determined, hence his search of the 
Word and his petition in the closet. If that cus- 
tom were more generally adopted, ministers of the 
Gospel would seldom need to make the plea, for 
God Himself would have spoken more eloquently 
to us before we entered the house of God. “Thy peo- 
ple shall be willing in the day of Thy power’, saith 
the Lord. 
Our text calls attention to the third truth. 


PRACTICE IN THiS MATTER MEANS 
PROGRESS 

“Therefore, as ye abound in every thing, in faith, 
and utterance, and knowledge, and in all diligence, 
and in your love to us, see that ye abound in this grace 
also” (II Cor. 8:7). “Give yourselves to it though 
it be a crucifixion of the flesh”. 

Paul means to urge that it is too great a grace 
to leave immatured. No matter how unwelcome 
its cultivation may be to the old man, we must ac- 
complish it or else our Christian lives will be sadly 
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deficient. Covetousness is an appetite of unregen- 
erate nature; it is also a passion that has not only 
pulled many a man into the pit of greed, but 
plunged him into the practice of penuriousness. 
Ananias was truly a subject of pity. With his wife 
Sapphira, he had succumbed to one of the fiercest 
foes of Christianity. Through his love of money, 
Satan had preyed upon his imagination and brought 
him to think that blessing would attend upon his 
retention of it. How easy it is for the devil to de- 
ceive us and lead us to false conclusions when he 
has the lusts of the flesh for his associate laborer! 
The passion of penuriousness is as strong in some 
men as the disposition to drink is regnant in others. 
In each instance the man who honestly desires an 
all around life in Jesus Christ may have signal 
victory through His help and come at last to put 
the flesh under his feet and stand conqueror over 
its covetousness. That old farmer who gave $5.00, 
and, after he had left the latter, felt so badly that 
he was strongly tempted to go back and ask for its 
return, was certainly aided by the Spirit when, 
walking back to the collector, he said, “Here, give 
me that $5.00 and take this $10.00 instead”. And 
then, as he turned and walked away with conscious 
triumph in his features, he was heard to exclaim, 
“Now, old nater squirm!” 

But a single act of that sort may not prove to 
be sufficient. One needs to add thrust to thrust 
until nature is dead and the spirit is made alive. 
Though the appeals for God’s work come often, 
we should hear them with joy, and respond as God 
has prospered us. The difficulty with too many 
people is that their sacrifices are too spasmodic. 
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The sainted Gordon, urging the weekly collection 
in his church, said, “Milk a cow every other day 
and she will be sure to dry up. How much more 
will a church be dried up by infrequent giving. * * 
Let a decree go out from the Lord’s Day that every 
week shall be taxed, and you will soon find that 
your business hours have received a wonderful con- 
secration. Instead of looking back upon your six 
working-days as a band of marauders, each making 
way into the irrevocable past with its plunder of 
time and energy and devotion, you will see each 
of them marching up to pay its tribute to Him who 
is Lord of the Sabbath.” 


Such a giver will grow, and giving will become 
a joy. People sometimes advise us to give till it 
hurts, but that is not apostolic. People would have 
to go far beyond that to give “till it doesn’t hurt,” so 
that the “riches of their liberality” will be associ- 
ated with the “abundance of their joy”. The hap- 
piest Christian people in the world are those hav- 
ing the largest part in, and making the largest con- 
tribution toward, the world’s redemption, their re- 
spective abilities considered. 


Dr. A. B. Simpson took a collection in Tremont 
Temple, Boston, to start a mission there. The 
largest gift amounted to $25.00. He hunted up the 
contributor and found him a shoemaker with a 
very small shop. When Dr. Simpson asked him if 
he was able to do so much he answered, “If you 
only knew how much the Lord has done for me you 
would not wonder at all.” And this is Dr. Simp- 
son’s testimony, “Every time I went back to Bos- 
ton I found this man shouting God’s praises.” 
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“That man may last, but never lives 

Who much receives, but nothing gives. 
Whom none can love, whom none can thank, 
Creation’s blot, creation’s blank.” 


CHRIST’S SACRIFICE OUR CHIEF 
STIMULUS 

“For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, 

though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, 

that ye through His poverty might be rich” (II Cor. 8:9). 
He laid His all upon the altar of love. Peter 
once said, Lord, “we have forsaken all, and followed 
Thee; what shall we have therefore’? But the most 
he had sacrificed was a humble hut, a few ragged 
nets, and a fishing smack. The One who truly for- 
sook all for His fellows was the Son of God, for 
all things were His, not only the world with the 
riches thereof, but all the universe with its untold 
wealth; all the honors that the combined tongues 
of men, angels, and creatures, could cry; and the 
office of universal Kingship, of Peerless Prophet, 
and of only High Priest. Charles Spurgeon once 
said, “If I had a tale to tell you of some king 
who, out of love to a fair maiden, left his throne 
and became a peasant like herself, ye would stand 
and wonder and listen to the charming story. But 
when I tell you of God concealing His dignity to 
become our Saviour, what will ye say?” And yet, 
that is the story of our text. It was for our sakes 
that He left all; it was for our sakes that He suf- 
fered such humility; it was for our sakes that He 
endured misrepresentation, malignment, mockery, 
cross, sword-thrust, death! Think of it, beloved! 


“He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that 
ye through His poverty might be rich”. 
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“And herein I give my advice: for this is expedient for 
you, who have begun before, not ‘only to do, but also to be 
forward a year ago. Now therefore perform the doing of 
it; that as there was a readiness to will, so there may be 
a performance also out of that which ye have” (II Cor. 8: 
TORE): 

In these words Paul means this: seeing what 
Christ did for your sakes, cultivate this grace for 
Christ’s sake. There is no other basis of liberality 
except for Christ’s sake. I don’t say that men nev- 
er give, impelled by another motive; sad to say, 
they often do. Dr. George Lorimer all too truly 
remarked, “The benevolence of the age is largely 
tainted. * * Hobbes maintains that in doing good 
to others our ultimate aim is really to do good to 
ourselves, and that, consequently, what we call 
love for others is simply love for one’s self. Mande- 
ville and Helvetius adopt a similar view; and it has 
so far permeated current thought that much of our 
philanthropy is merely a refined species of selfish- 
ness, a method of gratifying ourselves by gratifying 
somebody else. ‘The greatness, the profitableness, 
the loveliness, the luxury of kindness, generosity, 
and sympathy, are insisted on too strongly for the 
sweets of real disinterestedness to be tasted by our 
generation. In a very large number of cases, pe- 
cuniary aid can only be obtained for the poor, or 
for humanitarian movements and public enter- 
prises, by a covert appeal to the vanity or conceit 
of the donors. They are usually flattered exten- 
sively, and sometimes excessively; their desire for 
personal happiness is skilfully excited; their crav- 
ing for the approval and applause of their fellow 
beings is judiciously nursed and fondled, and they 
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are thus persuaded into doing what they would 
otherwise leave unattempted. Others have na- 
tures peculiarly susceptible. They are easily af- 
fected to pain by recitals of sorrows and sufferings, 
and often extend a helping hand more to allay their 
own stormful feelings than to minister to calm 
elsewhere.” And yet, the Word of God is clear 
in its call to this cause for Jesus Christ’s sake; that 
He who gave all for us might find from us a will- 
ing expression of love to Him. God bless the little 
girl who said, on hearing the Scripture, “He had not 
where to lay His head”—“I wish I’d been there, I’d 
given Him my pillow.” Her motive was correct. 
Oh, for the privilege of sharing our comforts with 
that Christ who denied Himself all that we might 
possess them! 

And this sacrifice is alike the privilege of the rich 
and the poor. Paul adds, 


“For I mean not that other men be eased, and ye bur- 
dened: 

“But by an equality, that now at this time your abun- 
dance may be a supply for their want, that their abundance 
also may be a supply for your want: that there may be 
equality: 

“As it is written, He that had gathered much had noth- 
ing over; and he that had gathered little had wo lack” (II 
Cor. 8:13-15). 

I never have felt disposed to prescribe the con- 
ditions under which the rich shall give. The unpros- 
pered world is perhaps too much addicted to looking 
to their more favored fellows for their carrying. I 
can agree with a recent writer who said, “The rich 
ought to give as springs do, whether they are gone 
to or not”, for with such fulness they should over- 
flow. Gordon was equally happy in his illustration 
when he said, touching consecration to the Lord, 
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“Experts in such matters say that a bottle of wine 
that cannot throw out its own cork is rarely good 
for much.” And certainly that man who has been 
greatly blessed with this world’s goods, if he have 
any love to the Son of God, any effervescence of the 
inward spiritual joy, will send forth streams of be- 
nevolence in evidence of it. 

But I can speak with greater confidence touching 
the privilege of the poor. I know from experience 
something of what this is, and trust to taste more 
deeply still of it. God accords the least favored 
some of the largest opportunities. It was not a 
king on his throne who was permitted to provide 
for the ancient and honorable prophet in his need, 
but the poor widow at Zarepta was chosen rather 
to share her cake, and know this high fellowship, 
and make a name immortal. It was not the wealthy 
Jew who walked up to the Temple treasury the day 
that Jesus sat over against it, who got his name 
recorded in the Sacred Record, but the woman 
whose last mite was laid down as an expression 
of love. And wherever this Gospel has been 
preached in all the world that which she did has 
been told as a memorial of her. God never overlooks 
the gifts that represent the greatest sacrifice and 
speak the sincerest affection. 

Once, it is said, a splendid temple was built in 
Constantinople by the Emperor Theodosius. Mil- 
lions of money and years of skill and toil were spent 
upon the cherished enterprise, until at last it was 
ready for dedication. The architect had emblaz- 
oned upon its front the inscription, “This church 
Theodosius built for God,’ but when the curtain 
was removed that covered the facade, to the as- 
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tonishment of the Emperor, the architect and the 
crowd of attendant princes and generals, the in- 
scription read, “This church, the widow Eudoxia 
built for God.” The ceremonies were instantly 
stopped and search was made for the presuming 
widow, but it was days before she could be found, 
and then it was discovered that she was a poor 
widow living far out in the suburbs who had done 
nothing for the splendid sanctuary but simply pull 
up the long grass from the roadside and spread it 
over the rough track to keep the beautiful stones 
as they were drawn to the temple from being 
scratched and effaced by the rocky road. The Em- 
peror and his advisors, when they found out all 
about her, wisely concluded that she had not in- 
truded, but that perhaps some angel unseen had 
changed that record in the night and put upon the 
front of the splendid temple a little example of the 
records that God is writing every day in the books 
of eternity, when the gifts of the poor will be found 
to have outranked and outweighed the most splen- 
did endowments of wealth and luxury, whose gifts 
have cost them nothing. 


CHAPTER IX. 


THE SUPERIOR GRACE 


THE SUPERIOR GRACE 
II Corinthians 8 and 9. 


N the content of these two chapters we have 

Paul’s counsel on a subject of first concern to 
every local church. Paul was a peripatetic—a trav- 
elling evangelist, but he had the heart of a pastor. 
On that account there were times when he settled 
down for a one, a two, and on one occasion, a three 
year work at a single center (Acts 20:31). But 
while even his longest pastorates were short, he 
reckoned himself an overseer of all the churches 
that he originated, and even a counsellor of some 
of those that others had founded. 

Paul’s travelling was not the product of indo- 
lence; he was not one of those men who disliked 
work, and so accumulated a few sermons and by 
moving from point to point, eased his labors by 
their repetition. 

Possibly in human history there is not an in- 
stance of any man who accomplished more in the 
same length of time than did Paul. When writing 
this Epistle (11:23) he speaks of*himself as “in 
labours more abundant”. His history justified the 
remark. The amazing thing is that a man who 
had some permanent affliction (JJ Cor. 12:9, 10) 
could possibly have accomplished so much. It is 
a proof of the Divine power that rested upon him, 
renewing him daily for the most arduous task, en- 
abling him not only to preach incessantly, but to 
supervise the young struggling churches that he 
had called into being. 

The wisdom of Paul’s counsel has been proven 
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by twenty centuries of application, and though 
we are so far removed from him this morning, the 
words of this day’s study are as applicable as if 
they had been written for the special occasion of 
the coming week and the financial campaign antici- 
pated. 


In looking through these chapters, it appears 
probable that we can arrange their content under 
these headings—tThe First Gift, The Gospel 
Agents, and Intelligent Giving. 


THE FIRST GIFT 


The first gift is that of self to the Saviour. Paul, 
in writing to these Corinthian brethren, reminds 
them of 


“the grace of God bestowed on the Churches of Macedonia; 
“Flow that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of 
their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches 
of their hberality. 
“For to their power, (he bore) record, yea, and beyond 
their power they were willing of themselves” 
to receive the gift, and take upon them 


“the fellowship of the ministering to the saints. 

“And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their 
own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God”. 
The key sentence in vss. 1-5 is found in the 

phrase, they “first gave their own selves to the Lord, 
and unto us by the will of God”. 

That’s the key-note of a true and competent 
church life. That is the explanation of an effective 
church organization. A converted church member- 
ship is absolutely essential to a vigorous and spir- 
itual churchlife. The church that is made up of 
unregenerated people, that is crowded with chil- 
dren of the world, that strives to increase its en- 
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rollment, irrespective of the Spirit, is neither a 
sound spiritual nor successful body. 

You can’t build a living temple with dead stones. 
You can’t cultivate the old nature so that it will 
produce the fruits of the new creature in Christ. 
You can’t get grapes from thorns, nor figs from 
thistles (Matt. 7:16). ‘The self-centered life will 
not indulge in sacrifice, and the self-centered man 
or woman will not deny the desires of the flesh in 
behalf of spiritual interests. 

Men sometimes marvel that the multitude of 
churches make so little progress. A year ago Mr. 
Carroll, a Washington statistician, produced a cer- 
tain amount of consternation in the ecclesiastical 
world by calling attention to the fact that one-third 
of the churches in the Baptist, Methodist and Pres- 
byterian denominations had gone through the year 
without winning a soul to Christ—twelve thou- 
sand churches and more with not a redeemed man 
to their credit! Had Mr. Carroll as carefully investi- 
gated the contributions of churches, he would have 
found a kindred condition: namely, that tens of 
thousands of members had made little or no sac- 
rifice whatever for Jesus’ sake; and had he deduced 
a logical conclusion, he would have been compelled 
to say that the failure to fruit, either in winning 
men to Christ or giving to Christian causes, was 
due to the fact that the members of these churches 
had failed to take the first step of the Christian 
life, namely, to give themselves to the Lord. I 
want you! 

Aquilla Webb tells the story of a sixteen-year- 
old girl who was a chronic invalid, and whose 
mother was a pleasure-loving woman who pre- 
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ferred society to time with her shut-in daughter. 
While abroad in Italy, the mother remembered the 
coming birthday of her daughter, and purchased 
and sent her a rare and beautiful Italian vase. The 
nurse brought it to the girl, and commented upon 
its beauty and upon her mother’s thoughtfulness 
in getting it to her just on time. To which the girl 
said, “Please take it away. It is not her gifts I want 
—it is my mother herself.” 

The principle is the one to which Paul here refers. 
Our gifts are only acceptable to God after we have 
made to Him the supreme gift of self. 

The practice of giving is inherent in regeneracy. 
The new man in Christ Jesus will undertake new 
things. His whole attitude of life is influenced by 
his loyalty to the Lord. The regenerated spirit be- 
comes an antagonist of the flesh and consequently is 
set into instant conflict with selfishness. 


The intensity of that conflict will be determined 
by the vigor of the new-born soul. If one would 
watch the warfare between the old nature and the 
new creature, he can get a kaleidoscopic view by 
studying the 7th of Romans, where Paul, the author 
of our text, is presenting in detail his personal ex- 
perience and tells us: 


“T know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no 
good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to per- 
form that which is good I find not. 

“For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which 
I would not, that I do. 

“Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that do 
it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 

“T find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is 
present with me. 

“For I delight in the Law of God after the inward man: 

“But I see another law in my members, warring against 
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the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the 

law of sin which is in my members. 

“O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from 
the body ‘of this death’? 

And when he sees that his conflict is not in vain, 
that the Spirit is to have the victory against the 
flesh, he shouts in sheer gratitude, “J thank God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind 
I myself serve the Law of God; but with the flesh 
the law of sin” (Rom, 7:18-25). 

Len G. Broughton is credited with having the 
record to a report that a certain Baptist church made 
to its annual association meeting: “Members re- 
ceived, none; members dismissed, none; members died, 
none; members married, none; given to missions 
during the year, nothing.” The report was followed 
by the comment, “Brethren, pray for us that during 
the next year we may hold our own.” 

The pastor, therefore, whose unrighteous ambi- 
tion leads him to build a big membership in the in- 
terests of reputation and in answer to his personal 
pride, is playing a foolish part indeed. The very 
size of his congregation, compared with the pitiful 
sacrifices that unsaved people can ever be brought 
to make, will become his shame; and the very ob- 
jective of a good reputation as a successful church- 
builder, will be defeated by a selfish, unsacrificing 
assembly. 

If, therefore, we would build here a church that is 
worthy the description “the Body of Christ”, let it 
be understood that no name should be recorded on 
these rolls until there is adequate evidence that that 
one has first given himself to the Lord and then 
unto us by the will of God. 
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But look further into our text and let us note that 
Paul pleads for the exercise of giving in equity. 

It seems that Titus had been the teacher and that 
he had not been remiss in telling them both the duty 
of giving and teaching them the grace of the same; 
and now Paul reinforces his fellow-laborer by urg- 
ing that they abound in that grace, and also by in- 
stituting the comparison of their contribution to 
that of others, reminding them that their sincerity 
was proven by the measure of their sacrifice and 
illustrating by the example of Christ. 


“Ve know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, 
though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, 
that ye through His poverty might be rich” (II Cor. 8:9); 


and then he adds, 
“And herein I give my advice: for this ts expedient for 


you, who have begun before, not only to do, but also to be 
forward a year ago. 


“Now therefore perform the doing of it; that as there 
was a readiness to will, so there may be a performance also 
out of that which ye have. 


“For if there be first a willing mind, it is accepted ac- 
cording to that a man hath, and not according to that he 
hath not” (II Cor. 8:10-12). 

Certainly there is a similarity between men of all 
ages. Under the teaching of Titus certain men 
had made pledges and had failed to pay them, and 
Paul is reminding them here of the indefensible- 
ness or even the dishonesty of the same, saying, 
“As there was a readiness to will, so there may be 
a performance also out of that which ye have’. ‘The 
willing mind is a good thing, but only when re- 
inforced by the willing hand. 


We rented a house to a fat, inland man who 
promised the rent in advance. Month succeeded 
month and he paid none. When seen, he reaf- 
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firmed his intention ; but finally, when urged to pro- 
vide something on the eight months past due, he 
moved out between days. 

A certain gentleman promised us a sum of money 
due, and he sent us a check; but when we took it 
to the bank on which it was drawn, they reported 
“no funds”. If we vow, we are to pay our vows. 
There are few churches in the world that do not 
have some such as he found at Corinth. They 
pledge but they pay not. By the pledge they make 
for themselves a reputation at the time, of gener- 
osity. In the failure to pay, they trust the pastor 
and the treasurer to be silent and hope that the 
church public is ignorant of the refusal to perform 
the pledge. Paul says, “Do you understand what 
that means? ‘Such men are eased and their brethren 
burdened.’” Certainly it cannot be otherwise. 

When I was a lad on the farm, we had much 
clearing to do and heavy work of varied kinds. 
Not a day but a log was to be carried, or some 
enormous load that taxed the strength of the two 
or three or four or five boys that were working 
together. The load would be lifted off the ground 
and carried to the shoulder level, and if one man 
shirked, the shoulders of the others must bear the 
additional weight; and if one man dropped his 
end of the log, as sometimes he did, the shoulder 
of the other took the shock and carried the conse- 
quent sore. We were brothers in the flesh and we 
loved one another and we stood together and 
worked together, and, when occasion arose, we 
fought together. But about the heaviest strain 
that was ever put upon our fraternal affection 
occurred when one boy, tiring of his load, dropped 
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his end of the log, throwing not only the entire 
weight, but the jar and shock, to the shoulder of 
his fellow. 

I have often said and I believe it to be true that 
fellowship in Christ is above, better and sweeter 
than the fraternity of blood; but it is a truth, as 
Paul here plainly states, that brotherhood is 
strained indeed when some capable man eases him- 
self and throws the part of the load that he should 
bear, upon the already burdened shoulder of his 
own brother in the church, and thereby disturbs 
that equality for which Paul here pleads. 

But the Apostle takes a further step, and for our 
information and inspiration as well, we should fol- 
low him, “As it is written, He that had gathered 
much had nothing over; and he that had gathered 
little had no lack” (IJ Cor. 8:15). 

The reference is to the old day when God sent 
His manna from Heaven and when greedy men 
gathered more than the day’s needs demanded and 
thought to store it up, but found it spoiled on their 
hands; and trusting men gathered less, yet had no 
lack. How often have we seen these principles 
illustrated in church life. A great task is under- 
taken, a tremendous and costly enterprise is to be 
put forward and some man of means concludes 
that he will make big reservations instead of big 
sacrifices. He has plans for the future and plethoric 
hopes, and he reserves, in the interest of investment, 
and lo! a few months and the investments have 
turned out poorly. He held back more than was 
meet and it tended to poverty. He selfishly re- 
tained and the worms hatched in the middle of 
the manna; and impossible as it seemed, consumed 
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the same. Then I have seen others who, at the call 
of God, said, “It doesn’t look as if I can afford it, 
and yet all that I have, came to me ‘from above, 
from the Father of lights’ and for the sake of His 
cause, it is a pleasure to sacrifice,” and lo in a 
month, the gift has been made up to him and more. 

More than once have I seen both sides of this 
truth illustrated, and witnessed the absolute and 
scientific demonstration of the sacred sentence, 
“There 1s that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there 
is that upholdeth more than is meet, and it tendeth 
to poverty”. 

A certain merchant of Chapham, England, re- 
ceived news of a failure that involved him in an 
enormous loss, and within a few minutes a coun- 
try preacher called at his office to collect a sub- 
scription he had made to the country church. 
Learning of the merchant’s failure, the minister 
apologized, saying that he was sorry and he hoped 
the merchant would just dismiss the whole mat- 
ter from his mind. To which the noble-hearted 
Christian man answered, “My dear sir, the wealth 
I have is not mine, but the Lord’s, and may be 
He is going to take some more of it out of my 
hands. If this be true, I should certainly make 
the best use of what is now left; and instead of 
paying that subscription, here’s my check for its 
double.” A man who imagines that his future and 
fortune are independent of God’s favor, has no God 


at all: 
“How can J, Lord, withhold 
Life’s brightest hour 
From Thee; or gathered gold, 
Or any power? 
Why should I keep one precious thing from Thee, 
When Thou hast given Thine own dear Self for me?” 
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Commentary, speaking of this text, tells us: 
“Vast enterprises are never born of masses, but 
of individuals; apostles first, and then churches; 
Bunyan, and two centuries of literature for the 
poor and illiterate; Watts and the sacred poets 
following; Raikes and Wesley; Martyn and Jud- 
son; successors multiplied because of their ‘for- 


9 


wardness’. 


The volunteer is commonly the leader, and 
worthy to be the Captain. 


“A eall for loyal soldiers comes to one and all; 
Soldiers for the conflict, will you heed the call? 
Will you answer quickly, with a ready cheer, 
Will you be enlisted as a volunteer? 


Chorus: 

“A volunteer for Jesus, a soldier true! 
Others have enlisted, why not you? 

Jesus is the Captain, we will never fear; 
Will you be enlisted as a volunteer? 


“Yes, Jesus calls for soldiers who are filled with pow’r, 
Soldiers who will serve Him ev’ry day and hour; 

He will not forsake you, He is ever near; 

Will you be enlisted as a volunteer? 


“He calls you, for He loves you with a heart most kind, 
He whose heart was broken, broken for mankind; 

Now, just now He calls you, calls in accents clear, 
Will you be enlisted as a volunteer? 


“And when the war is over, and the vict’ry won, 
When the true and faithful, gather one by one, 
He will crown with glory all who there appear; 
Will you be enlisted as a volunteer?” 


THE GOSPEL AGENTS 


There are three of these mentioned in this con- 
nection, Titus and two unnamed companions. 


Titus was a volunteer in this mission service. 
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The language of the text is: “Thanks be to God, 
which put the same earnest care into the heart of Titus 
for you. For indeed he accepted the exhortation; 
but being more forward, of his own accord he went 
unto you” (II Cor. 8:16,17). It is not surprising 
that we hear of this man again. Later Paul will 
be writing to him. He was a worthy co-laborer 
indeed. He was one of those men who do not have 
to be sent on missions, who do not require a long 
and eloquent argument to impress them with 
duty. He was not a Moses, making the excuse of 
slow speech, nor a Jonah, disobedient to the Divine 
voice; but, like Isaiah, a volunteer, saying, “Send 
me”. The late war taught us the meaning of “vol- 
unteer”’, and compelled us to think of the contrast 
between the volunteer and the conscripted soldier. 
The first commands respect; yea, he excites even 
admiration. The second associates himself with either 
cowardice or lack of patriotism. The first gives 
promise of a good soldier; the second prophesies an 
untrustworthy servant. 

Titus’ first co-laborer enjoyed a good reputation 
with the Church. 


“We have sent with him the brother, whose praise is in 
the Gospel throughout all the churches; 

“And not that only, but who was also chosen of the 
Churches to travel with us with this grace, which is ad- 
gmunistered by us to the glory ‘of the same Lord, and dec- 
laration of your ready mind: 

“Avoiding this, that no man should blame us in this abun- 
dance which is administered by us: 

“Providing for honest things, not only im the sight of 
the Lord, but also in the sight of men” (vss. 18-21). 


The handling of funds by a minister is always 
attended with danger and involves the utmost 
delicacy; and it requires integrity of the highest 
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sort. Paul appreciated that fact and proposed 
a company of brethren who were so esteemed that 
none could suspect them. His wisdom here is in- 
creasingly evident. The church of God has suffered 
no little at this point. The preacher who handles 
church or mission funds with carelessness brings 
against Christianity a bitter criticism, and when 
he handles such funds with dishonesty, he not 
only degrades his own profession, but destroys 
the world’s confidence in Christianity itself. Hon- 
esty is everywhere regarded as essential even to the 
transaction of secular business, and any failure 
whatever in handling funds intended for sacred 
uses, strikes the church of God a mortal blow, and 
brings disrepute to the entire Christian profession. 

That is why people look with a large and justifi- 
able degree of suspicion upon preachers who come 
to present personal enterprises, and who are eager 
to secure personal ownerships of properties sup- 
posedly devoted to the Lord. And that is why there 
are thousands of faithful ministers of the Gospel 
whose hearts bleed today over the administration 
of funds contributed for the express purpose of 
sending the Gospel abroad, but are being diverted 
to the non-commissioned end of mere education, 
while other funds were intended to build institu- 
tions upon that solid base of the Bible itself, and 
are now diverted to the ends of propagating the 
unbiblical philosophies of Modernism. 

Instances of such dishonesty in the sight of the 
Lord, and in the sight of men are drying up the 
fountains of benevolence! Denominational leaders 
who have proven themselves untrustworthy, are 
fatally stabbing the very cause for which they 
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speak. The man who is dishonest in carnal things 
cannot be trusted in the things of the Spirit. The 
greatest single barrier of Christian benevolence to- 
day is the misapplication of moneys given by godly 
men and believing women. ‘The unbeliever on the 
foreign field, and the ministerial skeptic in the 
home land—these have done more damage to the 
cause of missions than all the Rousseaus, Paynes, 
and Ingersolls of the past. 


The third companion of Titus was a collection- 
expert. 

“We have sent with them our brother, whom we have 
oftentimes proved diligent in many things, but now much 
more diligent, upon the great confidence which I have in 
you. 

“Whether any do enquire of Titus, he is my partner and 
fellowhelper concerning you: or our brethren be enquired 
of, they are the messengers of the Churches, and the glory 
‘of Christ. 

“Wherefore shew ye to them, and before the Churches, 
the proof of your love, and of our boasting on your be- 
half’ (uss. 22-24). 

We sometimes say that these are the days of 
the expert, but the specialist has always been in 
demand. Peter was a specialist as an evangelist. 
Paul was a specialist as a speaker and writer. John 
was a specialist as a pastor. And here we have an 
expert in the collection of funds. The development 
of such a man, then, is not modern. There is noth- 
ing new under the sun. The existence of such a 
man was needful, and is to this day. The praise of 
Mr. Moody has long been in the mouths of the be- 
lieving multitudes, and he was able to turn men 
to Christ in mighty numbers. He was an expert 
evangelist. Hodge, of Princeton fame, was an ex- 
pert in training men for the ministry. Broadus 
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was an expert in teaching; Clough a world-wonder 
in mission work. But the gatherer of funds is none- 
the-less God’s man, and little less essential to the 
highest success of the church. Dr. Frank Divine 
of New York is undoubtedly God’s gift to the 
church-building enterprise. Solomon has lived in 
history for centuries, and he is not more famed 
as the rich ruler of Israel than for his service and 
leadership in the construction of the temple. But 
his job in temple building was comparatively small 
beside that which Divine has wrought in our day. 
This church, at least, has a debt of gratitude to God 
both in his equipment and appointment, to this end. 
He discovered us to ourselves, and thereby made 
these sanctuaries possible. How marvelously the 
combination here suggested is suited to the objective 
to be acomplished! Titus an ordained minister of 
the Gospel, and an active agent in gathering funds; 
an unnamed co-laborer, whose reputation with the 
churches was such that all that he touched was believed 
to be safe, and this expert in inciting the spirit of 
benevolence! It was a trio of efficiency, created 
and employed by the Holy Spirit in the interest 
of the old first church at Jerusalem. 

Mark now the progress of our studies as they 
bring us to the question of 


INTELLIGENT GIVING 


To this the ninth chapter is devoted entirely, 
and it involves three suggestions: 

First, Intelligent giving is giving after careful 
consideration. Paul declares that this has long 
been before their minds, that he had boasted about 
their readiness to the people of Macedonia, and that 
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Achaia also had been ready for a year, provoked, 
however, as had been others, by the zeal of the 
Corinthians. 

The matter of benevolence is not a subject of 
mere emotion. It should never be the product of 
but a moment’s reflection. On the contrary, time, 
thought, and prayer should precede giving. I have 
sometimes wondered if the poverty in the first 
church at Jerusalem might not have been the prod- 
uct of emotional giving. And yet let this be said 
in their defense, namely, that they studied doctrine, 
exercised fellowship, celebrated the Lord’s Supper, 
and engaged in prayer, all of which is recorded to 
their credit. 

Previous to the record of their benevolence “all 
that believed were together, and had all things com- 
mon; and sold their possessions and goods, and parted 
them to all men, as every man had need”. It is our 
candid conviction that but for the counsel and 
prayers through which this church passed for years, 
the contributions they made to construct these 
buildings would have been impossible. It is by 
teaching, by understanding the significance of types 
and symbols, by a long continuance in prayer, that 
the soul grows in likeness to its Lord, and the un- 
selfish sacrificial spirit is strengthened. ‘That spirit 
is far more sensitive to contributions than is the 
gathering of material wealth. James Denny in his 
volume on Second Corinthians reminds us of the 
fact that the first generation of Methodists in Eng- 
land, and the men who in 1843 fought the good 
fight of the faith in Scotland, illustrated this law, 
“In a great trial of affliction the abundance of their 
joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of 
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their liberality”. For years the Salvation Army was 
the scoff of the “upper tens” but finally the children 
of fortune discovered that their contributions to 
Christianity were small beside those that the poor- 
est of the poor, under Booth’s leadership, were 
making. That shamed these sons of wealth into 
silence first, and forced from their lips commenda- 
tion afterwards. The prayerful, thoughtful church 
will grow in benevolent giving. 

Paul also calls attention here to a second feature 
essential to all benevolent success, namely: 

It is to be done in a cheerful spirit. “Every man 
according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; 
not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheer- 
ful giver’ (9:7) This, of course, is a spiritual axiom. 
God could love no other kind of giver. We some- 
times imagine that there can be no other kind of 
giver, that unless men give cheerfully they would 
not give at all, but, alas, such a view ignores known 
features of human nature. Men give from all sorts 
of motives: for the sake of reputation, for the sake 
of show, to escape the condemnation of their fel- 
lows, out of fear that if they did not give God would 
withdraw His favor. There are many unworthy 
motives that may lead to giving, and sometimes 
even large gifts are animated by any other than 
a cheerful spirit. Louis Albert Banks, in his vol- 
ume, “Windows for Sermons” contributes this 
amusing story told by the late Eugene Field. He 
said: 

“When Lawrence Barrett’s daughter was mar- 
ried, Stuart Robson sent to the bridegroom a 
check for five thousand dollars. Miss Felicia Rob- 
son, who attended the wedding, conveyed the gift. 
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“ ‘Felicia,’ said her father, upon her return, ‘did 
you give him the check?’ 

““Yes, father,’ said the dutiful daughter. 

“What did he say?’ asked Robson. 

““He didn’t say anything,’ replied Miss Felicia, 
‘but he shed tears.’ 

““How long did he cry?’ 

“Why, father, I didn’t time him; but I should 
say, however, that he wept fully a minute.’ 

““Fully a minute!’ roared Robson. ‘Why, I cried 
for an hour after I’d signed it!” 

Robson has his fellows in the church of God. 
Their offerings are baptized in tears. 

The widow who gave two mites, her all, never 
cried over it; not a tear is recorded, though she had 
nothing left. The members of the old first church 
at Jerusalem sold their possessions, and goods, and 
parted them to all men, and never voiced a grief. 
Joses, surnamed Barnabas, put his farm up at auc- 
tion, and brought the proceeds and laid them at 
the Apostles’ feet, with a hallelujah shout. But 
Ananias and Sapphira, in order to keep up appear- 
ances, brought to the altar a part of one sale they 
had just made, and then both of them died of heart 
failure. “God loveth a cheerful giver”. 


Finally : To give under the direction of the Spirit 
is to grow in soul, 

“God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that 
ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound 
to every good work. 

“Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which 
causeth through us thanksgiving to God. 

“For the administration of this service not only sup- 
lieth the want of the saints, but is abundant also by many 
thanksgivings unto God; 

“Whiles by the experiment of this ministration they glo- 
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rify God for your professed subjection unto the Gospel 
of Christ, and for your liberal distribution unto them, and 
unto all men; 

“And by their prayer for you, which long after you for 
the exceeding grace of God m you 

“Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable Gift’ (uss. 8- 


15). 

To grow in grace, grow in the knowledge of the 
Lord; to have sufficiency in all things; to abound 
in every good work, oh! what a blessing! In other 
words, to be a “man in Christ’! 


There is a theory still regnant with certain scien- 
tists that man’s body is filled with vestigal re- 
mains, namely “left-overs” that have no function 
to perform in the human anatomy. But almost 
daily the Divine intent of some one of these is dis- 
covered. We know now that the appendix increas- 
es the mucus surface, and makes its contribution 
to health. We know now that the thyroid glands 
are producers of iodine, and preservers against 
cretinism. We know now that the pineal gland, 
once supposed to be an extinct eye, is the most 
important appointment of the entire body, and 
determines its growth. If it should fail to function, 
a child could not develop into manhood, but in- 
fancy in size would link itself to senility, and the 
world would be filled with the pitiful sights of aged 
babies. In the things of the Spirit, the pineal gland 
is the Holy Ghost. If He indwells, dominates, 
and determines, spiritual growth is insured, and 
manhood and womanhood in Christ are effected. 
Is anything more pathetic than the sight of a baby 
that has failed in development? Yes, one thing: 
the sight of a soul that remains in infancy, marks no 
progress, attains to no stature in Christ, and ex- 
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hibits no graces of godliness, “This I say, He which 
soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he 
which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully”. 

Let us, then, glorify God in our subjection unto 
the Gospel, and grow by our distribution unto all 
men, thanking Him for His unspeakable gift, the 
presiding, indwelling, and developing Holy Spirit. 


CHARTER XxX: 


THEOLOGICAL LIBERTY VS. THE 
LICENSE OF INFIDELITY 


THEOLOGICAL LIBERTY VS. THE 
LICENSE OF INFIDELITY 


Galatians 1:6-9. 


(Address before the Baptist Bible Union of North America, 
Milwaukee, Wis., May 27th, 1924. W. B. Riley.) 


eee Christianity is passing through 
one of those spasms of doubt to which the 
Church of God has been subject since its birth. It 
is doubtful if past convulsions, including Socinian- 
ism, Arianism, Deism and Unitarianism, have in any 
case been more hurtful or even so threatening than 
is that fit of rationalism by which we are now dis- 
eased and distracted. 

It is a good time to remember our Lord’s promise 
to His Church, “The gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it’, and yet to administer such corrective 
measures as may give promise of producing nor- 
malcy of faith. 

Modern critics have increasingly repudiated and 
flung away the great cardinal doctrines, such as 
the inerrancy of the Scriptures, the personality 
and trinity of the God-head, the sinfulness of man 
and the necessity of an atoning Saviour, the Deity 
of Christ and its attending doctrines of the Ascen- 
sion and Return; but many of these same modern- 
ists have majored upon “liberty of conscience” 
as the single remaining tenet in the new interpre- 
tation of Christianity. 

The inanity of their arguments against the cardi- 
nal doctrines has been shown again and again, and 


it now seems a necessity to uncover their illogical, 
161 
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yea, their indefensible theories of “personal liberty” 
in matters of faith, by showing how that doctrine 
rapidly degenerates into the license of infidelity. 


THE LIBERTIES OF FAITH 


That there are certain liberties to be maintained 
in the matter of belief, is beyond dispute. In this 
as in all other points of real progress Christ Him- 
self is our exemplar. He was not held by the mere 
traditions of man, nor bound by their blundering 
interpretations of Scripture. More than once He 
said, “Ye have heard that it was said by them of old 
time, * * but I say unto you’, a remark followed 
by no discarding of Scripture, but by a higher and 
more meaningful interpretation of the same. Paul, 
easily His chief Apostle, claims a kindred right 
and resents the bringing in of false brethren “priv- 
ily to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ 
Jesus”. But it is very important to discover what 
that liberty is and to what extent independence 
and freedom of thought can be defended or even 
tolerated. 

Speaking from the standpoint of the Christian Scrip- 
tures, three things seem fairly clear. It is the liberty 
of believing what is written in the Law and the 
Prophets; the liberty of seeing in Christ the sig- 
nificance of symbol and ceremony, and the liberty 
of accepting and propagating all demonstrated 
truth. 

The liberty of believing what is written in the 
Law and the Prophets. The “Law and the Proph- 
ets” constituted the Bible in our Lord’s day, but 
the men of that time, like modernists, were not 
content either with the content or extent of the Law 
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and the Prophets. There were some things in the 
Law and the Prophets that they did not like, and 
they sought to tear them out. ‘There were other 
things in the Law and the Prophets that they want- 
ed and at their pleasure they wrote them in, so that 
by their traditions “they made void the Word”. 
From the beginning, Christ believed the Book and 
to the end of His days He taught the same, and it 
was the failure to believe all that was written in 
the Law and the Prophets that on the way to Em- 
maus He excoriated (Luke 24:25). It was by an ap- 
peal to the Law and the Prophets that He explained 
Himself (vs. 27) and by an appeal to the same that 
He demonstrated the meaning of His resurrection 
and the Gospel ministry of repentance and remis- 
sion of sins (Luke 24:44-47). 

The Psalmist said “J will walk at liberty: for I seek 
Thy Precepts’. Paul and his apostolic brethren 
seem to have found all needful personal liberties 
within the limitations of the same. There are few 
Books of the Bible so doctrinal and polemical as 
Romans, Corinthians and Galatians, and yet a care- 
ful study of those three Pauline Epistles will im- 
press one with “It is written”, “it is written”, “it is 
written”—that phrase repeated thirty-four times. 
The battle of the New Testament Church was that 
of extricating an inspired and recorded Scripture 
from the heaps of human tradition, and established 
but uninspired custom. Those who had so lum- 
bered the Word of God had doubtless done the 
same in the name of “interpretation” and at this 
moment Modernism is endangering the true lib- 
erty of every believer after a kindred manner. 

Every man has a right to independent thought, 
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but he who thinks “above that which is written”, 
apart from that which is revealed, is using his “lib- 
erty for an occasion to the flesh” and comes under 
the condemnation of the Scriptures. 

Again, Christ and His Apostles exercised the 
liberty of seeing the true significance of symbol 
and ceremony. ‘The Judaized were incapable of 
interpreting the Sabbath beyond the statement, 
“in it thou shalt not do any work”, and consequently 
condemned Christ for healing on that day, not see- 
ing that He was Lord of the Sabbath. When His 
disciples, being hungry, plucked the corn on the 
Sabbath Day, they gave demonstration of the same 
incapacity to distinguish between symbol and sub- 
stance. Neither Christ nor His Apostles abrogated 
the Sabbath, nor did they essentially disregard it, 
but rather sensibly and spiritually interpreted it. 
That is a liberty not to be denied to any saint. 

Some of us believe baptism to be an immersion in 
water of a believer, but we have no notion that the 
ordinance is a saving one, or that the act is signifi- 
cant save to those who see its great object lesson, 
death to sin, burial with Christ, and resurrec- 
tion to walk in newness of life with Him. Even 
greater revelations, divinely right in themselves, are 
made wrong by misunderstanding, by mean and 
paltry interpretation. Literalism may, and some- 
times does, stand for littleness, and liberty in in- 
terpretation is not littleness in understanding. 

I confess frankly that while I believe profoundly 
in the Baptist view of the ordinances so far as their 
physical form is concerned, I have no patience 
whatever with those individuals in our denomina- 
tion who see only damnation for every man diso- 
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bedient in that outward expression and every wom- 
an who mistakenly supposes she is to be utterly 
loyal to the second ordinance, “The Lord’s Supper”, 
but may treat with neglect the first, “baptism.” 
Disobedience to God’s plain Word is never a minor 
offense, but a thousand times better change even 
the form of a ceremony than to lose its significance. 
The man who practices Biblical baptism but denies 
the necessity of regeneration is far less a Christian 
than the man who accepts some human substitute 
for the ceremony but retains the spiritual intent and 
significance of the plain command. 

Increasingly we are sympathetic with that Den- 
ver pastor who said, “In my early life I was terribly 
worried to know what God would do with the pious 
unbaptized. In later years I am even more deeply 
concerned to know what He can do with the im- 
pious baptized.” But the great fact remains, that 
we should retain and study the symbol in order 
to see clearly the thing signified, and with Christ 
and His Apostles, defend the latter in the light of 
the former. “Ye are My friends if ye do whatso- 
ever I have commanded you”, and He might have 
added, “You are My intelligent friends and My 
efficient friends if you see the objective of the per- 
formance and move through the symbol to the 
thing signified.” 

Once more, we are to exercise the liberty of ac- 
cepting and propagating all demonstrated truth. 
When Christ said, “Ye shall know the Truth and 
the Truth shall make you free”, He was probably 
thinking of the Bible alone, for it was Christ who 
later said of God’s Book, “Thy Word is Truth”. 
To this hour it is doubtful if there is any funda- 


166 THE BIBLE OF THE EXPOSITOR 


mental or necessary truth that cannot be found 
within its sacred pages, and found there in more 
perfect form than human ingenuity will ever phrase 
it. If one would know the truth of history, read 
the Bible. If he would know the steps of creation 
and the law of succession, read the Bible. If he 
would make himself acquainted with sound phi- 
losophy, read the Bible. If he would discover the 
supreme sociology, look into the Scriptures. The 
remark applies to practically every known science. 


But to allay the modernist’s fears lest we become 
bibliolaters, making God’s Book a fetish for our af- 
fections, and finding in it the only writings of interest, 
let us hasten to remark that we stand for utter “aca- 
demic freedom” and feel an unwavering confidence 
that any truth and all truth is profitable. Orthodoxy 
has ever been the patron of learning, the defender 
of intellectual freedom, and the advocate of prog- 
ress. Our refusal to cackle with every discoverer 
of dinosaur eggs ten million years old, or to enthuse 
over “science falsely so-called” has led some men 
to name us “ignoramuses’”, call us “reactionaries,” 
and warn against us as “light extinguishers”, 
but is it not well to recall that the Christ of the 
Fundamentalists is to this hour “the Light of the 
world”; the Christianity of the Bible to this blessed 
moment the world’s most advanced religion, and 
the loyal devotees of the divinely inspired Book 
known as the Bible remain until now the pioneers 
in truth seeking and the patron saints of established 
science? But mark you, we say science, not spec- 
ulation, not theory, nor guess, not philosophical 
imaginings, but demonstrated truth! Within that 
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realm we applaud the unlimited privilege of ac- 
cepting and propagating! 

Science is as sacred as Scripture—in fact as sa- 
cred as God, since both Scripture and Science are 
emanations of His Spirit. The truth in any realm 
and in all realms is desirable. It should be assid- 
uously sought and when found, widely proclaimed. 
Such liberty no sane man will ever seek to restrict, 
but let us clearly understand the 


LIMITATIONS OF THEOLOGY 


Nothing could be more unjustifiable than that 
modernist definition of the task of theology as the at- 
tempt to “think over our religious inheritance in the 
light of our present problems so as to formulate 
for today and to transmit to the coming generation 
an expression of faith vitally related to our actual 
life”. The task of theology is to tell men the truth 
about God. If that be not true, then language loses 
its meaning and Greek roots convey no message. 
Theology, instead of being under the necessity of 
adjusting itself to the ever-changing experiences of 
men, is a fixed science, far more unchangeable than 
the science of astronomy. Sometimes a star wan- 
ders, but in the truth about God there is no possible 
variation. 

This leads me to make three remarks. 

The Christian believer is limited to a single name 
as Saviour. “There is none other name under Heaven 
given among men, whereby we must be saved’ (Acts 
4:12). "To those students who have made them- 
selves familiar with the history of pretended 
Christs, or even of divinely (?) begotten sons of 
women, Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick’s declaration 
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of kindred claims akin to those made for Jesus of 
Nazareth is nothing short of sacrilege. The ab- 
surdity of his argument was clearly revealed in 
the rejoinder by the venerable and scholarly Dr. 
Bates. He named the father and proved the human 
origin of every one of them and left our Christ the 
solitary non-contested son of God! Consequently 
when any man denies the Deity of Jesus Christ, he 
exceeds the limitations of a sound theology and 
puts himself outside the pale of the Christian pro- 
fession, no matter what church membership he 
may hold, or what braggart claims of evangelical 
views he may boast. 


Theodore Parker, when he remarked, “It is ab- 
surd to maintain that Christ entertained no theo- 
logical errors in matters of importance,” treated 
all Biblical theology with contempt, and when he 
denied to Christ supernaturalism, did so deliberate- 
ly understanding that he was thereby assaulting 
the citadel of Christianity itself, and when a Modern- 
ist tells us that no authority is to be given to the teach- 
ings of Jesus Christ beyond “what every man’s own 
mind or heart or conscience can give him” he is 
not only tearing the crown of Deity from the brow 
of our Lord but deliberately doing so to place the 
same upon himself! And when the same modernist 
further says that “in displacing Christ from the 
eminence given Him by the church we see only an- 
other idol shattered”, he approaches perilously near 
that blasphemy of the Spirit which is pronounced 
unpardonable in this life or in the life to come! 


It is little wonder indeed that such teaching has 
finally eventuated in an open break with the infalli- 
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bility of the Book, and finds voice in sneers and 
slurs against the very term “theology”. 

That capable scholar and facile writer, Samuel 
J. Andrews, in “Christianity and Anti-Christianity” 
justly remarks, “That heathen enemies should have 
said like things in the first days of the church does 
not surprise us, but that these things should be said 
in Christendom after so many centuries by learned 
and accomplished scholars, and have been wel- 
comed by many thousands of all classes, high and 
low, shows the workings of a spirit of hostility 
to Christ which, like a smouldering fire, is getting 
ready to burst into a fierce flame.” But when did 
such flames of opposition, e’en though they reach 
the white heat of persecution, do else than drive 
believers back to Jesus of Nazareth as the solitary 
Saviour, and result in the centralization of all hope 
for the soul, the church and even for the world, in 
and upon Him? 

Man may wander at his will in philosophy, but 
not in Biblical theology. There his bounds are 
fixed, “forever settled in Heaven”. In that Christ 
Jesus is the one only and sufficient Saviour, the 
Christian believer is limited to a single way of sal- 
vation. It is the way of grace, “for by grace are 
ye saved”. All other ways of salvation are but 
blind alleys. Paul, the Christian theologian of all 
the centuries, nearly two thousand years since 
sought by all the power of an inspired pen to put 
that fact clearly before us. Writing to the Gala- 
tians, he said, 


”T marvel that ye are so soon removed form Him that 
called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: 

“Which is not another; but there be some who trouble 
you, and would pervert the Gospel of Christ. 
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“But though we, or an angel from Heaven, preach any 
other gospel unto you than that which we have preached 
unto you, let him be accursed. 

“As we said before, so say I now again, If any man 
preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have re- 
ceived, let him be accursed” (Gal. 1:6-9). 

In the light of such a Scripture what shall we 
think and what can we say of those modernists 
who strike at the heart of grace itself, the vicarious 
atonement, and who hold the sacrificial idea to 
scorn subjecting the same to caricature and villi- 
fication? These are the men who would displace 
the Gospel by a Marxian socialism; who would 
substitute for inspired Scripture the philosophy 
of a Kant, or the psychology of a Ross or the su- 
perficial pratings of a Burch and Patterson. If 
the present generation continues to be taught by 
such superficial and anti-Christian teachers as now 
so often disgrace that noble profession, and by 
such shallow naturalistic and Bolshevistic text- 
books as are now in use in State universities and 
increasingly imposed upon High Schools and even 
the grades, the “highway of holiness” will be blot- 
ted out, and the very path to righteousness and 
Heaven will become weed-grown and forgotten! 
Shall the Christian believer consent to such a pro- 
cedure? Not unless he too is smitten with a deadly 
“flu” of unfaith, or with that even more destructive 
“black death” of indifference. 


And yet again, the Christian believer is limited to 
a single book as a revelation. That book is the 
Bible, the Book of which Joseph Parker, author 
of “The People’s Bible”, so eloquently wrote under 
the justified title “None Like It”; the Book which 
when compared with all other books, like its incar- 
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nate expression, Christ, is not only without compet- 
itor, but without kinship; the Book that, like its 
Master, speaks as never man spake and does the 
works that never other writing wrought. 

A modernist dares to remark, ‘“We must be mak- 
ing our own religion,” but logical lengths of mod- 
ernism are now being reached by those who say, 
“We must make our own revelation.” Years since 
Dean Farrar, Dr. Horton and Marcus Dodds pro- 
posed a Bible for children and families, founded 
on the theories and alleged discoveries of the higher 
criticism. Prof. Kent tried his hand in abbreviating 
God’s Word and changing it at the point where 
Prophet and Apostle had so evidently made mis- 
take, and leaving out those portions where the Mas- 
ter Himself slipped in memory and voiced Judaized 
impressions. Chicago University cannot afford 
to be behind Yale at any point, so one of its pro- 
fessors has taken the New Testament in hand to 
train it to modernistic molds. It is time for the 
Universalists to speak next and tell us the content 
of their Bible, and then for Unitarians to reduce 
and redact Divine Revelation a bit further, and 
finally for Van Loon and Wells to complete the 
job and give to the world an entirely new product 
but by the good old, and greatly honored name, 
the Bible! Who will say there are limitations in 
theology ? 

As Dr. Franklin Johnson once wrote, “Suppose 
the Bible does teach that the human race once 
fell from a state of innocency, what of that? The 
Trinity, what of that? The substitutionary atone- 
ment, what matters it? The Second Coming of 
Christ in visible personal form, what of that? 
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Higher critics, recognizing no central or supreme 
source of authority, smilingly sweep it all aside, 
yet, strangely enough, turn about and in the next 
breath pay glowing tribute to the grand old Book 
as a most worth-while volume,” all of which gives 
pith and point to his further comment, “What a 
fall! In 1869 I saw the Emperor Napoleon III. 
He was at the summit of his career, a confident, 
strong and regal figure. Beside him sat Eugenie, 
fair as a lily and as little concerned for the future. 
A few months later he was hurled from his lofty 
station and shut up in captivity. He was still 
worth while, but the great world had ceased to 
care for him. That is the change higher criticism, 
where it is accepted, makes in the position of the 
Bible, whose robe of royalty it declares to be full 
of rents and stains, whose throne it overturns and 
whose sceptre it gives to the human soul, leaving 
it indeed worth-while but discrowned.” 

Is this the Bible of the believer? In God’s name, 
is this rag of a remnant the only revelation left to 
Baptists? We spit defiance in the face of such a 
suggestion and remind our auditors that it is as 
true today as when the poet wrote: 


“A glory gilds the sacred page 
Majestic like the sun, 

It gives a light to every age, 
It gives, but borrows none. 


“The hand that gave it, still supplies 
The gracious light and heat, 
Its truths upon the nations rise, 
They rise but never set.” 
That is the Book which every true Baptist be- 
lieves and every true Baptist stands ready to de- 
clare, “We hold it truth without any admixture of 
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error, the only complete and final revelation of the 
will of God to man; the true center of Christian 
union and the supreme standard by which all hu- 
man conduct, creeds and opinions should be tried.” 
It is this ignoring of the limitations of theology 
that has resulted in the 


LICENSE OF INFIDELITY 


It is that degeneracy from the liberty of believing 
in what was written in the Law and in the Prophets 
to the license of infidelity concerning the same, 
that has rent the modern church, dividing her mem- 
bership into hostile camps and bringing on a war 
that for bitterness, suffering and far-reaching de- 
struction will greatly exceed that which swept the 
world from 1914—1918. Every good student knows 
the forms in which that license has found expres- 
sion, 

It is the license of infidelity to substitute reason 
for revelation. Before the rise of Romanism, the 
recognition of Bible authority made for unanimity, 
power and conquest for the true Church of God, and 
when at last Roman errors forced a revolution 
on this matter of where authority lay, every Protes- 
tant body that ever came to power put itself on rec- 
ord as believing that that authority was in and with 
the Book Divine! 

The French Confession said, ‘We believe that 
the word contained in these books has proceeded 
from God. It is not lawful for men nor even for 
angels to add to it, to take away from it, nor even 
to change it.” 

The Belgic Confession declared, “We. believe 
that the Holy Scriptures fully contain the will of 
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God and that whatsoever men ought to believe 
unto salvation is sufficiently contained therein”. 

The Westminster Confession asserted, “The 
whole counsel of God concerning all things neces- 
sary for His own glory, man’s salvation, faith and 
life, is either expressly set down in Scripture or 
by good and necessary consequence may be de- 
duced therefrom, unto which nothing at any time 
is to be added.” 

The Church of England said, “The Holy Scrip- 
ture containeth all things necessary to salvation 
so that whatsoever is not read therein, nor may be 
proved thereby, is not to be required of any man.” 

The Congregationalists said, “Like our Pilgrim 
fathers, we acknowledge no rule of faith but the 
Word of God, and declare our adherence to the 
faith and order of the apostolic and primitive 
churches.” : 

The Baptists have never, unless it be now, stood 
elsewhere than on this ground, “We believe that 
the Holy Bible was written by men divinely in- 
spired and is a perfect treasure of heavenly instruc- 
tion; that it has God for its Author; salvation for 
its end and truth without any admixture of error 
for its matter.” 

If you please, even the Methodists, all their pres- 
ent unbelieving bishops to the contrary notwith- 
standing, and with all their shallow, superficial 
higher criticism, lack the temerity to attempt even 
to change their declaration that “The Holy Scrip- 
tures contain all the things necessary to salvation, 
so that whatsoever is not read therein, nor may be 
proved thereby, is not to be required of any man”. 

Tell me that men can depart from these teachings 
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and yet remain in the denominations named! ‘Tell 
me that foreign mission universities looking to Bap- 
tist support, can tear this position to tatters and 
yet be defended as evangelical! Tell me that men 
who hold in no respect whatever this uniform 
judgment of revelation may nevertheless sit in 
the council halls of rulership and pass out to inde- 
pendent Baptist churches decrees that must be 
adopted on the pain of preacher decapitation if 
they fail, and practical church exclusion should they 
not be cordially received, and I will answer, It 
is not only taking the license -of infidelity so to do, 
but it is a license that heads for an atheism, the des- 
tiny of which is denominational death and even 
denominational damnation ! 

France once followed Reason, refusing Revela- 
tion, and the history of that movement was written 
in rivers of human blood! Russia for the last dozen 
years has listened to apostles of Reason for the 
most part, who are the bitterest conceivable oppon- 
ents of revelation, and her wreck is the result. 
Germany sat at the feet of these apostles from the 
days of Wellhausen and his school, until those of 
Nietzsche, and his educational program paid for 
the price of that privilege a ruined monarchy which 
in its fall wrecked the world. 

I think of the great men of yesterday, men like 
Carroll of Texas, Broadus of Kentucky, Strong and 
Pattison of New York, Franklin Johnson of IIli- 
nois; men like Weston, Goodspeed and Boyce— 
and thank God my young life overlapped their ma- 
ture and even ripened years; and then I look at 
their pigmied sons and successors and listen to their 
prattle about “reason” and “science” and am com- 
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pelled to say, “As a man thinketh in his heart, so 
is he”, and that the license of infidelity can never 
make such spirits as were developed by love for 
God’s Revelation. 

Once more, this license of infidelity seeks to 
substitute civilization for evangelization. The Den- 
ver Convention will go down in human history 
famed for one act —that by a deliberate declaration, 
it shifted the motive and objective of missions from 
the basis of evangelization to that of civilization, 
and started the Baptist denomination on a program 
of education vs. salvation. How rapidly we have driven 
under the full sail of skeptical winds, out of God’s 
well marked and charted course of discipling na- 
tions, toward the world-reefs of civilization, the 
same on which Greece and Rome and Babylon 
went down, at the very time when their success 
seemed most complete, who can compute? 

One of our greatest and most dependable foreign 
missionaries writes home, telling us that in a few 
years we have increased our educational forces on 
foreign lands 750% and our evangelical forces but 
51%. It is an utter reversal of the convictions and 
policy of those great pioneers in misson work, 
Carey, Boardman, Judson, Clough and others; an 
utter reversal of the convictions of every mature 
and masterly mind now on a foreign field, such as 
Levering, Boggs, Young, Clark, and others of kin- 
dred age and competent experience. 

The Baptist denomination was reborn and en- 
tered upon a history the like of which the world 
has seldom or never seen, or known any denomi- 
nation to make, when William Carey heard the call 
of God to the foreign field. That glorious history 
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closed when the Denver Convention decided in 
favor of civilization vs. evangelization, and though 
the advocates of that deadly policy cannot be ex- 
pected to confess their mistake, the future histo- 
rian will clearly record the sure and deadly results 
thereof. 

Finally, It is the license of infidelity to substitute 
Unitarianism for Trinitarianism. For full two 
thousand years these doctrines have stood in the 
arena of conflict, eternal antagonists. For nearly 
sixty generations the truth of Trinitarianism has 
triumphed, and yet never once in that time has 
Unitarianism quit the contest. Why should it be 
expected so to do? Satan still lives; his millions 
of experiences have taught him the value of his 
trump card. Has he not temporarily triumphed 
with it again and again? Why should he not in 
the early days of the Twentieth Century fling it 
upon the world’s table afresh? Trace the history, 
if you please, of this camouflage of Christianity, this 
emasculated faith, this counterfeit of the truth. 
Our Presbyterian brethren closed their great As- 
sembly but yesterday, an Assembly rife with de- 
bate. Over what? Over the very same subjects 
that once in Socinian form, more than a hundred 
years ago in England, came near sending that de- 
nomination to its doom. The only thing saving 
them was the Westminster Confession that clarified 
the air and called them back to the Book, the only 
basis of Christian faith and life. 

How Congregationalists could again forget the 
time less than a hundred years removed when the 
Unitarian blight so ate into that New England 
body of Christians as to carry away at one time 
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by the most infamous legalized plunder ever known 
to ecclesiasticism 125 of their churches, and leave 
them but a single evangelical body in all the city 
of old Boston. But no less amazing is it that Baptists 
should forget the consequences of the Arian teach- 
ing in England, and the wilting effect that reduced 
our forefathers from a prosperous people to a non- 
entity, sending paralysis into every part of the de- 
nomination until the new body purged itself of 
that. leaven of error and came back to the Book 
as the basis of its belief and under the blessing of 
the Lord enjoyed more than a revival, truly a res- 
urrection. 

Look down yon Eastern sea-board and mark 
the havoc Unitarianism has wrought. Time was 
when Harvard University, by right of birth and 
breeding, belonged to the evangelicals; when 
Princeton was a mighty power, and when Roch- 
ester University was loyal to the Revelation of 
God’s Word. Time was when Union Theological 
Seminary enthroned Christ as the Son of God and 
exalted the Bible as an eternal and adequate Rev- 
elation of the Divine will and emphasized every 
cardinal doctrine of the Christian faith, making of 
men mighty ministers of the Word. Time was 
when even Andover was thronged with men who 
came from both sides of the sea to sit at the feet 
of the great souls who steeped these students in a 
knowledge of the Book and sent them out to all 
parts of the world as flaming evangels. 

When today you call the roll of these schools 
you name the captains of the hosts of hell who 
marshal their forces to fight the authority of the 
Book, the Deity of Christ, the blood atonement 
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and every Christian Fundamental! And in full line 
behind them stand those other schools made pos- 
sible by the sacrifices of believing men, genuine 
Baptists of the old order, and as we believe of the 
Divine order, Crozer, Rochester, Newton Center, 
Brown, Colgate, Chicago University—in fact the 
only objection to naming is the lack of limitations! 

The majority of our schools are lost to God and 
the Gospel and today are the seats of unsound 
teachings and the prolific mothers of modernist 
preachers, all because Satan, having succeeded 
with his trump card, Unitarianism, so often in the 
past, knowing as he must know, the end of the 
age draws nigh, is working it now as he never 
worked it before. 

Brethren of the Baptist denomination, a people 
made by loyalty to the Book, I conclude this ad- 
dress by begging you—Back to God, the Creator 
of the heavens and the earth! Back to Christ, the 
atoning Saviour of sinful men! Back to the Bible, 
the only rule of Baptist faith and practice! 


CHAPTER XI, 


IS THERE ANY SALVATION FROM 
SOCIAL DISORDERS? 


IS THERE ANY SALVATION FROM 
SOCIAL DISORDERS? 


“Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law 
of Christ’ (Gal. 6:2). 


1 as words of the Apostle Paul can surely 
receive a natural application to this problem. 
After all that has been said on this subject of ever 
increasing interest; after all the philosophies ad- 
vanced regarding it; after all the proposed solu- 
tions of its difficulties, is there a sentence in lit- 
erature more worthy of application to the problem 
than this, “Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so ful- 
fil the law of Christ’. ‘That sentence contains the 
soundest philosophy for both capital and labor, and 
its hearty adoption would solve at once all the dif- 
ficulties that beset these powers in their relation 
to each other. It would end their controversies, 
and sound the death knell of their battles. We 
speak to this subject in the hope that what we say 
may yet be used of God to bring some to correct 
views of certain questions involved in the contro- 
versy between the upper and lower classes, so 
called, and aid each of us to be a representative of, 
and a counsellor for, the right. Our interest in 
labor is mightily influenced by the circumstance 
that we know, from many years’ experience, what 
it is to retire after fifteen or sixteen straight hard 
hours of service with every muscle of the body in 
sore need of relaxation and rest; and our interest 
in capital increases as we come to understand what 


an engine of power it is for good or ill according 
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as it is rightfully or wrongfully used. To be able 
to say anything that would induce capital to con- 
secrate itself to the cause of Christ; anything that 
would tend, in the least, to end the contention be- 
tween these two, and effect their co-operation, is 
worth a masterly effort. And yet there are some 
things involved in this subject that have long 
burned for expression. We do not believe it will be 
possible for capital and labor to bear one another’s 
burdens and so fulfil the law of Christ, until each 
has set itself right. The first condition of doing 
right is to be right, and so let us consider first of 
all 


SOME LESSONS LABOR NEEDS TO LEARN 


It is not to be supposed that the average laborer 
imagines himself to be perfect, and therefore we 
count upon his patient attention to certain sugges- 
tions. 

Labor needs to learn industry. By saying this 
we do not mean to make the wholesale charge of 
indolence against labor. It is perhaps safe enough 
to say that the majority of laboring men are thor- 
oughly energetic. But there is a considerable class in 
society which is poorly fed, poorly clothed, and poor- 
ly housed simply because it is unwilling to do hon- 
est, earnest work. Every minister of the Gospel 
is appealed to by a multitude of men to inter- 
cede in securing for them employment, and in a 
mighty majority of cases we find, upon investiga- 
tion, that they are out of a job because when they 
had one they did not work at it. 

It is reported that Mark Twain had been success- 
ful in counselling men on how to get situations. 
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Whenever a man applied to him for assistance in 
that line he cheerfully responded by saying: “I 
have a formula here which contains recommenda- 
tions that never fail. For instance, if you want to 
work on a newspaper— 

“(1) You are to apply for work at the office of 
your choice. 

“(2) You are to go without recommendations. 
You are not to mention my name or any one’s but 
your own. 

“(3) You are to say that you want no pay; that 
all you want is work, any kind of work. You make 
no stipulation; you are ready to sweep out, point 
the pencils, replenish the inkstands, hold copy, tidy 
up, keep the place in order, run errands—anything 
and everything; you are not particular. You are 
so tired of being idle that life is a burden to you; 
all you want is work and plenty of it. You do not 
want a pennyworth of remuneration, N.B—You 
will get the place whether the man be a generous 
one or a selfish one. 

“(4) You must not sit around and wait for the 
staff to find work for you to do. You must keep 
watch and find it for yourself. When you can’t 
find it, invent it. You will be popular there pretty 
soon, and the boys will do you a good turn when- 
ever they can. When you are on the street, and 
see a thing that is worth reporting, go to the office 
and tell about it. By and by you will be allowed 
to put such things on paper yourself. In the morn- 
ing you will notice that they have been edited, and 
a good many of your words left out—the very 
strongest and best ones, too. That will teach you 
to modify yourself. In due course you will drift 
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by natural and sure degrees into daily and reg- 
ularly reporting, and will find yourself on the city 
editor’s staff without anyone’s quite knowing how 
or when you got there. 

“(5) By this time you have become necessary, 
possibly even indispensable. Still you are never to 
mention wages. That is a matter which will care 
for itself; you must wait. By and by there will 
be a vacancy on a neighboring paper. You will 
know all the reporters in town by this time, and 
one or another of them will speak of you, and you 
will report this good fortune to your city editor, and 
he will offer you the same wages, and you will 
stay where you are. 

“(6) Subsequently, whenever higher pay is of- 
fered you on another paper, you are not to take 
the place if your original employer is willing to 
keep you at a like price.” 

Doubtless Twain has taken a radical position 
here, as is his wont; yet on the main proposition 
he is right. The industrious man may begin without 
salary, but he is very sure to end in excellent station. 
Heated air with which the balloon is filled has no 
more power to carry it up than industry has to 
lift the man whose life is possessed by it. The reason 
still more men only succeed in getting a bare sub- 
sistence out of life is often, not always, but often, 
we say, due to the indolence that wants a living 
without working for it, or the egotism that imag- 
ines itself to be above needful drudgery. 

In Charlestown, Mass., the head clerk of a large 
firm was charged with the delivery of a bale of 
Russian duck to an old and good customer. The 
time of its delivery was 1 p.m. They hired a truck- 
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man to send him over to Boston to bring it. But 
the man was overcome with heat. This head clerk, 
having business to Boston, accidentally stumbled 
upon the exhausted man, and instantly took in 
the situation. It was now 12:30. The goods were 
due at 1:00 and the truckman was in a faint. In- 
stantly the young man seized a wheel-barrow, and 
despite heat and dust, and indifferent to his own 
good clothes, young Wilder pushed that barrow 
to the place of delivery in good time. A Boston 
merchant who was acquainted with him passed 
him on the street and called to him, “How is this, 
have you turned truckman?” “Yes,” answered the 
clerk, “these goods were promised for one o’clock, 
and our truckman was overcome by heat, so I had 
to take his place in order to keep my word.” The 
wealthy merchant went straight to the head of 
Wilder’s firm, and relating what he had seen, said, 
“When Wilder goes into business you tell him 
my name is at his service for $30,000.” 

If it were possible to get at the history of the men 
who have achieved distinction in the various walks 
of life, in science, commerce, literature, art, and 
the church, it would be discovered that the over- 
whelming majority of them had begun life as com- 
mon laborers, but through indomitable energy had 
risen step by step to their positions of eminence and 
honor. How to work! Oh, it is a great lesson to 
learn. 

Labor also needs to learn prudence. We employ 
this word “prudence” because it expresses two 
thoughts—economy and foresight. It is a sad fact 
that no small proportion of the laboring classes 
practice an intelligent economy. Haggai, the 
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Prophet, has all too accurately forecast the cus- 
toms of many of this class when he said: “Consider 
your ways. Ye have sown much, and bring in little; 
ye eat, but ye have not enough; ye drink, but ye are 
not filled with drink; ye clothe you, but there is none 
warm’, and then he gives the reasons: “He that 
earneth wages earneth wages to put it into a bag with 
holes”. 

One of the needful lessons for him who is to 
succeed is the lesson of controlling his fleshly ap- 
petites for the sake of future good. We know your 
men who, their age and attainments considered, are 
occupying wonderfully good positions now. But, 
notwithstanding the fact that their salaries are 
twice as large as their necessary expenses, they 
come up to the end of every month with a small 
balance against them. If they were to be taken 
sick tomorrow they would not have a cent with 
which to meet the bill at the hospital, or a dime 
to give the doctor for his services. All has gone in- 
to chewing gum, soda water, ice cream, cigars, and 
cigarettes, and so forth, and so forth, ad nauseum. 
So they are going their way through the world 
without education, and without that prudence 
which would put by the half, or at least a third, 
of the income against the day when they could get 
away to college, and by a complete education come 
to command capital, or at the very least compel 
its respect. When this lack of prudence involves 
not alone the interests of the man himself, but also 
determines the future of a family, the subject be- 
comes more serious. How often it is that a laboring 
man, earning a wage out of which a little could be 
easily saved, and yet leave all in comfort, forgets to 
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employment, sickness or death, or the day when 
his children are larger grown, and should be sent 


to schools where books and tuition fees demand 
of the father a bank account. 


In the city we buried a locomotive engineer who 
for years had held his position, receiving about 
$90 a month; and yet, when suddenly the end came, 
he left the young wife and four children destitute 
of funds, carrying not even the insurance of the 
Locomotive Brotherhood, not to speak of the great- 
er amount for which he could easily have provided. 
Such improvidence is a sin, and if labor is ever to 
lift itself it must admit the same and make amends. 

But, above these things labor must learn total 
abstinence. Mark you, “total abstinence,” not 
“temperance.” That term “temperance” compasses 
a compromise with which the devil is well con- 
tent. The man who starts out to be a temperate 
man turns out to have been a fool. It would seem, 
indeed, that labor has had abundant opportunity to 
have learned this fact. Her representatives have 
sacrificed more on the altar of Bacchus than all 
other classes combined, and suffered in proportion 
to their sacrifice. They have suffered in purse. On 
one occasion when a deputation of workingmen 
waited on Lord John Russell, respecting the tax- 
ation levied on their people, that nobleman took 
occasion to say: “You may rely upon it, gentlemen, 
that the government of this country dare not tax 
the working classes to anything like the extent to 
which they tax themselves in their expenditure 
upon intoxicating drinks alone.” It would be inter- 
esting to know how much of the money received 
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by a hundred workingmen on Saturday night found 
its way into the hands of saloon men before Mon- 
day morning. In Belgium a manufacturer marked seven 
hundred five-frane pieces and paid off his employ- 
ees. Two days after the wages were paid more 
than three hundred of the silver coins were in the 
possession of the adjacent grog-shop keepers. 
When one adds to the loss of money the loss of 
life, the loss in intellect, the loss in physical ability, 
not to speak of the moral degradation, the suffer- 
ings imposed upon innocent wives and _ helpless 
children, the crimes, insanities and suicides that 
grow out of this drink custom as out of no other 
custom known to men, it seems singular that the 
preacher needs to preach total abstinence. 

The commonest sort of sense, possessed by the 
commonest sort of a man, ought to make of him 
a total abstainer. A friend tells how a calf of his, 
getting into some sour mash, intoxicated herself. 
After one experience the brute could never be in- 
duced to touch it again. What a reflection on man! 
Calf-brains counsel more wisely than his much- 
boasted gray matter. All over the country strikes 
have been occurring, voicing the appeal of laboring 
men for better wages, and in some instances for 
shorter service. In almost every one of these in- 
stances my sympathies are with the strikers. They 
have occasion of complaint; they are not one whit 
more anarchistic in procuring their rights than 
organized capital is in its determined greed. But, 
after all, it ought to be remembered by the work- 
ingmen of this country that if they would cease from 
the accursed liquor, forsake their drink customs, 
they would save a half billion of dollars every year, 
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and could easily buy up the Brooklyn street-car 
system, the Chicago street-car system, the St. Louis 
street-car system, Carnegie’s iron works, Pullman’s 
Palace Car Works, Illinois coal fields, the Pennsyl- 
vania anthracite, and every other piece of property 
that has been a center around which capital and 
labor have recently waged their bloodiest wars. 

Here is a table in illustration of this truth. The 
people of this country spend three hundred and sev- 
enty millions of dollars annually for flour, and nine 
hundred and fifteen millions of dollars annually 
for meat, and if you added to this our expense for 
all other table comforts, and our outlay for dress, 
your sum total would come far short of the com- 
bined liquor and tobacco bill of this country, which 
aggregates a billion and a half—a billion and a half 
spent for bloating bodies, blighting minds, and 
damning souls. Do you wonder, then, that any 
preacher who has any interest in the laboring class- 
es should plead with them to learn the lesson of 
total abstinence? 


We wish also to speak of 


SOME NOTIONS CAPITAL MUST CORRECT 


It must be cured of its conceit. There are many 
people of means who retain humble minds, but we 
are sorry to say that the majority of those who can 
rightfully be called “capitalists” entertain an over- 
whelming self-conceit, and seem to regard them- 
selves as lords of creation. In fact, Col. Dyer, of 
England, sometime since voiced that very senti- 
ment when, in a speech, addressed to the United 
Club, he affirmed that labor was no source of 
wealth, but only contributed to wealth as coal con- 
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tributed to the generation of power. These are his 
words: “Both labor and coal are inert masses until 
galvanized into life by intelligence. Capital took 
the savings of years, the power of organization, 
the education that enabled it to get orders and to 
build up credit, then it turned around to labor and 
said, ‘What do you bring? They answered, ‘We 
bring the labor of our hands.’ And what was that? 
It was an inert mass until it was invested with life 
by directions.” It is difficult to imagine anything 
beyond that in the way of self-conceit. Such a 
speech calmly assumes that all laborers are igno- 
rant and all capitalists are intellectual—an assump- 
tion which opposes all history, and proves how 
easy it is for men to mistake dead money for a 
living mind, and lordly airs for real royal attain- 
ments. It is this conceit that accounts for much 
of the strife between the employee and his em- 
ployer, and makes adjustment so well-nigh im- 
possible. It is the same spirit that Nabal evinced 
when, with scorn, he asked of the noble David, 
and his demand of fair remuneration for services, 
“Who is David? and who is the son of Jesse’? and 
in answer to whose scorn David said to his serv- 
ants, “Gird ye on every man his sword’; the same 
spirit that speaks of men employed in a mill as 
“so many hands,” as if they were machines with- 
out minds. 

Capital must also cease from its intolerance. The 
corporations of this country have with forethought 
of purpose and malice of intent, maligned, through 
a prostituted press, every public-spirited citizen 
who has dared to protest against their methods of 
piling up millions, escaping taxes, buying up legis- 
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lative bodies, bullying voters, and oppressing em- 
ployed. If politicians have spoken against them 
no caricature has been vile enough to present the 
true spirit of their reply. If college professors, in 
the plain line of appointed duty, have taught true 
sociology, the money power has made impossible 
the continuation of their professorships. If preach- 
ers have kept faith with conscience and defied in- 
iquities, they have had to pay for the privilege 
by hearing their names anathematized, submitting 
to wholesale publication of false reports, demands 
for resignation, harangues about “heresy” and all 
the rest. And yet the plainest duty of every public- 
spirited man in the land is to oppose this intoler- 
ance to a point where its continuance is impossi- 
ble, and its subjects are brought to think soberly 
of themselves, as they ought to think and justly 
of their equals as God demands. It would be a 
sad circumstance if, under the present conditions 
of a press partisanized, the pulpit also should sell 
itself to silence or to such platitudes as would be 
acceptable to the small circle that worships at the 
altar of Mammon, and assumes to dominate all 
mankind. 

Dr. Lorimer, in his address at the Baptist anni- 
versary in Detroit, said of conscienceless corpora- 
tions: “As long as I live I will denounce them.” 
May God give us more of his kind. 

Capital needs also to restrain its greed of gain. 
Personally we rejoice in a man who can make 
money. We love a man no less because he is 
worth a million. If he has secured it by honest 
means we admire him the more. But we must 
voice the conviction that to get gain by grinding 
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one’s fellows is one of the most godless acts of 
which mortal man is capable. You have heard us 
speak on the slavery question, and know our feel- 
ings upon that subject, and our joy in that the 
blackest man in Dixie will never again be put at 
auction and sold. Yet we agree with Hon. E. 
McRea when he declares that mill-bondage in New 
England, in its dire effect upon its operatives, is 
far more degrading than plantation-bondage of 
the South. 

There is one man to whose philosophies of life 
and to whose superb judgment of social questions 
all genuine Americans yield attention. I speak of 
our martyred president, Lincoln. We do well to 
remember that he said just about the close of the 
Civil War: “It has indeed been a trying hour for 
the Republic; but I see in the near future a crisis 
approaching that unnerves me, and causes me 
to tremble for the safety of our country. As a 
result of the war, corporations have been enthroned, 
and an era of corruption in high places will follow 
and the money power will endeavor to prolong 
its reign by working on the prejudices of the people, 
till all wealth is aggregated in a few hands and 
the Republic is destroyed.” These forty years 
since Lincoln made that speech have sufficed to 
prove this noble president to be also the people’s 
prophet; and the time is already on when all good 
men should join him in calling upon corporate 
wealth to cease its greed and listen to God, whose 
Gospel is the Gospel of giving versus that of get- 
ting. 

So long as men continue to discuss their rights 
and to quarrel over their rights, just that long the 
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social problem will remain unsolved. Josiah Strong 
says, “Duties give; rights get.” The social legis- 
lation of Jesus—the law of service and the law of 
love—was aimed at the uprooting of human selfish- 
ness. Laws may resist greed in some measure; 
they may mitigate evils by making it harder to do 
wrong and easier to do right; but so long as men 
are grasping, and some are stronger than others, 
there will be strivings. The root evil is selfishness, 
and its removal is the only radical solution of this 
and every other social problem. That is the same 
doctrine that the Apostle Paul taught when he said, 
“Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of 
Christ”. 


This leads me to speak of 


SOME METHODS ESSENTIAL TO MUTUAL 
GOOD 


The social maxim of our text should lead to the 
surrender of groundless suspicion. We do not say 
that all the feeling that has grown up between 
capital and labor is groundless. On the contrary 
there has been much of injustice and much of irrita- 
tion. But suspicions, when the product of wrongs, 
are always out of proportion to the offense. It is 
not only possible, it is pretty certain, that while 
the laborer has more virtues than capital can see 
in him, the capitalist often enjoys a better char- 
acter than the social reformer paints for him. There 
are those who make it their business to array army 
against army; to speak, always and everywhere, of 
capital and labor as hostile forces contending for a 
common ground which cannot be occupied by both, 
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and fostering the spirit of extermination of one par- 
ty or the other. 

Those entertaining this sentiment do not always 
belong to the hard-working classes. A good article 
in the November, 1902, “Review of Reviews” 
shows, with some conclusiveness, that a plan was 
laid and systematically worked upon for over a year 
by the anthracite coal operators to destroy the pres- 
tige of Mr. Mitchell’s labor union, “and so have, 
henceforth, the labor situation wholly in their 
hands.” 

The student of social economy must ask him- 
self whether the extermination of either party 
would bring a blessing to the victor. Prof. Pea- 
body, in his volume “Jesus Christ and the Social 
Qestion,” said: “It may be urged indeed that to pic- 
ture the field of economic activity as a battle-field 
is grossly to misconceive the nature of modern 
industry. Employer and employed, it may be 
pointed out, are in reality not hostile forces, but 
allies and partners in production. They prosper 
or suffer in the end together, and to assume a dis- 
cord between their interests is not only unjustified, 
but suicidal.” Would not the fostering of mutual 
confidence and affection the sooner bring the re- 
form for which socialists pray? Would not a 
proper emphasis upon the industrial partnerships 
already formed, and the co-operative institutions 
already in existence hasten the hour of their general 
adoption more rapidly than the attempt to over- 
throw all society by utterly abolishing either la- 
borer or capitalist, or both? Can the language of 
our text, “Bear ye one another's burdens, and so ful- 
fil the law of Christ”, be literally obeyed if men are 
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to follow the lead of agitators, and make it their 
business to build up antagonisms, and lay fuel on 
the flames of class hatred? here is an old adage 
to the effect that “you cannot fight the devil with 
fire,” which ought to suggest to sane men that you 
cannot banish distrust by a stab, or bring antago- 
nism to an end by irritation. Christ’s sentence, if 
once accepted by capitalist and laborer, would 
sound the death knell of groundless suspicions— 
“all ye are brethren”. And yet we are not pleading 
for a peace that shall mean a suppression of speech 
regarding any unjust economic condition. The 
man who pleads for mutual love must also pre- 
sent a righteous law, since, after all, abiding love 
is founded in strict justice. 

With surrender of groundless suspicion as be- 
tween capital and labor there ought to come the es- 
tablishment of a proper ratio of profit-sharing. 
One need not go outside the city of Minneapolis 
to illustrate both the beauty and utility of this sug- 
gestion. In 1894 an able writer contributed to the 
“Arena” an article in which he said: “We all know 
how much energy it adds to a man if he owns the 
business or comes to be a partner in it. When the 
Pillsbury Flour Mills of Minneapolis gave their 
men a share in the profits, the energy, care and 
economy of the men so greatly increased that, after 
subtracting the $40,000 worth of profit that went 
to the men (an average of $400 to a man, or thirty- 
three percent. on their wages for the year) the part 
of the profits that went to the firm was more than 
the total it had had by the old pure wage system. 
That was also the experience of the LeClaire shops 
in Paris. It is always the case where profit sharing 
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or co-operation is thoroughly tried under true con- 
ditions.” That intelligent labor would be satisfied, 
could it once share in some just proportion in the 
output of combined energy is evident in the face 
that the Colby family, carrying on an extensive 
business in the east, and sharing with their men 
the profits of the business, have never known a 
strike. Alfred Dolge, the felt manufacturer, in 
thirty years of experience in profit-sharing, can say 
the same. When, some years since, he was com- 
pelled to make a cut of ten percent. in wages, it 
was accepted without complaint. Mr. Nelson, of 
LaClaire, Ill, manufacturer of plumbers’ supplies, 
says that because he had allowed his men a share 
in the profits, in the proportion of two percent. on 
wages, and one on capital, a reduction of wages in 
his shop was accepted by the men with applause. 
When, a few years since, The American Associa- 
tion of Profit Sharing made its report of one hun- 
dred companies in America, eighty in England, 
and one hundred and twenty-five in France they 
had yet to learn of an instance of dissatisfaction. 

But, to make this surrender of groundless sus- 
picions possible, and this sharing of profits in the 
proper ratio the greatest power for good, capital- 
ist and laborer should worship the same God. The 
rich and the poor must meet together the Lord 
and Maker of them all. When we speak of wor- 
shipping we do not mean sitting in a splendidly 
cushioned pew for an hour while the preacher reads 
to us a moral lesson—we mean worship! 

Did you ever read the story of Zaccheus? He 
was arich man. And yet, when once at the feet of 
the Son of God he saw what to do with ill-gotten 
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gain, as well as what use to make of his more 
righteous possessions. “Behold, Lord, the half of 
my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken any 
thing from any man by false accusation, I restore 
him fourfold’. And Jesus said unto him, “This day 
is salvation come to this house”. 

There is a great deal of capital in this country 
that will never find the Christ until it has responded 
to the appeal of need. Jesus loved the rich young 
ruler, but He could never say to him, “This day 
is salvation come to [thy] house’, simply because 
that rich young ruler found it easy enough to bow 
the knee to the Son of God, but impossible to sac- 
rifice his wealth, and that, when demanded for 
righteousness’ sake. When the rich worship God 
all ill-gotten gain will go back again whence it 
was taken, and honest wealth will be laid upon 
the altar of love. There will not be a point of 
character at which the poor can point the finger 
of criticism. And when the poor worship God, 
their poverty will come to an end. David said: 
“T have been young, and now am old; yet have I not 
seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging 
bread”. 

In a ministry of forty-five years we have yet to 
come upon an instance of starvation or rags as the 
lot of faithful follower of the Son of God. Lux- 
uries are not promised; they are not a need. He 
who took the five loaves and two small fishes, and 
fed the multitude and gathered up the twelve bas- 
kets of fragments, will never send the famished 
away unfed, provided they are faint from having 
followed Him. 


CHAPTER XII. 


THE ANTIQUITY OF MODERNISM 


GALATIANS 1:6-9. 


“IT marvel that ye are so soon removed from Him that 
called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: 

“Which is not another; but there be some that trouble 
you, and would pervert the Gospel of Christ. 

“But though we, or an angel from Heaven, preach any 
other gospel unto you than that which we have preached 
unto you, let him be accursed” (Gal. 1:6-9). 
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THE ANTIQUITY OF MODERNISM 


Galatians 1:6-9. 


This sermon was prompted by the appearance in Minneapo- 
lis of a certain famed evangelist who, after a popular evan- 
gelical ministry, turned to the championship of rationalism. 
It should be known, however, that following the address here 
referred to, he repented his error and died in the evangelical 
faith. His decease is a sufficient reason for withholding the 
name. 


Wie one reads this text he may find an ex- 
planation of modern opposition to the Apos- 
tle Paul. It would seem necessary to discredit that 
author of Scripture in the presence of the people 
to whom one proposes the preaching of “another 
gospel”. And yet, since Paul is in good standing 
with the majority of people, it may not be inap- 
propriate to take this text for the starting point 
of this evening’s discourse, on the theme, “Why 
I have not changed my religion.” 


The time has passed when battles of blood are 
fought over the questions of religious faith; even 
that bitter controversy which descends to offen- 
sive personalities is more and more forsaken. 
Though the faith of men be as wide apart as the 
poles they may yet discuss the opinions of their 
opponents with calmness of spirit and kindness 
of speech. It would not become me tonight to 
make much of the unfortunate financial methods 
which have characterized certain meetings in the 
Twin Cities and their failure to fruit in salvation. 
Neither remissness in methods, nor partial failure 
in endeavor prove opinions to be wrong. But they 
do often account for the adoption of a philosophy 

203 


204 THE BIBLE OF THE EXPOSITOR 


of religion which makes less rigid demands for 
high living than do the Sacred Scriptures. 

In this discussion it is only fair to assume that 
modernism spake sincerely in a recent Minneap- 
olis address, and I propose, therefore, to consider 
what was said on that occasion concerning three 
fundamental subjects: The Fall of Man; Authority 
in Religion, and The Method in Salvation. 


THE FALL OF MAN—UPWARD OR 
DOWNWARD? 


This is necessarily the first point at which the 
modernist takes issue with the Sacred Scriptures. 
In the three reports now on my desk, including 
one made by a competent stenographer, the mod- 
ernist is made to say substantially this, “The fall 
of man is not a fact in the sense in which it is 
taught in Christian circles. ** ** Ever since 
we have known man on the earth he has been pro- 
gressing mentally and morally. ** ** The ordi- 
nary medizeval dogmas of all the orthodox confes- 
sions of faith became in themselves to me immoral and 
demoralizing, such as the failure of God—the ruin 
of man, the fantastic unreal scheme of justification, 
salvation by opinions, and the existence of eternal 
evil and eternal torment.” 

In that statement there are three points at least 
at which the issue is clearly drawn. 

Mr. M denies the Fall; the Sacred Scrip- 
tures affirm it. Mr. M affirms the improvement 
of the race; history disputes it. Mr. M charges 
orthodoxy with immorality and demoralization; 
experience disproves it. 

(1) Mr. M denies the Fall; the Sacred Scrip- 
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tures affirm it. “The Fall of man is not a fact in 
the sense in which it is taught in Christian circles,” 
so Mr. M asserts. 

The third chapter of Genesis is devoted to the 
history of the Fall. The fourth chapter of Genesis 
records its first effect, in envy, hatred, murder. 
The sixth chapter of Genesis describes the flood 
sent to sweep man from the face of the earth be- 
cause he had become so degenerate. The whole 
Book of Exodus is devoted to the history of a sin- 
ful people. Leviticus is full of symbols set for the 
remission of sins. And from that time until the 
work of Redemption is complete in the Apocalypse, 
the Scriptures everywhere present man as sinful, 
fallen, tending by nature away from God and con- 
sequently in the need of “the grace that is in 
Christ”. 

“The inner consciousness” of which Mr. M—— 
made so much, seems to consent to the truth of the 
Sacred writings. Who can say, “J have made my 
heart clean, I am pure from my sin” (Prov. 20:9)? 
Who can dispute the sacred sentence, “There is no 
man that sinneth not’ (I Kings 8:46)? Who can 
doubt John’s delivery, “Jf we say that we have no 
sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us’ 
(I John 1:8)? ‘The man who entertains the Evolu- 
tion theory—that we are always rising to high 
things—finds it incumbent upon him to explain why 
it is that the sons of noble fathers are so seldom 
their equals. Henry VanDyke says, “Man indeed 
is framed to live and rise by hope; but a hope which 
begins by denying the facts is a false hope, whose 
path leads upward—a few steps—to the edge of a 
precipice of deeper despair. The bridge builders in 
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Rudyard Kipling’s story would have been fools if 
they had tried to accomplish their work by ignor- 
ing the steady downward thrust of gravitation; 
or shutting their eyes to the destructive rage of 
the Ganges flood. No less foolish is the man who 
tries to build a life, or a theory of life, in forgetful- 
ness of the steady downward thrust of human na- 
ture, or in the denial to reality, or universality of 
the evil that is in the world.” When the publican, 
in the place of prayer, smote upon his breast say- 
ing, “God be merciful to me a sinner”, he stood infi- 
nitely nearer Divine approval than the man does, 
who, though sinful, asserts that he is better than his 
fathers and supposes himself to be acceptable. 

Mr. M affirms the improvement of the race; 
history disputes it. His speech is this, “Ever since 
we have known man on the earth he has been pro- 
gressing mentally and morally.” Is that true? If 
so why are the laws of Moses still basal in all juris- 
prudence? Why has not some man, living three 
thousand years this side of Moses, proved the deca- 
logue obsolete by giving to the world a decidedly 
better code? If that is true why does Mr. M. have 
to go back two thousand years to find in Jesus of 
Nazareth his model man? It is a little humiliating 
to the Evolution theory to admit that no man has 
improved upon the Ten Commandments; and no 
philosopher has bodied forth better things than 
the Beatitudes. It is slightly subversive of Mr. 
M ’*s argument that he still gets his philosophy 
of high living from Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount 
rather than from the transcendentalism of his pres- 
ent patron saint, Ralph Waldo Emerson. 

Mr. M charges orthodoxy with immorality 
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and demoralization; experience disproves it. He 
says, “The ordinary medizval dogmas of all the 
orthodox confessions of faith became in themselves, 
to me immoral and demoralizing. ..... They did 
not satisfy my moral nature; they stultified sym- 
pathy because of their exclusive character.” That 
is rather a serious charge to make against ortho- 
doxy. Religion is to be judged by its fruits. If it 
produces immorality or demoralization it should 
be rejected. But one swallow doesn’t make a 
spring; and the statement of one man’s experience 
may suffice to prove him extremely peculiar. I 
dare to affirm that if orthodoxy ever produced 
immorality and demoralization in Mr. M it 
was because he received it as an intellectual theory 
and never as a spiritual experience. That is the 
way Ananias and Sapphira received the Gospel, and 
it resulted in their immorality and demoralization. 
But when Saul, the persecutor, accepted it as a 
theory, and experienced it as a spiritual fact, it 
changed him into Paul, whose morals were as peer- 
less as his ministry. And since Paul’s day the ex- 
perience of the orthodox faith has continued to 
accomplish kindred miracles. It changed Martin 
Luther from a Papist, consenting to the sale of 
indulgences, into a reformer who proved a fire- 
brand for righteousness. It changed John Newton, 
the low-lived sailor, into the man of model moral- 
ity and mighty ministry. It changed Bendigo, the 
prize-fighter, into the peaceful, yet forceful Chris- 
tian citizen. It changed Jerry McAuley from the 
soul of nameless iniquities into the most sancti- 
fied spirit of New York City. 

On his own confession, it once wrought in the 
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breast of Mr. M changing him in one night 
from a youth of dissolute habits and disgraceful 
conduct into a man of pure motive, exalted pur- 
poses and ennobling plans. Joseph Parker was 
right in affirming that all modern miracles, 
wrought upon the face of society, are traceable to 
orthodoxy. “The wonders of home and foreign 
evangelization are wrought by the old doctrines 
and the men who were prepared to die for them.” 
Parker said, “I never heard of a new hypothesis 
founding a missionary society. The men who be- 
lieve in the vicarious sacrifice of Christ, in Heaven 
and hell, in verbal inspiration, and in eternal pun- 
ishment, prove their faith by their works.” We 
are perfectly willing that Mr. M or any other 
living man, should get up a better religion than 
that recorded in the Book. As Theodore Buyler 
once said, “When one has produced it we are ready 
to foreswear the old,” but seeing that a few thou- 
sand of these have risen to fade again into night, 
while the old Book, with its doctrines, has been liv- 
ing on, ever shining brighter, ever increasing the 
company of its believers, and ever affecting mirac- 
ulous conquests, we should not be discredited for 
holding to it until the new has proved the right to 
live, and its power to more rapidly redeem a sin- 
ful world. 

I confess when I read a statement like this, made 
by Mr. M on Friday evening last, “I have 
changed my theology but have kept my religion, 
and added to it and increased it a hundred thou- 
sandfold,” I marvel that not more is heard of 
him. Peter, holding to the doctrines which M 
has discarded, made his name immortal by his 
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works of righteousness. A man who has increased 
upon Peter a hundred thousandfold, ought not 
only to “turn the world upside down” as the early 
Apostles did, but be equal to several worlds. Poly- 
carp knew nothing better than the old faith and yet 
his name is enshrined forever in the memories of 
men. A man who has increased upon Polycarp a 
hundred thousandfold ought to make his influence 
felt around the globe; and in all the centuries to 
come. Wyclif was so ignorant that he also held to 
that which Mr. M has now discarded, and yet 
Wordsworth dares to say of his body which they 
dug up and burned: 


“Yea his dry bones to ashes are consumed 

And flung into the brook that travels near 

Forthwith, that ancient Voice, which Streams can hear, 
Thus speaks (that Voice which walks upon the wind, 
Though seldom heard by busy human-kind)— 

‘As thou these ashes, little Brook! wilt bear 

Into the Avon, Avon to the tide 

Of Severn, Severn to the narrow seas, 

Into main Ocean they, this deed accurst 

An emblem yields to friends and enemies 

How the bold Teacher’s Doctrine, sanctified 

By truth, shall spread, throughout the world dispersed.’ ” 


It is a marvel that one who has increased upon 
all this a hundred thousandfold should not make 
himself more widely felt, and affect in all his fel- 
lows a more rapid rise in righteousness. But per- 
haps we should be patient; Mr. M is a young 
man yet. 


AUTHORITY FROM WITHOUT OR WITHIN 


Mr. M objects to the orthodox source of 
authority. He claims to have adopted a “new prin- 
ciple of intellectual, moral and spiritual develop- 
ment.” The principle is this: “truth for authority 
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—instead of authority for truth.” He quotes ap- 
provingly David Star Jordan as having said, “There 
are just two types of religion, and religious charac- 
ter and thinking in the world, and only two. Those 
types may be divided thus. There is the type of 
man that has to get his religion from the outside— 
from a church, a book or a man. We call that or- 
thodoxy—someone to tell us what to think. Then, 
that one who receives his instruction from within 
himself and not from outside authority.” Mr. M—— 
has adopted the latter as against the former. He 
rejoices in having “cast off the bondage of do- 
minion of outside authority, and having adopted 
wholly the rational suggestions of his own mind.” 

All right, let us see how this plan will work! 
Appealing to outside authority I find this sentence 
in the Book, “Thou shalt have no other gods before 
Me’. I visit India, and consult the man who has 
cast himself upon the rational suggestions of his 
own mind. He repudiates the Book and worships 
many gods. Does Mr. M favor that? Turning 
back to the Book I read, “Thou shalt not make unto 
thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing 
that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, 
or that is in the water under the earth: thou shalt 
not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them’. 

I visit a Papal church tomorrow and see the peo- 
ple before the figure of Mary, prostrate and at 
prayer. Does Mr. M approve of that? Cer- 
tainly they must be consulting “the rational sug- 
gestions of their own mind.” I turn back to the 
Book and read, “Thou shalt not take the Name of the 
Lord thy God in vain’. 

I visit brother, the blind pig, and I see an assem- 
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bled crowd, each one of whom is pouring out a 
stream of profanity. That must be the “rational 
suggestion of their own minds”, since it is not ac- 
cording to the statements of Sacred Scripture. 
Does Mr. M approve that? 


“Going back to the Book I read, “Remember the 
Sabbath Day, to keep it holy’. Visiting the flour 
mills I find a lot of men who are either compelled 
to work the Sabbath through or lose their positions. 
This also must be behaving according to the “ra- 
tional suggestions of somebody’s mind” for it is 
opposed by the Book. Does Mr. M approve of 
that? To the Book I go again and read, “Thou 
shalt not kill’. Yesterday morning’s paper told of 
how a woman in Chicago took her poor, sick, blind 
husband and cast him from the window and he 
was shattered on the pavement below. That must 
have been according to the “rational suggestions 
of her mind,” for it is not according to the Book. 
Does Mr. M approve of that? 


I turn to the Book again and read the seventh 
commandment, “Thou shalt not commit adultery” 
and the tenth, “Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's 
wife’, yet I find an indictment against David that he 
did both and God punished-him for having violated 
the authority of the Book. Does Mr. M resent 
the Divine act and insist that David had a right 
to consult his own inner consciousness and not 
have his religion determined by any outside author- 
ity? 


Such a theory would produce moral chaos; affect 
in two generations, mental darkness, and in less 
than a hundred and twenty years, necessitate a 


212 THE BIBLE OF THE EXPOSITOR 


second flood, or the more cleansing work of de- 
structive fire. 

Concerning this “inner consciousness” Mr. M 
asserts that his inner consciousness has changed 
several times already and is liable to change again. 

The Catholic people of this city struck quick 
sand where they proposed to put their great cathe- 
dral, and by pile driving, made a firm foundation 
before a stone was laid in the building of the great 
church. Mr. M ’s proposition involves the erection 
of a new religion upon a foundation more shifting 
than the sands of the seas, for he himself likened 
it to the dissolving views of the magic lantern. The 
moving picture business is all right for an hour’s enter- 
tainment, but some of us beg to be excused from 
linking our eternal interests with the same, or even 
identifying it with abiding truth. 

He displaces the Sacred Scriptures by Ralph 
Waldo Emerson. When asked at the close of his 
lecture concerning the text-book of his new move- 
ment, he replied, “We use the Bible some, but em- 
ploy Emerson as most people do the Bible.” 

There is nothing novel about this. Forty years 
ago I was a member of an Emerson club and gave 
one night a week to the study of the same. I found 
there a man who accepted Emerson instead of the 
Bible. It only went to prove his love of transcen- 
dentalism above the Truth, and its hold upon him 
was not sufficient to keep him from sin. Let no 
man who has made such a change as this seek 
to identify himself with the great souls of the past 
who have suffered as “Heretics”. Not a man of 
them ever surrendered the Book, or departed from 
its sacred teachings. John Tauler and the Mystics 
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were loyal to the Word; Wyclif and Huss laid 
down their lives in its defense; Savonarola was its 
peerless preacher; Latimer, Cranmer and Melanc- 
thon loved it unto death. Knox, Calvin and Coligny 
refused to compromise with any man who dissented 
from its sacred teaching; while William Brewster 
and John Wesley lighted continents with the 
torches of its eternal truths. 

It may not be comfortable to the flesh to find 
that God has told us what is right and demanded 
that we do it; has revealed what is wrong, and in- 
sists that we eschew it. But in the past it has been 
the way of moral progress; and at present those 
who put the sacred Scriptures aside are without 
a substitute worthy of suggestion. 


SALVATION BY SUBSTITUTION OR 
SELF-RELIANCE 


Here again Mr. M preaches “another Gos- 
pel”. He affirms that he has discovered “that the 
way of spiritual unfoldment is through self-re- 
liance.” 

According to M the atonement is not a ne- 
cessity. The man who is saved by self-reliance 
is not saved by a substitute. It obliterates such 
sentences of Scripture as these, 


“Without shedding of blood is no remission”. 

“The Blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from 
all sin”. 

“He was wounded for our transgressions, He was 
bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace 
was upon Him; and with His stripes we are healed”. 


But this is no new heresy. Paul found it offen- 
sive in his day to preach the atonement; and wrote, 
“We preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stum- 
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blingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness. But unto 
them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ 
the power of God, and the wisdom of God”. ‘True, or 
false, it has somehow come to pass that the proc- 
lamation of this blessed doctrine of “Christ dy- 
ing for sinful men” has wrought righteousness. 
It is such an evidence of the goodness of God that 
it has begotten repentance in the hearts of those 
who accept it. When Mr. M was in this city 
years ago, preaching the faith he now discards, a 
man turned to God and made restitution to those 
he had wronged to the extent of hundreds of dol- 
lars, and from that hour he has walked in the midst 
of this people, known to many of us, and beloved 
by all as a man of stainless character. We will 
wait and see whether the profane adopt pure 
speech, the dishonest make restitution, the lech- 
erous quit their lusts as a result of Friday evening’s 
sermon; or whether we must go back again and 
point men to the cross, and move their hearts God- 
ward by the sight of One who came from Heaven 
to die for sinners from sheer love of them. 

According to M all men are God’s own and 
are safe. According to Christ wicked men are of 
their father the devil. Here then is a clean con- 
flict between this apostle of a new faith, and the su- 
preme founder of orthodoxy. But Mr. M an- 
swers this by saying, “If there be a devil God cre- 
ated him, and so God is his father; and when I get 
tired of the service of my father I will go live with 
my grandfather—God.” 

Creation is not paternity. If I invent a machine 
tomorrow and start it running perfectly, and next 
day some foreign substance gets into it and breaks 
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it to pieces and its pieces kill, I am not responsible 
for the conduct of the broken parts. 

Again, a man who gets tired of his father is not 
always welcomed at the grandfather’s house. The 
grandfather has to be consulted as to whom he will 
take in. And He has answered that by saying He 
will receive none except those who come in the 
name of His Son Jesus. If Satan was ever His 
son, he is now disinherited and there is no re- 
sponsibility with God to look after his degenerate 
children. If He does it, it is of grace, and blessed 
be His holy Name! He has manifested just such 
grace, and the man who has served his father—the 
devil—until the devil has occasion at least to be dis- 
gusted with his conduct, may still creep home to 
God, and so great is His heart of love that He will 
pardon his past, wash his stains in the Blood of 
Jesus, heal his wounds with His own tender touch, 
and love into him everlasting life. 

But that is not this new fad of a faith; it is the old 
doctrine of the everlasting Book. It is the doctrine 
that Christ stood in your stead, and in mine, suf- 
fered that sin might not go unpunished, making 
it possible for God the Father, to be just and yet 
the justifier of them that had rebelled against Him. 

Mr. M ’s method of saint-making has never 
been a success. The rejectors of Jesus have never 
yet given the world models in morals, men of spir- 
itual might, conquerors against crime. I have read 
how a poverty stricken sculptor, after having 
wrought for weeks upon a clay model, found his 
unfurnished garret growing cold, and realized that 
before the morning the frost might spoil his ideal. 
To save it from freezing he took off his coat and 
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wrapped it about the model, then coiled his body 
about it that the heat therefrom might also be felt. 
When the morning dawned, visitors to the garret 
found the sculptor dead, but the model was pre- 
served. It is the way that you and I were saved. 
It was an awful price—this that was paid for us— 
the price of the life of the Son of God. But it 
showed how great was the Divine estimate of the 
soul’s worth. It revealed the Saviour’s unspeak- 
able love. The heart that won’t answer to the call 
of Him who laid down His life in love of it, is 
doomed and dead. 
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